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APRIL 11, 2025 MEETING 

WHERE: 

MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH, 2170 HAVASUPAI BLVD., LAKE HAVASU CITY 

WHEN: 

FRIDAY, APRIL 11 AT 6:30 PM SIGN IN 

7:00 PM MEETING BEGINS 

 

 

2025 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS  
  

President  Steve Prather  

Vice President  Elley Ringo  

Secretary  Sandra Willis  

Treasurer  Michele Trumbull  

Sargent at Arms  Carrie Morkert  

One Year Director  Elley Ringo  

Two Year Director  Christine Evans  

Three Year Director  Linda Harley  

Past President  Jason Upchurch  

Havasu Rocks Director  Open  

Havasu Rocks Assistant Director  Leslie Rosario  

Lapidary Shop Director  Jason Upchurch  
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Message from the President 

Hello Rockhounds! 

March Madness isn’t just for basketball—it was alive and well in our club this past 

month! What a whirlwind of activity, adventure, and accomplishment. From 

rockhounding road trips to rearranging our Rock Shop, it’s been a true testament to the   

dedication of our gem and mineral family. 

We kicked off the month with some incredible outings—our Golden Selenite trip out by 

Topock sparkled with success, and the Red Cloud Mine delivered again with vibrant 

wulfenite and glowing fluorescent specimens that dazzled 

us all. And let’s not forget the hunt for beautiful brown 

Gypsy Jasper—it was a great mix of fun, discovery, and 

dusty boots. 

One of the most heartwarming moments of the month was 

hosting over 70 elementary students from Smoketree 

School at the shop. Their energy, curiosity, and excitement 

reminded us all why we fell in love with rocks and minerals 

in the first place. 

We also tackled a huge milestone by moving all our 

inventory out of the Museum on the 23rd and 25th. It was 

no small feat, and I want to give a HUGE thank you to every single volunteer who 

pitched in. Whether you helped lift, pack, arrange, or just kept the energy high, you 

made our Rock Shop look like a top-notch rock store. It’s truly something to be proud of. 

We closed out the month with a Bbq and fun was had by all! It was a fantastic time filled 

with food, laughter, and great stories around the lake. Stay tuned for our next BBQ 

event! 

Looking ahead to April, we’ve got another adventure on the horizon with our big trip to 

Tonopah. Can’t wait to see what treasures we dig up there! Meanwhile, we’ll keep 

working hard on our Lapidary and Rock Shop—adding new items, rearranging 

inventory, and making the space even more inviting for our members and visitors. 

Thanks again to everyone who helps keep our society vibrant and active. Whether 

you’re swinging a pickaxe or setting up displays, every bit of your energy makes this 

club what it is. Here’s to another month of discovery, camaraderie, and rock-solid fun! 

Rock steady, 

Steve Prather 

President, Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society 
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LHGMS EVENTS FOR SPRING 2025  
  

April 11 at 6:30 pm  General Membership Meeting  Mt. Olive Lutheran Church  

 

  

April 18-26  Turquoise Mine Trip  

Tonopah NV 
Email was sent out to members, info 

on webpage, sign up required 

 

May 9 at 6:30 pm  General Membership Meeting  Mt. Olive Lutheran Church  

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

Desert Survival: 10 Tips for Staying Alive 

If your car breaks down in the desert, survival depends on staying cool, conserving 

resources, and signaling for help. Here are some crucial tips: 

1. Stay with Your Vehicle 

   •   Your car provides shelter and is easier for rescuers to spot than a person on foot. 

   •   Moving on foot in the desert can be deadly due to extreme temperatures and lack 

of water. 

2. Signal for Help 

   •   Raise the hood and tie something bright (like a cloth or mirror) to your antenna. 

   •   Use your car’s horn periodically to attract attention. 

   •   At night, turn on hazard lights if the battery allows. 

   •   Arrange rocks or objects in a large “SOS” or “HELP” sign. 

3. Seek Shade 
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   •   If your car is too hot, create shade with blankets, clothing, or even digging a 

shallow trench under the car. 

   •   Avoid direct sunlight, especially during peak heat (10 a.m.–4 p.m.). 

4. Conserve Water & Stay Hydrated 

   •   Drink small amounts of water at regular intervals rather than gulping it down. 

   •   Do not eat unless you have plenty of water; digestion uses fluids. 

   •   If you don’t have water, avoid sweating—stay in the shade and minimize exertion. 

5. Protect Your Skin 

   •   Cover exposed skin with loose, light-colored clothing. 

   •   Wrap a cloth around your head to protect from sunburn and overheating. 

   •   Use available materials to block direct sun exposure. 

6. Stay Cool 

   •   Avoid unnecessary movement during the hottest parts of the day. 

   •   If possible, travel short distances only during dawn or dusk when temperatures are 

lower. 

7. Know When to Walk 

   •   If you are confident of your location and it’s a short distance to safety (less than a 

few miles), you may attempt to walk at night or early morning. 

   •   Otherwise, stay put and wait for rescue. 

8. Ration Your Resources 

   •   If you have food, eat it sparingly but don’t avoid eating if you have water. 

   •   If you run out of water, DO NOT drink urine—it accelerates dehydration. 

9. Make Yourself Visible 

   •   Use shiny objects (mirrors, phones, CDs) to reflect sunlight toward potential 

rescuers. 

   •   Smoke from a fire (if safe to make one) can be seen from far away. 

10. Watch for Wildlife 

   •   Avoid snakes, scorpions, and other desert creatures by staying away from rocks, 

logs, and burrows. 

   •   If you must sleep outside, elevate yourself if possible and check the ground first. 
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Survival in the desert is about smart energy use, water conservation, and signaling for 

help. If you stay calm and follow these steps, your chances of rescue and survival 

increase significantly. 

 

 

Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society 

General Membership Meeting 

March 14, 2025 

 

Officers present 

President, Steve Prather 

Secretary, Sandra Willis 

Treasurer, Michele Trumbull 

Sargent at Arms, Carrie Morkert 

Two Year Director, Christine Evans 

Assistant Director Havasu Rocks, Leslie Rosario 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7pm, by Steve Prather, President. 

The flag salute was led by Carrie Morkert, Sargent at Arms. 

Board/Directors’ Reports/Old Business 

The minutes of the previous meeting, found in Rocky Tales, was approved unanimously 

after first move by Jack Norton and second by Courtney Payton. 

Steve shared Terri Foster’s resignation from her positions as Havasu Rocks Director 

and Two Year Director.  He thanks Terri for an extraordinary job in the museum store.  

She will continue to volunteer at the museum store, but felt she needed to pass the 

directorship on to another. Steve announced that the position is open, and he hopes 

that someone will come up to take it.  Her position as Two Year Director has been filled 

by Christine Evans, who was sworn in at the board meeting on Tuesday. He introduced 

Christine to the membership.  Welcome, Christine! 

The chili cook off was successful and he hopes the group can continue having get-

togethers like it in the future. A barbeque picnic is planned for later this month.  More on 

that later. 
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Steve, along with Jane Highness, Michele Trumbull and Tom Lucas, gave tours and 

demonstrations to 70+ 4th grade students and their teachers from Smoketree 

Elementary School, this morning. 

The Treasurer’s report was given by Michele.  Reports are available to anyone wishing 

to see them. Requests can be made to the treasurer. 

Leslie Rosario, Assistant Director of Havasu Rocks’ museum store, states they have 

had a fairly good month, although the overall sales are less than previously. She is 

asking for volunteers from the membership.  Even an hour or two would be welcome.  

The store hours are 11 to 3, Tuesday through Saturday. 

The Lapidary Shop & store are having good attendance, but it isn’t enough to carry the 

shop for the summer. Steve and Tom Lucas picked up a donated 18 inch saw to replace 

the 14 inch saw that needs repair and a new blade. The board agreed to the purchase 

of a 10 inch tile water saw that could be used for rough sawing, rather than using the 

smaller trim saws. Michele said “thank you” to the people who volunteer in the lapidary 

shop. She has a new cell phone that is in the name of the Society, rather than Linda 

Harley’s name. It has Wi-Fi and can be used to answer voicemails and do internet and 

texting. 

Carrie, Sargent at Arms, reminds members to raise their hands to speak and to avoid 

conversations that are not part of the meeting. 

Membership Chairperson, Rose Mann, announced that there are 12 new members, 

making a total of 272 members. She asks that we check the emails to see if ours is 

correct, as some people have not been receiving their emails. New members and 

guests, Neil, Pepper, Evan, Bob, Wendy and Bill, received polished rocks from Carrie. 

There was a 15 minute recess. 

Michele presented a short video about Chalcedony. 

Karen Sawyer was introduced as the new Website Manager.  She showed a short 

presentation on the web page she is working on. Thank you, Karen! 

The 50/50 raffles were won by Doug Frisch and Bruce Davies. 

The cabochon contest was won by Jane Highness. 

New Business 

The current status of the club’s presence in the museum store is still to be determined. 

The museum board will decide what they expect monetarily, and the club board will 

meet to vote on it.  The museum store sales, or some form of income, is necessary to 

keep the Lapidary Shop open. 
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Field Trips were discussed.  There is a turquoise trip planned that has been on the 

website.  Also, Steve announced a trip next Monday, the 17th, to the jasper site. Those 

interested should meet at Bashas parking lot at 8:30 am. 

Steve is thinking about a possible move for the membership meetings, because the 

church sometimes does not have enough chairs for our meetings. He said he is looking 

at the yacht club. 

Gem Show update:  the Aquatic Center is secured for November 8 and 9. It is more 

expensive than previous years. 

Renaissance Fair: we have not received an invitation as in previous years, so will 

probably not be part of it this year. If anyone wishes to be part of it, go to their website, 

as there may still be slots open. 

Carrie reminded us of the annual Barbecue on March 29, at 2pm, at Rotunda A at 

Rotary Park. The club will furnish hamburgers and hot dogs, condiments and utensils, 

pop and water.  We are asked to bring sides and desserts.  Also, alcohol is allowed at 

this site, but we must bring our own. 

The rock table drawings were made, and everyone chose a rock to take home. 

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:07pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandra Willis, Secretary 

 

LHGMS Member’s Featured Rock Finds  

Bill Pfeiffer shared some of his latest finds –great pieces of Selenite from 

the Selenite rockhounding trip out by Topock. 
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Selenite Rose- Natural 

Light 

Selenite Rose w/ short wave 

uv light 

Selenite Rose after light 

was turned off 

 

 
Phosphorescent! 

 

 

Selenite backlit with flash light 

 

Second photo is Selenite in short wave uv light. 

 

Share your great rock finds with the club! Submit photos and information for 

inclusion in Rocky Tales to Joyce McCluskey, Editor, at 

bigmamablue@gmail.com. 

 

CLUB INFORMATION  

 

The Purpose of this Society shall be to:  

1. Increase our appreciation of the beauty and value of the land in which we live.  

2. Foster good fellowship among the members.  

3. Host an annual Gem and Mineral Show for the community.  

4. Foster awareness of the earth sciences by:  
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• Increasing knowledge pertaining to minerals, gems, and rocks.  

• Disseminating knowledge of collecting and classification of minerals, fossils, and 

rocks through collection and classification.  

• Improving the practical knowledge of cutting, grinding, and polishing materials to 

use in the design and creation of jewelry and other useful objects.  

• Provide educational scholarships in the scientific fields.  

• Procure and improve the Society’s property.  

   

STANDING COMMITTEES  
  

Events  Open  

Field Trips  Elley Ringo, Chair  

Finance  Michele Trumbull 

Gem Show  Open  

Hospitality  Jane Highness/Sandy Guelff 

Havasu Rocks  Open 

Lapidary Shop  Jason Upchurch  

Membership  Rose Mann  

Communication  Open 

If you are interested in being on one of the above committees, or chairing a 

committee, please contact the President Steve Prather. 

 

 

AD HOC COMMITTEES 

(meet on an as-needed basis) 

By-Laws  Sandra Willis 

Nominating As needed 

Scholarship Sandra Willis 

Election As needed 

Audit As needed 
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Budget As needed 

Inventory As needed 

 

The Lake Havasu Gem and Mineral Society meets the second Friday of 

each month from Sept. through May. Fiscal Year: February 1 – January 

31.  

Name badges are required for all members. One time or replacement 

badge cost $15.00  

Annual membership dues are payable on: 

Due January 1 for all members who joined before July, 2024. (due Jan. 1 

and delinquent after February meeting) 

Due month of membership for all members who joined after July 2024. (due 

the first day of the month of join month and delinquent after the next 

month’s meeting) 

 Single membership cost is $20.00 and Junior membership cost is $10.00 

 

Payment should be remitted to:  

Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society ATTN: Membership  

PO Box 990  

Lake Havasu City AZ 86405  

The Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Rocky 

Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Societies (RMFMS) and associated 

with the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS).  

  

Rocky Tales Newsletter is published monthly from September – May. 

Members are encouraged to submit articles for publication. The submission 

of news and articles deadline is the 3rd Friday of the month by email to:  

Rocky Tales Editor: Joyce McCluskey at bigmamablue@gmail.com  
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Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/HavaRockShop2017  

Website Administrator is Karen Sawyer http:/www.lakehavasugms.com  


