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Message from the President 

As I step into the role of President for 2025, I am filled with enthusiasm for the unique 

gems and minerals we all search for and collect. Our nonprofit society is the oldest 

continually operating club in Lake Havasu. The Society was founded in 1969 and has 

always been a haven for people passionate about geology, mineralogy, and the lapidary 

arts. Together we have explored the Earth’s treasures, from the beautiful Fire Agates of 

Oatman to the earthy brown Gypsy Jasper in California. This year I propose we 

continue to embark on a journey that is as exciting as it is enlightening.  

Upcoming events include: 

• Workshops: hands-on sessions where we will craft and create jewelry and art, 

using wire wrapping, silversmithing and more. 

• Field Trips: Adventures to sites unearthing the hidden treasures of the great 

Southwest. 

• Guest Lectures: Insights from subject matter experts who share our passion for 

all things gems, minerals, and fossils! 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! 

Our retail stores and lapidary shop are the heart of our society, and they thrive solely 

through the dedication and enthusiasm of volunteers like you! 

Whether you are a seasoned rock hound or a curious newcomer, we have exciting 

opportunities for everyone. By volunteering in our workshop and stores, you will not only 

help maintain our equipment and preserve our community’s geological knowledge, but 

you will also have a chance to learn new skills, share your own expertise, and connect 

with fellow mineral enthusiasts. From equipment maintenance and retail store displays 

to helping at our annual rock and gem show or special events, your time and talents are 

invaluable.  

Our shop is more than just a workspace – it is a collaborative sanctuary where 

geological passion comes to life. We need your hands, your knowledge, and your spirit 

to keep our society’s legacy of earth science education and appreciation growing 

strong. Whether you can spare an hour or a day, your contribution makes a significant 
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difference. Let’s continue to polish our skills – quite literally – and showcase the 

incredible beauty of the geological world together! 

Enthusiastically, 

Steve Prather, President 

DO YOU WANT TO GET INVOLVED? ARE YOU READY TO 

VOLUNTEER? 

Tell Steve! 

Sign up for an event on the clipboards at the meetings. 

Go to the meetings. 

Check out the Lapidary Shop! 

Write an article for Rocky Tales! 

Volunteer at the stores. 

Become a Monitor at the shop.  

Teach a workshop.  

Lead a Field Trip.  

Become a Subject Matter Expert for the Society 

 

2025 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
 

President Steve Prather 

Vice President Elley Ringo 

Secretary Sandra Willis 

Treasurer Michele Trumbull 

Sergent at Arms Carrie Morkert 

One Year Director Elley Ringo 

Two Year Director Terry Foster 

Three Year Director Linda Harley 

Past President Jason Upchurch 

Havasu Rocks Director Terry Foster 

Havasu Rocks Assistant Director Leslie Rosario 

Lapidary Shop Director Jason Upchurch 
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Member Spotlight 

Cayzlie Adams is a 13-year-old entrepreneur with a passion for geology. In 

June 2024, Cayzlie founded C Designs and Minerals, selling gemstone 

mining bags and handmade gemstone jewelry on her Etsy shop.  

Cayzlie’s passion for geology was sparked during a family gold prospecting 

trip, where she fell in love with the natural beauty and science behind rocks 

and minerals. This inspired her to explore the world of gemstones and learn 

everything she can about their formation and properties. In addition to 

designing jewelry, she has recently taken up silversmithing, allowing her to 

elevate her designs even more. 

Cayzlie dreams of becoming a geologist and sharing her knowledge of 

earth and nature with others. Through C Designs and Minerals, she plans 

to be curious and creative, one gemstone at a time. 

 

LHGMS EVENTS FOR SPRING 2025 
 

Feb. 14 at 6:30 pm General Membership Meeting Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
 

Feb. 23 Field Trip TBA 
 

March 1 Chili Cookoff Lapidary Shop 
 

March 14  Smoketree School Tour of Shop 
 

March 14 at 6:30 pm General Membership Meeting Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
 

March 29 BBQ Picnic Rotary Park 
 

April 4 – 6 Renaissance Faire Volunteers needed 
 

April 11 at 6:30 pm General Membership Meeting Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
 

April 18-26 Turquoise Mine Trip Tonopah NV 
 

May 9 at 6:30 pm General Membership Meeting Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
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General Membership Minutes 01/10/25 

By Bruce Davies 

Board members present: 

President, Jason Upchurch 

Past President, NP 

Vice President, Steve Prather 

Secretary, Bruce Davies 

Treasurer, Linda Harley (NP) 

Sargent at Arms, Carrie Morkert 

Havasu Rocks Director, 

Havasu Rocks Assistant Director, Rose 

Mann 

Lapidary Shop Director, Steve Prather 

Three Year Director, Helen Reyes (NP) 

Two Year Director, Terry Foster 

One Year Director, Elley Ringo 

 

Call to order 7:00 pm 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Carrie Morkert, Sargent at Arms. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting, published in Rocky Tales was voted in unanimously after 

motion by Casey Goldberg and a second by Jack Norton and passed unanimously. Barbra 

Wiggins was thanked for all of work she performed producing the Rocky Tales News Letter. 

The Treasurer Report: In the absence of Linda Harley, Michele Trumbull, the interim Club 

Treasurer, presented the Treasurer’s Report. It was also reported that the Club awarded a 

scholarship of $2000 for the continuance of a previous scholarship award winner at the 

University of Kentucky. The Scholarship fund still stands at over $6000. The Club Members 

were encouraged to look for potential scholarship recipients. 

Jason also thanked the Club Members for their support with the Gem and Mineral Show.  

The formal Treasurer’s report is not published but is available for perusal by club members. 

Contact Michele Trumbull if needed. A motion was made by Carrie Morkert and a second by 

Jack Norton and passed unanimously. 

Club Retail Store Terry Foster, Store Director, Terry announced that the December sales 

doubled the sales of November. She said that there is always new inventory being added to the 

store. The Museum is still in need of volunteers especially on Saturdays. She also thanked all of 

the volunteers for all of their hard work. 

Lapidary Shop Report given by Steve Prather: Steve announced that the Shop is working 

awesome. The Roughing machine is the only machine that is out of order. Steve also pointed 

out that the shop has had an increase of Out-of-Town Visitors. He also encouraged the 

members to find Kids to join the club. 

Membership: Rose reported that there were 7 new members added last month and six new 

members were in attendance. The new member and visitors in attendance were given a rock 
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from Sargent at Arms, Carrie Morkert. The Club currently has 340 members up from last 

month’s total of 326 members. 

Field Trips: A field trip has been planned for January 11th to go to a jasper and agate site near 

Parker on the California side of the river. Meeting at Bashas at 8:30am.  

Elley is planning a Nevada Turquoise Mine Excursion around April 18-26. Other locations for 

Rock Hounding, while in Nevada, will be visited. Camping sites and Hotels are available in the 

Tonopah Area. 

Several people have expressed an interest in such a field trip. Several other Rock Clubs have 

been invited to join the field trip. More information will be coming. 

New / Old Business: 

The club had a special visitor, Jodi Brewster, the Arizona / Nevada Club director from the Rocky 

Mountain Federation. Jodi addressed the club about the resources and programs available 

within the Rocky Mountain Federation. She encouraged all to get involved in protecting open 

land for Rockhounding. 

The swearing in of the new Club Officers was performed by Bruce Davies (the outgoing Club 

Secretary). 

The New Officer list that was sworn in is as follows: 

Store Director: Terry Foster 

President: Steve Prather 

Vice President: Elley Ringo 

Treasurer: Michele Trumbull 

Shop Coord: Jason Upchurch 

Following the swearing in, Jason thanked all of the club members for supporting him the 

last two years. 

Upcoming Events:  

January 15-19 Pow Wow in Quartzite. 

February 1-2 Winter Fest. 

April 4-6 Renaissance Faire  

Following the break: The 50/50 tickets were won by Terry Foster ($35) and Pepper 

Morales ($45 Donated back to the Scholarship Fund). 

Everybody in attendance had the opportunity to pick a rock from the table. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:18pm. 
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CLUB INFORMATION 

The Purpose of this Society shall be to: 

1. Increase our appreciation of the beauty and value of the land in which 

we live. 

2. Foster good fellowship among the members. 

3. Host an annual Gem and Mineral Show for the community. 

4. Foster awareness of the earth sciences by: 

• Increasing knowledge pertaining to minerals, gems, and rocks. 

• Disseminating knowledge of collecting and classification of minerals, 

fossils, and rocks through collection and classification. 

• Improving the practical knowledge of cutting, grinding, and polishing 

materials to use in the design and creation of jewelry and other useful 

objects. 

• Provide educational scholarships in the scientific fields. 

• Procure and improve the Society’s property. 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
 

Events Open 

Field Trips Elley Ringo, Chair 

Finance Open 

Gem Show Open 

Hospitality Open 

Havasu Rocks Open 

Lapidary Shop Open 

Membership Open 

  

If you are interested in being on one of the above committees, or chairing 
a committee, please contact the President Steve Prather. 
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The Lake Havasu Gem and Mineral Society meets the second Friday of 

each month from Sept. through May. 

Fiscal Year: February 1 – January 31. 

Name badges are required for all members. One time or replacement 

badge cost $15.00 

Annual membership dues are payable on: 

Due January 1 for all members who joined before July, 2024. (due Jan. 1 

and delinquent after February meeting) 

Due month of membership for all members who joined after July 2024. (due 

the first day of the month of join month and delinquent after the next 

month’s meeting) 

 

Single membership cost is $20.00  

and Junior membership cost is $10.00 

Payment should be remitted to: 

Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society ATTN: Membership 

PO Box 990 

Lake Havasu City AZ 86405 

The Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Rocky 

Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Societies (RMFMS) and associated 

with the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS). 

 

Rocky Tales Newsletter is published monthly from September – May. The 

submission of news and articles deadline is the 3rd Friday of the month by 

email to: 

Rocky Tales Editor: Joyce McCluskey at bigmamablue@gmail.com 

Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/HavaRockShop2017 

And on the Web at http:/www.lakehavasugms.com 


