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Message from the President

Hello, Rockhounds!

What a fantastic month we’ve had! Our rockhounding trip
to Red Cloud Mine was absolutely awesome. We had four
vehicles with 12 adults, and everyone came back with
some incredible specimens from this world-class mine. A
special shout-out to our two junior members who joined
us and made some great finds of their own—it’s always
exciting to see the next generation getting involved!

Our chili cookoff at the shop was a huge success! A big
thank you to everyone who participated, and
congratulations to Bill Pfeiffer for taking home the bacon
(literally!). We had some fantastic entries, and the friendly
competition made for a great time.




Looking ahead, we have a busy and exciting month ahead:

* March 14 — We’ll be welcoming 64+ Smoketree students for a tour to check out our
recent shop store and lapidary. It's always great to share our passion for rocks and

minerals with young, curious minds!

* March 29 — I'm really looking forward to our club picnic at Rotary Park. It's a great

time to relax, catch up, and enjoy good company.

| hope to see everyone at our March meeting—let’s keep the excitement going!

Happy Rockhounding!
Steven Prather

Club President
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- Rock Hounders of the Month

Our Rock Hounders of the Month (editor’s choice) are
Christine Evans and Bill Pfeiffer. Bill and Christine
worked tirelessly for over two and half hours in the
blazing sun on the Selenite rock hounding trip in
Topock to dig two fellow club members out of the sand.

Christine and Bill are both generous volunteers in the
Gem and Mineral Society. Christine works as a much
needed monitor in the Lapidary Shop weekly and Bill
has been there for us when we needed extra hands to
haul and clean up after events or needed a truck and
strong back to haul out donated rocks.

Thanks to these two Society members for their efforts on behalf of the Lake Havasu
Gem and Mineral Society!

LHGMS EVENTS FOR SPRING 2025

March 1 Chili Cookoff Lapidary Shop

March 14 Smoketree School Tour of Shop

March 14 at 6:30 pm General Membership Meeting Mt. Olive Lutheran Church

March 29 at 2:00 pm BBQ Picnic Rotary Park, Rotunda A

April 4 — 6 Renaissance Faire

April 11 at 6:30 pm General Membership Meeting Mt. Olive Lutheran Church

April 18-26 Turquoise Mine Trip Email was sent out to members, info
Tonopah NV on webpage, sign up required

May 9 at 6:30 pm General Membership Meeting Mt. Olive Lutheran Church




Congratulations to Bill
Pfeiffer, our People’s Choice
Chili Cook Off Winner! Photo
is of Carrie Morkert, Sergent
of Arms, and Bill Pfeiffer
holding his $50 prize money
and wearing his medal.

Rock Hounding in the Desert is an Adventure but Can Be Deadly

Rockhounding in the Arizona desert during spring and summer can be an exciting
adventure, but it also comes with several hidden dangers. Here are some of the biggest
risks to be aware of:

1. Extreme Heat and Dehydration

* Heatstroke & Heat Exhaustion: Temperatures can easily soar above 100°F (38°C)
in spring and summer, leading to life-threatening heat-related illnesses.

» Dehydration: The dry desert climate can dehydrate you quickly, often before you
realize it leading to fatigue and disorientation.

» Solution: Carry plenty of water (at least 1 gallon or more per person per day), wear
a wide-brimmed hat, light-colored clothing, and schedule your activities during early
morning or late evening.

2. Venomous Creatures and Wildlife

+ Snakes: Rattlesnakes are active during warmer months and often blend into the
landscape. Mojave Green rattlesnakes are deadly. You only have thirty minutes to get to
the emergency room after a Mojave Green (also called California Green) rattlesnake
strike and get the antidote.

» Scorpions & Spiders: Bark scorpions and venomous spiders (like the black widow)
can be found under rocks or in shaded areas. Gila monsters are in deep holes and have
a painful bite. Killer bees are known to make hives in the desert.

» Wildlife should be scared of humans. If a fox, coyote, bobcat, or other animal
comes up to you, back away. It probably has rabies. Never pick up a bat! If you do get



bit by an animal or a bat, immediately go to the nearest emergency room and explain
what happened and where the animal/bat is located.

+ Solution: Always wear sturdy boots, gloves, carry a big walking stick/gun, and be
cautious when moving rocks or reaching into crevices. Have an exit strategy if
encountering Killer bees or a rabid animal.

3. Flash Floods

* Unexpected Rain: Desert thunderstorms, especially during monsoon season
(typically starting in July), can cause sudden flash floods.

* Dry Washes: These areas can quickly fill with fast-moving water, even if rain occurs
miles away.

+ Solution: Avoid hiking or rockhounding in dry washes or canyons, and always check
the weather forecast before heading out.

4. Disorientation and Getting Lost

+ Vast, Featureless Terrain: The desert landscape can be disorienting, especially in
areas with few landmarks.

» Poor Cell Reception: Many remote desert areas lack reliable cell service.

» Solution: Carry a GPS device, a physical map, and always let someone know your
planned route and expected return time. Know how to drop a pin of your location in a
Google map. Go with others.

5. Sun Exposure and UV Radiation
« Sunburn: UV radiation is much stronger in the desert.
+ Eye Damage: Prolonged exposure without sunglasses can damage your eyes.

» Solution: Use high-SPF sunscreen, wear sunglasses, and seek shade during the
hottest parts of the day.

6. Cactus and Other Desert Flora

» Spines and Thorns: Plants like cholla cactus can easily stick to your skin or clothing
and are painful to remove.

+ Solution: Be mindful of where you step or sit, and wear thick clothing and gloves.
Bring a first aid kit with tweezers or pliers to remove thorns and spines.

7. Physical Injuries

» Falls and Cuts: Loose rocks, uneven terrain, and steep areas increase the risk of
sprains, fractures, or cuts.



+ Solution: Use trekking poles, wear sturdy hiking boots, and don’t climb alone.
8. lllegal Collecting and Environmental Hazards

» Restricted Areas: Some areas are protected, like national parks or Native American
lands, and collecting is illegal.

» Solution: Research legal rockhounding sites and obtain any necessary permits.
9. Vehicle Breakdown or Getting Stuck

* Remote Locations: Getting stranded can be dangerous in remote desert areas. Tell
people where you are going and when you will be back.

« Solution: Carry extra fuel, a spare tire, a toolkit, extra water, food, and inform
someone about your trip details. Go with others in other vehicles.

10. Nighttime Temperatures

* Rapid Temperature Drops: Even during summer, desert nights can get surprisingly
cold.

+ Solution: Bring appropriate clothing for both hot days and cool nights.

If you plan to go rockhounding, preparation is key—pack more water and supplies than
you think you’ll need, bring a first aid kit, go with other people with cars, and always
respect the environment and any legal restrictions.
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Director Havasu Rocks & Two-Year Director Terry Foster



Asst Director Havasu Rocks Leslie Rosario

The meeting was called to order at 7pm, by President Steve Prather.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Sgt of Arms Carrie Morkert.
Old Business

Conduct at meetings was reviewed by Vice President Elley Ringo. Respect others and
be kind. Use good conduct to represent this club.

The Minutes from the previous meeting, found in “Rocky Tales” were approved
unanimously after first motion by Jane Highland, and second by Patrick Bell.

Elley reported on a Field Trip, to the Red Cloud mine in Yuma, either February 23, or
March 2. It will cost $35 per person and a 4WD vehicle is essential. The second is a trip
finding crystal points on Date Ridge Rd. in Wickenburg. This is on State Trust Land and
a permit will be needed by all. Elley will send information for obtaining it. It does not
require 4WD vehicles.

The Treasurer’s report was presented by Treasurer Michele Trumbull, and approved
unanimously after first motion by Carrie, and second by Terry Foster.

Terry Foster gave a presentation of Havasu Rocks(attached). The museum store is
doing well. The museum is asking for $377.50 per month from Havasu Rocks, which is
a third of the cost of running the museum. A written agreement will be coming. This
could create a problem because the store doesn’t always earn enough to pay for the
Lapidary shop, which is the main reason for its existence. Often the Society has to give
money to Havasu Rocks and Lapidary to make the rent and pay for equipment and
supplies. Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society is a 501c7, social club, and Havasu
Rocks and Lapidary is a 501¢3, non-profit organization. They are separate entities.
Terry said that she needs 2 volunteers per day, 11am to 3pm, Tuesday through
Saturday. If she can’t have 2 each day, the museum will charge more to pay for one of
their employees to work.

Steve reported on the Lapidary Shop, in Jason Upchurch’s absence. The shop is
running fine. Steve purchased a grinder wheel at Quartzsite for the shop. Wheels and
blades are needing replacement soon. Michele has been in the Lapidary shop working
in the retail area. It seems to be doing well but could not pay for the rent and upkeep of
the shop. Michele also needs to have volunteers in that shop



Sgt at Arms, Carrie Morkert, has been planning a chili cook-off, scheduled for March
1st. She asks for anyone interested to sign up during the break. There will be a $50
prize for the winner. It will be held in the lapidary shop. More information will be sent
out. Also, the annual picnic will be held on March 29, at Rotary Park. Details will be at
the next meeting.

Rose Mann, Membership Chairman, reported that there were 19 new members giving a
total of 249 members. Terry Jolin, new member, was given a polished rock by Carrie.

Sandie reported that a previous member, Bess Terrell, passed away on January 12. A
sympathy card was sent to the family. A card will be sent to Tarra Houde, who has been
ill. Sandie asked that she be notified of any members, past or present, that would
benefit from a message from the club.

A short break was taken. Thank you to all who brought goodies.
The 50/50 drawing was won by Richard Plunkett and Bruce Davies.
The cabochon contest was won by Paul Black

New Business

Steve thanked Joyce McCluskey for the “Rocky Tales” that she has started doing.
Joyce was not present.

Steve and Michele discussed CPR/AED classes for the members. It would be another
way to insure safety in the shop or on field trips. Maggie Aldridge, through the Red
Cross could accommodate 4 to 24 people for $65. More information will be coming.

A rock tumbling contest is coming up. There will be more information from Karen
Sawyer. Each person is given a set of rocks and two months later they are judged.

Steve said that there is a calendar at the lapidary shop which is up to date. Also check
the website for information.

Meeting minutes, standing rules and by-laws are also posted.

Michele asked if there is anyone in the club that can write grants. There are some
grants out there, but they need to be applied for.

Patrick Bell spoke about some Lake Havasu sand crystals. They have dated to 5 to 6
million years ago. He also said he could make a mineral tack in colors for attaching
specimens to surfaces for display.

The next membership meeting will be March 14, in this location.
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Sandra Willis, Secretary



CLUB INFORMATION

The Purpose of this Society shall be to:

1. Increase our appreciation of the beauty and value of the land in which we live.
2 Foster good fellowship among the members.
3. Host an annual Gem and Mineral Show for the community.
4 Foster awareness of the earth sciences by:
. Increasing knowledge pertaining to minerals, gems, and rocks.
. Disseminating knowledge of collecting and classification of minerals, fossils, and
rocks through collection and classification.
. Improving the practical knowledge of cutting, grinding, and polishing materials to
use in the design and creation of jewelry and other useful objects.
. Provide educational scholarships in the scientific fields.
. Procure and improve the Society’s property.
STANDING COMMITTEES
Events Open
Field Trips Elley Ringo, Chair
Finance Michele Trumbull
Gem Show Open
Hospitality Open
Havasu Rocks
Lapidary Shop Jason Upchurch
Membership Rose Mann

If you are interested in being on one of the above committees, or chairing a

committee, please contact the President Steve Prather.




The Lake Havasu Gem and Mineral Society meets the second Friday of

each month from Sept. through May. Fiscal Year: February 1 — January
31.

Name badges are required for all members. One time or replacement
badge cost $15.00

Annual membership dues are payable on:

Due January 1 for all members who joined before July, 2024. (due Jan. 1
and delinquent after February meeting)

Due month of membership for all members who joined after July 2024. (due
the first day of the month of join month and delinquent after the next
month’s meeting)

Single membership cost is $20.00 and Junior membership cost is $10.00

Payment should be remitted to:
Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society ATTN: Membership
PO Box 990
Lake Havasu City AZ 86405

The Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Rocky
Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Societies (RMFMS) and associated
with the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS).

Rocky Tales Newsletter is published monthly from September — May.
Members are encouraged to submit articles for publication. The submission
of news and articles deadline is the 3rd Friday of the month by email to:

Rocky Tales Editor: Joyce McCluskey at bigmamablue@gmail.com

Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/HavaRockShop2017

Website Administrator is Karen Sawyer http:/www.lakehavasugms.com
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Send Me Photos of Your Rocks and Minerals

Show the club what you’ve been finding and adding to your collection!
Send me photos of the rocks and minerals that you discover in your

rockhounding journey or bought and added to your collection so | can share
with the membership.

Send your best photos and descriptions to Joyce McCluskey at
bigmamablue@gmail.com.
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