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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
MAY 10, 2024 

 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
2170 Havasupai Boulevard 

(corner of Havasupai Blvd. and Acoma Blvd.) 
Lake Havasu City, AZ  86403 

 
Visiting @ 6:30 p.m. 

Meeting Begins @ 7:00 p.m. 
 

The Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. goes 
dark during the months of June, July and August. 
Our next General Membership meeting will be on 

September 13, 2024. 
 

Our Havasu Rocks Store and Lapidary Shop will 
continue to be open during the aforementioned 

months. 
 

We wish everyone a wonderful summer! 
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CLUB INFORMATION 
 

The Purpose of this Society shall be to: 
 

A. Increase our appreciation of the beauty and 
value of the land in which we live. 
B. Foster good fellowship among its members. 
C. Host an annual Gem and Mineral Show for the 
community. 
D. Foster awareness of the earth sciences by: 

1. Increasing knowledge pertaining to minerals, 
gems, and rocks. 
2. Disseminating knowledge of collecting and 
classification of minerals, fossils and rocks 
through collection and classification. 
3. Improving the practical knowledge of cutting, 
grinding and polishing materials to use in the 
design and creation of jewelry and other useful 
objects. 

E. Provide  educational  scholarships  in  the 
scientific fields. 
F. Procure and improve the Society’s property. 
 
The Lake Havasu Gem and Mineral Society 
meets the second Friday of each month from 
September through May. 
 
The membership typically votes to eliminate the 
June, July, and August meetings. 
 
Fiscal Year: February 1 – January 31. 
 
Name badges are required for all members.  One 
time or replacement badge cost is $12.00 
 
Annual Membership dues are payable on January 
1 and are delinquent after the February meeting.   
 

Single membership cost is $20.00 
Junior membership cost is $10.00 

 
Please remit payment to: 
 
Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society 
Attn: Membership Chairperson 
P.O. Box 990 
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86405-0990 
 
The Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society is a 
member of The Rocky  Mountain  Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies (RMFMS) and associated 
with the American Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies (AFMS). 

OFFICERS and DIRECTORS 
 

Jason Upchurch President  
 

Vacant  Vice President 
 

Bruce Davies  Secretary 
 

Linda Harley  Treasurer 
 

Carrie Morkert Sgt at Arms 
 

Vacant  One Year Director 
 

Terry Foster  Two Years Director 
 

Helen Reyes  Three Years Director 
 

Rick Kerber  Past President 
 

Kathy Padilla Director, Havasu Rocks 
Rose Mann Asst Dir, Havasu Rocks 
 

Steve Prather  Director, Lapidary Shop 
     Operations 
 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Communications Jane Highness 
Event   Open 
Field Trip   Open 
Finance   Linda Harley 
Gem Show   Jason Upchurch 
Hospitality  Open 
Havasu Rocks Kathy Padilla 
Lapidary Shop  Steve Prather 
Membership  Rose Mann 
Program   Open 
 
Rocky Tales is published monthly except for June, 
July and August. The submission deadline is the 
3rd Friday of the month by email to: 
bartobra@gmail.com 
 

Rocky Tales Editor: Barbara Wiggins 
 

Website Moderator: Jane Highness 

http://www.lakehavasugms.com/ 
 
Facebook Page: Jane Highness 
https://www.facebook.com/HavaRockShop2017 
 

mailto:bartobra@gmail.com
http://www.lakehavasugms.com/
https://www.facebook.com/HavaRockShop2017
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Once again I would like to especially thank everyone who helped get the shop 
moved and set up.  It was a big task and doesn’t happen very often so it was crucial 
to get the help we did.  The new shop is ready to open and should hopefully be a 

great opportunity for this club.  A grand opening is coming soon and so is summer so get your rock 
hounding in as it is getting hot!   See you all at the last meeting of the season on May 10th! 
 
Jason Upchurch - President 

 
 

¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°` 
 
 

LAKE HAVASU GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
2170 Havasupai Boulevard 

Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403 
 
Board members present: 

President, Jason Upchurch 
Past President, Rick Kerber  
Vice President, Open 
Secretary, Bruce Davies 
Treasurer, Linda Harley  
Sargent at Arms, Carrie Morkert  
Havasu Rocks Director, Kathy Padilla 
Havasu Rocks Assistant Director, Rose Mann 
Lapidary Shop Director, Steve Prather  
Three Year Director, Helen Reyes (NP) 
Two Year Director, Terry Foster 
One Year Director, Connie Cejmer (NP) 
 
Call to order 7:03 pm 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Carrie Morkert, Sargent at Arms. 
 
The Minutes of the previous meeting, published in Rocky Tales was voted in unanimously after 
motion by Bamby Wallingford and a second by Kathy Padilla and passed unanimously. 
 
The Treasurer Report was given by Linda Harley the Club Treasurer. The report is not published 
but is available for perusal by club members. Contact Linda if needed. A motion was made by Rick 
Kerber and a second by Doreen Davis and passed unanimously.  
 
Membership.  Rose reported that there were 7 new members added last month and new 
members were in attendance. The new members in attendance were given a rock from Sargent at 
Arms, Carrie Morkert. The Club currently has 246 members up from last month’s total of 220 
members. 
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Club Retail Store Kathy Padilla, Store Director said the store is doing well. Kathy announced the 
store has added many new products including Ammonites and geodes. Kathy also stated that the 
club is looking forward to supporting the community youth event “Hobbies not Habits”. The club will 
be purchasing two (2) bikes to be raffled at the Youth Event. Kathy also reminded the members 
about the Sunday Car Show in the museum parking lot and the museum will be raffling a gift 
basket at the car show.   
 
Lapidary Shop report by Steve Prather: Steve announced that the Lapidary Shop is in the process 
of moving to the new location. The address of the new location is 709 Lake Havasu Blvd.  A Grand 
Opening will be announced after the move is complete. The new location will allow the club room 
to offer Kids’ workshop.   
 
Web Page Update:  The web page can be accessed at https://lakehavasugms.com. 
 
Upcoming Events:  The Youth Event “Hobbies not Habits” April 27 from 10am to 1pm. 
 
Field Trips:   
 
New / Old Business: 
 
Following the break: The 50/50 tickets were won by Donnie Rollins ($25) and Sandi Guelff ($15).  
3 Gift Baskets were raffled off and Martin Moffitt won 2 of the three baskets with the third basket 
going to Wendy Heckathron.  There was also a raffle for a beautiful faceted amethyst crystal which 
was also won by Martin. Congratulations to Martin for an unprecedented winning night. 
 
Everybody in attendance had the opportunity to pick a rock from the table. 
        
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bruce Davies 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

https://lakehavasugms.com/
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COPROLITE 
excerpted from Wikipedia.com, Paleoelegance.com, tellmewhereonearth.com 

 
Coprolite is fossilized feces. Coprolites are classified as trace fossils as opposed to body fossils, as 
they give evidence for the animal's behavior, in this case, diet. The name is derived from the Greek 
words kopros meaning “dung” and lithos meaning “stone”. They were originally known as “fossil fir 
cones” and “bezoar stones”. They serve a valuable purpose in paleontology because they provide 
direct evidence of the predation and diet of extinct organisms. Like other fossils, coprolites have 
had much of their original composition replaced by mineral deposits such as silicates and calcium 
carbonates. 
 
Coprolites record the diet, feeding behavior, and habitat of prehistoric animals. Paleontologists can 
study the contents of a coprolite to see what one meal of an animal consisted of. For example, if 
the coprolite consists of partially digested plant material (leaves, seeds, bark, roots), the animal in 
question was probably an herbivore (plant-eater); if the coprolite contains bits of animal material 
(crushed bits of bones, sinew, claws), the animal in question was a carnivore (meat-eater). 
 
The first coprolites were identified in the early 1820's by geologist William Buckland. They have 
been recorded in deposits ranging in age from the Cambrian period to recent times and are found 
worldwide. One example of coprolites was found in the Montana Badlands. They were full of plant 
material from redwood trees such as pine cones. They had dung beetle tracks and burrows in the 
specimens. The strata of the rock in which they were found dated to 75 million years ago. They 
were the size of basketballs. Since Maiasaura dinosaur fossils were nearby, it was concluded that 
they were Maiasaura dinosaur coprolites (an herbivorous duckbilled dinosaur). Another discovery 
of coprolites occurred in the 1990's when a man in Alberta, Canada found a two foot coprolite. It 
tested positive for high amounts of phosphorus and contained chopped bits of organic matter. The 
rock strata dated it to 75 million years old. The size of it meant it was from a large animal. They 
also found chopped up bones in it, meaning it came from a carnivore animal. Based on the area in 
which it was found, it was considered to be from an older smaller cousin of a T-Rex. 
 
Non-gem coprolite may be found throughout the world, but agatized coprolite in the United States 
is limited to localities in Utah, Colorado, Arizona and Montana. Such agatized coprolite often 
displays remnants of what dinosaurs consumed in colorful patterns within the coprolite matrix. The 
size and color of these agatized pockets determines coprolite value, barring the discovery of large 
inclusions of clearly defined bone or plant residue, the presence of which also increase the value 
of the piece. Since coprolite is a fossil, some countries place restrictions on its export in rough form 
or as jewelry, even when found on private land. 
 
Coprolite is evaluated in a manner similar to dinosaur gem bone, but is more straightforwardly 
assessed by the features of color, brightness, pattern, and durability. The most sought after of 
coprolites exhibit colors such as neon yellow, bright red or orange, while the more drab earth 
colors tend to be among the lowest priced of such pieces. Prized patterns include banding and 
multicolored banding, with the presence of plant and/or animal tissue being highly desirable. 
 
Source: The Living Stones, 11/2018 
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April Picnic
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GARNETS 
 
Garnets are cubic minerals with the general formula A3B2Si3O12 where A can be Mg, Ca, Mn2+, 
and Fe2+ and B can be Al, V3+, Cr3+, Mn3+, and Fe3+. Even though garnets are cubic, you will 
probably never see a natural crystal of garnet in the shape of a cube. In fact they don’t form 
octahedral either - or tetrahexahedra or trisoctahedra. They only form as dodecahedra and 
trapezohedra, crystals with some of both, and some with hex octahedral modifications. I have 
included some crystal drawing of common garnet crystal shapes for your perusal. In addition to the 
common elements, there are a few weird elements that can be found in some natural garnets but, 
for a change, I don’t want to get involved with the weird stuff too much. (At this point I should also  
mention that man has  created several  materials of  unusual composition  with the garnet structure 
that are not likely to ever be found in nature, such as YAG - yttrium aluminum garnet and GGG - 
gadolinium gallium garnet, but I will not dwell on these either.) Simple multiplication of the 4 A 
elements and the 5 B elements indicates that there are at least 20 possible garnet end-members. 
Not all of these have been found yet and some may never be but there are still a lot of garnets 
around. And don’t forget, most garnets will have a little bit of everything in them; natural garnets 
that are even close to an end-member in composition are quite rare. All of the Al varieties are 
common: they are Mg-Al-pyrope, Ca-Al-grossular, Mn-Al-spessartine, and Fe-Al-almandine (not an 
-ite ending in the group). The Fe3+ garnets are represented by Mg-Fe-majorite, Ca-Fe-andradite, 
and Mn-Fe-calderite. An Fe-Fe garnet isn’t known but should be possible-keep looking. The Cr 
garnets are Mg-Cr-knorringite and Ca-Cruvarovite while the only V garnet is goldmanite which was 
originally described from the Grants, N.M. area. There are no Mn3+ garnet end-members known 
but these may turn up someday. In addition to these end-member garnet names we can find a 
number of names given to certain garnets to help sell them as gems. These include demantoid, a 
beautiful green, Cr bearing andradite; tsavorite, a very beautiful, emerald green, KV bearing 
grossular: topazolite and verdolite, yellow and green varieties of andradite; rhodolite, a pinkish-
purple almandine; and Malaya (ma-lye-ah) a pinkish-orange pyrope-spessartine. 
 
The various garnets are found in a wide variety of rock types. The Ca-garnets are almost invariable 
found where igneous intrusions have invaded into limestones. The calcite from the limestone 
combines with silica and the other metals which emanate from the intrusion. Well, all except 
Goldmanit which forms by combining Ca from calcite, V from tyuyamunite, and silica from a basalt 
sill. Mg garnets (pyrope, Cr-pyrope, and knorringite) tend to come from ultramafic igneous rocks. 
Spessartine garnets tend to come from acid igneous rocks like rhyolites and pegmatites. 
Almandines are the common garnet of regionally metamorphosed rocks like schists and gneisses. 
 
Well, which one is the birthstone and what is the significance of this birthstone? 
 
All of the red garnets-almandine, pyrope, rhodolite - qualify as the January birthstone. There is no 
real significance to the birthstone. It is essentially a sales gimmick to help sell more stones to 
people. (Wait a minute, I sell jewelry myself.) Hey Lady! Wanna buy a nice necklace with your 
birthstone? What about a ring or a pair of earrings? You just gotta have something with your own, 
personal birthstone. 
 
Source: News Nuggets, 2/1990 
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WHY GOLD DISCOLORS 
 

The most common reason gold will turn 
different colors is due to chemical reactions 
with the alloyed metals mixed with the gold 
when it is exposed to a caustic element. 
Some of these chemicals are present in 
common household products. Swimming pool 
chlorides and Clorox based household 
cleaners will definitely cause gold to change 
to an ugly gray. Mercury from a broken 
thermometer can literally dissolve the gold 
right out of a ring leaving a burned black spot 
or hole. Copier ribbons contain xylem, which 
can cause yellow gold to turn white, and 
some ink stamp pads contain a medium 
which will do the same thing. Smog fumes, 
perspiration, saltwater, or even certain fruit 
juices can all cause a discoloring effect on 
gold. Whenever you are going swimming in 
chlorinated water or will be working with 
solvents or cleaners it is best to remove your 
jewelry. If you get any of these chemicals on 
your jewelry clean it with a mild solution of 
baking soda and rinse well before wearing it 

again, or take it to your local jeweler for a professional cleaning. The most common reason gold 
will discolor your skin is metallic abrasion. Many cosmetics contain compounds harder than the 
jewelry itself. These compounds in the cosmetics will wear away microscopic particles of gold, 
which will collect in the pores of your skin.  
 
Very fine metal particles always appear black, not metallic. When the particles stick to your skin in 
quantities, they will form a black smudge. To prevent this you should remove your jewelry when 
applying cosmetics and then carefully clean the area so it is free of any cosmetics where the 
jewelry is to be worn. Changing cosmetic brands may also help. Gold itself will not corrode, but the 
primary alloys that are mixed with 10 and 14 karat-gold will. They are copper and silver. Under 
moist conditions, a person's perspiration which contains fats and fatty acids can cause corrosion in 
karat gold jewelry. The level of corrosion will differ, based upon each individual's unique body 
chemistry. Things that you can do to prevent your jewelry from tarnishing or turning your fingers 
black are, remove all jewelry before using soaps, perfumes, or cosmetics, and have your jewelry 
cleaned frequently. You will be amazed at how nice it will look when kept free of oils and dirt.  
 
Eighteen-carat gold jewelry is less likely to change because of the lower alloy content and platinum 
jewelry is nearly impervious to chemical corrosion. Of all the different types of jewelry it will wear 
the best and give you the least amount of trouble, especially if you experience constant problems 
with discoloration and black smudges.  
 
Source: The Rockytier, 9/2001, via The RockCollector, 1/2014 
  



Rocky Tales               Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.                           MAY 2024 
 

 9 

WHAT IS THAT ROCK? IS IT FLUORITE? 
Prof. Philip R. Kesten, Ph.D. 

Department of Physics 
Santa Clara University 

 
If you're a rock collector, even if you've only been at it for a short time, you have learned how to 
identify crystal and mineral specimens. You might test the (Mohs) hardness of the specimen, which 
can be a dead giveaway in the identification of a mineral. (You can remember the Mohs hardness 
scale using the mnemonic "The Girls Can Flirt And Other Queer Things Can Do" ... from a Mohs 
hardness of 1 to hardness 10, that is talc, gypsum, calcite, fluorite, apatite, orthoclase (feldspar), 
quartz, topaz, corundum, and diamond.) You might also test the streak color of a specimen by 
rubbing it against a plate of unglazed porcelain. Because the color of the streak that a particular 
mineral leaves is always the same regardless of any variations in apparent color of a stone, a 
streak test can also be a dead giveaway in the identification of a specimen.  
 
But if you are collector, you likely look first at the shape and color of a mineral or crystal in order to 
identify it. Bright yellow, with crystals that have four sides and that come to a point? Sulfur! Gray in 
color, with six-sided crystals that come to a point? Smokey quartz! A deep blue, spectacularly star-
shaped crystal formed by six four-sided pyramids back-to-back? That's cumengeite - perhaps you 
are lucky enough to have a specimen in your collection. And how about that distinctively purple 
crystal of fluorite?  
 
Wait! You have a specimen of fluorite, but it is not purple? Not a surprise. Fluorite is found in a 
variety of colors. Purple, yes, but also light and dark blue, and light and dark green. Yellow and 
white fluorites are also not uncommon.  
 
Let us spend a moment considering what gives rise to the colors of the rocks we collect. (And, 
really, what gives rise to the colors of everything.)  
 
Visible light is a mixture of every color in the rainbow. (You can remember the colors in the rainbow 
using the mnemonic "ROY G. BIV" ... Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo, Violet. These are 
the colors in the order that you see them in a rainbow, and also in order from the lowest to the 
highest energy carried by a photon - a packet of light - of that color. Although, sorry, Roy G. Biv is 
not the name of a famous scientist.) When light strikes the surface of an object that it cannot 
penetrate, photons of some colors get absorbed and some get reflected... and whatever colors are 
reflected determine how we see the object. When light strikes a piece of azurite, for example, 
mostly blueish photons are reflected, while photons of most other colors are absorbed. The color of 
light bouncing off that azurite and heading toward your eyes is therefore mostly blue. Azurite is 
blue.  
 
When light passes through an object, something similar happens - some colors of light are 
absorbed and others are absorbed.  
 
Consider a crystal of ruby. Ruby, a variety of corundum, is composed of aluminum oxide (Al2O3) 
molecules - two atoms of the element aluminum bonded together with three atoms of oxygen. 
Aluminum oxide molecules cannot absorb the energy carried by most photons, so when light 
passes into a ruby crystal, most photons - most colors of light - pass straight through. The energy 
carried by reddish light, however, is just right to make those molecules wiggle, which means that 
light of those colors gets absorbed. Because the molecules cannot hold on to the red-light energy 
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for long, it is quickly reemitted. Reemitted in a random direction - reddish light is scattered by 
repeated absorption and reemission. Rubies are red.  
 
So now to fluorite! Molecules of calcium fluoride - two fluorine atoms bonded to a calcium atom - 
are the building blocks of fluorite. Millions of years ago, as calcium fluoride molecules accumulated 
in hydrothermal veins in Earth's crust, the heated, liquid environment enabled those molecules to 
connect to each other in regular, organized, lattice structures... crystals!  
 
Pure crystals of calcium fluoride are not purple, however. Nor are they blue or green or yellow. A 
pure fluorite crystal is transparent and colorless. Yes, fluorite displays a wide variety of colors. 
Purple, blue, green, and yellow fluorite is common. Clear, white, brown, black, and even an orange 
variety of fluorite can be found. And yes, a variety of fluorite - rainbow fluorite - exhibits a whole 
rainbow of colors in a single rock, often in bands. What gives fluorite its rainbow of colors? 
Impurities and imperfections.  
 
The variety of colors we see in specimens of fluorite results from impurities - small amounts of 
atoms that are neither calcium nor fluorine that snuck into the calcium fluoride molecules as the 
rock was forming millions of years ago. Colors can also arise when structural defects occur in the 
connecting of the CaF2 molecules to each other, for example, when excessive heating pushes 
some fluorine atom pairs out of their normal positions in that lattice of molecules.  
 
When a pair of fluorine atoms is pushed out of position, one of the electrons in those atoms gets 
left behind. The nature of that electron enables it to absorb a specific amount of energy, the energy 
that happens to be carried by purple light. The electrons cannot hold onto the absorbed energy for 
long, however, so that energy, in the form of purple light, is reemitted. Reemitted in a random 
direction, so purple light passing into the crystal is scattered off in all directions. Light coming out of 
the fluorite crystal is purple. Fluorite looks purple.  
 
When manganese atoms replace calcium atoms at the centers of some calcium fluoride molecules 
(while the crystal was forming), these impurities scatter orange light. A small amount of yttrium 
makes fluorite blue, a bit of cerium gives fluorite a yellow-green color, and samarium gives rise to 
highly prized green fluorites. And when atoms of the rare-earth element europium replace some of 
the calcium atoms in a fluorite crystal, it makes the stone glow (fluoresce) when illuminated with 
ultraviolet light. (Did you guess? That is where "fluorite" got its name!)  
 
As a collector, you almost certainly seek out specimens of all and every mineral. But given the 
wide variety colors with which they present, you might enjoy having a special "sub"-collection of 
just fluorites. (I have a shelf in one of my display cases devoted just to fluorite!) And we haven't 
even touched on the other fascinating aspect of fluorite, the different and varied shapes of its 
crystals. Perhaps we can explore that in another issue. 
 
Source:  Breccia, 4/2022 
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Backing Turquoise Tips 
by Mike DeMeritt 

 
I have fielded many questions about backing turquoise lately, so here's a step-by-step.... This 
works well for any material that needs backing, not just turquoise.  
 
1. Find a decent pane of glass (plexiglas will work...) at least a foot square or so, thickness doesn't 
matter much but I usually prefer a thick piece for breakability reasons.  
 
2. Wrap it with wax paper, tape the paper on the other side so it lays perfectly flat on the side that 
you will be backing on. If there are waves or creases in the wax paper, they will show up on the 
bottoms of your cabs (can be flat-lapped flat, but takes more time and gums up laps...)  
 
3. Get some backing compound, "Liquid Steel," or "JB Weld."  If there is better/worse grades, get 
the best. If they are available in 15-minute or 24-hour varieties be sure to get the longest-curing 
variety (usually 24-hour...) I use JB Weld Professional Strength 24-Hour, you can get it at Ace 
Hardware. I buy the (2) 5-ounce tubes size, saves a bunch of money over the 1-oz size and 
doesn't get used up over­night.  
 
4. Arrange all of your ready-to-be-backed slabs/preforms in the way you want them oriented (best 
side up).  
 
5. Mix equal parts resin and hardener. This takes some getting used to with JBW, the hardener 
comes out much thicker than the resin - the trick is to try to make the "squeezes" even. Some 
people back cabs one at a time, probably the best when you start out. I back them by the 20's and 
30's by mixing a big batch of JBW, then spreading it out on the wax-paper-covered-glass. I use a 
one- or two-inch plastic plaster spreader for this, makes it easy to lay an even-thickness "pancake."  
I use another piece of waxed paper for the mixing of the epoxy, makes clean-up easy (do not 
simply mix it on the glass and then spread it - on the bottom your cabs will be a nasty un-mix of 
resin and hardener)! Take any flat slabs and flat preforms and sandpaper the side that will lay on 
the epoxy with a rough piece of sand­paper. No need to go crazy, just make some grooves on the 
underside that the glue can stick to. When you are happy with the thickness, level of your backing 
epoxy, lay your slabs/preforms on the "pancake" and press them just hard enough into the epoxy 
to set it into the sandpaper grooves you previously made. If you have pieces that are flat on one 
side and natural on the other, and you want to orient the flat side up, no problem, just sink those 
pieces into the epoxy a bit more (so it fills all of the voids - these pieces sometimes need thicker 
backing). Be careful when grinding & polishing these pieces not to grind through turq/matrix into 
those backing-filled voids (some cutters don't mind this and some even dye the backing to look 
nice when it shows through, personally makes me wince! When this happens to me I just saw into 
more cabs, not willing to have cabs with backing showing through...)  
 
6. When you are satisfied with every cab's position, depth into the backing, etc., step back and 
allow to harden for at least 24 hours. Don't forget that this chunk of backing will have many cabs on 
it and when it dries, the cabs must be cut out of the "pancake" with a 4 or 6-inch saw - hard to do if 
the preforms aren't arranged to make this easier. This whole concept comes with practice more 
than anything else; eventually you will arrange all perfectly and waste as little as possible... 
 
7. When everything is dry and hard, pull the tape on one side of the glass and carefully lift the 
pancake up at an angle. Carefully peel the pancake and waxed paper apart.  
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8. Cut the preforms out of the pancake and start cutting cabs!  
 
9. If, after final cutting, there are any voids on the perimeter of where the backing and turquoise 
meet, fill those voids with more backing compound (use an alcohol wipe to wipe over the fill 
afterward, helps keep excess glue off polished areas...)  
 
Source: Cutting Remarks, 1/2014 
 
 

 
 
 

Ripple Marks on your Slabs? 
 
There are several reasons for this problem: 
 

1 - the carriage (or arbor) may be out of alignment. 
2 - the blade may be dished. 
3 - the bearing may be faulty. 
4 - the blade may not fit the shaft properly. 
5 - the feed speed may be too fast. 

 
To find a remedy, slow the feed speed. At the same time, make sure the blade is sharp. If it is not 
sharp, dress by running a piece of brick or grinding stone through several times. If this doesn't  
help, check the alignment. Check the bearings by trying to wiggle the shaft. If it wobbles, the 
bearings are faulty. Be sure there isn't any dirt under the shaft collars. If your check indicates 
misalignment, and you don't have the experience to realign the carriage, contact your supplier or 
manufacturer. 
 
Don't let the blade slow down during cutting. Variation in rpm destroys accuracy, reduces cutting 
efficiency and dulls the cutting edges of the blade. Use ample motor power. When running the 
piece through by hand, use only light, firm pressure. 
 
Tighten vise clamps after every few cuts for a smoother cut. Successive slabs are sawed from one 
piece of rough. 
 
To cushion rocks in a vise, use rubber composition such as stair treads, boot soles etc. If blocks 
must be used, line with the composition for a snug fit. 
 
To mark rocks for trim sawing, use a Flair pen instead of the aluminum pencil. It is easier to see 
and doesn't run in oil coolants. It is also water soluble.  
 
Source: Rock Chip Reporter, 10/1997, via The RockCollector, 9/2001 
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Hints n’ Such 
 
These hints were gathered primarily from the bulletins 
and web sites of other clubs.  You should always use 
them with caution because some are untried and 
others may not be tried and true.  Just ideas! 

 
Soak perlite in CLR for about 2 hours. Then 
soak them in hot water till it cools. Use a 
plastic bristle brush and most the perlite 
should come off. 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
Occasionally someone inadvertently gets 
some steel or iron contamination in the pickle-
pot.  Usually it is a broken saw blade or drill 
bit, and when this happens and a piece of 
metal is placed in the pickle-pot, the metal 
gets an instant copper flashing on the piece 
of jewelry.  It does not have a desirable 
appearance.  Find the piece of metal that is 
causing the contamination and remove it from 
the pickle -- a magnet is very useful in 
locating the iron or steel.  Once the iron or 
steel is removed, the pickle solution may be 
used without causing any further plating.  The 
copper flashing can easily and quickly be 
stripped off the metal item by getting a scoop 
of pickle from the pickle-pot and adding an 
equal amount of hydrogen peroxide to the 
pickle.  Put the plated object in this solution, 
and the plating is stripped in about two 
minutes or less.  This solution is good for only 
about 15 minutes unless it is stored in a dark 
sealed container.  The solution may be 
returned to the pickle-pot after use as the 
hydrogen peroxide breaks down to make 
water.  Note: The hydrogen peroxide is the 
same hydrogen peroxide sold in drug stores 
and is part of almost all first aid kits. 
 
Source: by Tom Wright in The Backbender's 
Gazette, 2/2006  
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
Brighten Your Ivory - Don't put ivory in the 
dark. It is one substance that needs light. If it 

has started to yellow, take a half lemon, rub it 
in some salt, then rub it over the ivory object. 
The lemon will work on the yellow 
discoloration. After it is dry, dampen a soft 
cloth with lukewarm water and rub the ivory 
piece to give it a bright finish.  
 
Source: Nodule Nocker News, 11/1995, via 
Rockhound Rambling, 8/2003 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
Black rouge is for gold, silver, and German 
silver. Gives a high polish. 
 

Green rouge is for platinum, chrome, 
stainless steel, and hard materials. 
 

Red rouge is for gold, silver, and soft metals 
and materials. 
 

White rouge is for the harder metals such as 
platinum, chrome, stainless steel, and some 
of the harder material. 
 

Yellow rouge is for roughing in, as it cuts 
faster. It usually has a base of beeswax to 
hold the polish in. It is for hard materials such 
as chrome and stainless steel. 
 

Source: Homer's Corner, date unknown, via 
Rockhound Rambling, 8/2003 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
Ed Harker suggests this method to break 
open a geode. Take a string (preferably a 
non-synthetic like yarn, hemp, or cotton) and 
soak in lighter fluid or some other flammable 
liquid. Tie the string around the geode. Wash 
your hands, move the geode safety away 
from the flammable source or from ignitable 
materials, and carefully light the string. Use a 
chisel and hammer the chisel into the geode 
along the line where the string was burned. 
Hopefully the geode will break. Use 
caution!!!!!  
 
Source:  M.A.G.S., 10/1999, via The 
RockCollector, 2/2012  
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