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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
NOVEMBER 8, 2024

Mount Olive Lutheran Church

2170 Havasupai Boulevard
(corner of Havasupai Blvd. and Acoma Blvd.)

Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403

Visiting @ 6:30 p.m.
Meeting Begins @ 7:00 p.m.

| have served as the Editor of the Rocky
Tales for almost 4 years. It has been fun.
However, it is time for some fresh talent to
take over, so the December 2024 issue will
be my last one.

If you are interested in becoming the Editor
of the Rocky Tales, please let a member of
the Board know.
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CLUB INFORMATION

The Purpose of this Society shall be to:

A. Increase our appreciation of the beauty and

value of the land in which we live.

B. Foster good fellowship among its members.

C. Host an annual Gem and Mineral Show for the

community.

D. Foster awareness of the earth sciences by:
1. Increasing knowledge pertaining to minerals,
gems, and rocks.
2. Disseminating knowledge of collecting and
classification of minerals, fossils and rocks
through collection and classification.
3. Improving the practical knowledge of cutting,
grinding and polishing materials to use in the
design and creation of jewelry and other useful
objects.

E. Provide educational scholarships in the

scientific fields.

F. Procure and improve the Society’s property.

The Lake Havasu Gem and Mineral Society
meets the second Friday of each month from
September through May.

The membership typically votes to eliminate the
June, July, and August meetings.

Fiscal Year: February 1 — January 31.

Name badges are required for all members. One
time or replacement badge cost is $12.00

Annual Membership dues are payable on January
1 and are delinquent after the February meeting.

Single membership cost is $20.00
Junior membership cost is $10.00

Please remit payment to:

Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society
Attn: Membership Chairperson

P.O. Box 990

Lake Havasu City, AZ 86405-0990

The Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society is a
member of The Rocky Mountain Federation of
Mineralogical Societies (RMFMS) and associated
with the American Federation of Mineralogical
Societies (AFMS).

OFFICERS and DIRECTORS
Jason Upchurch President

Steve Prather Vice President

Bruce Davies Secretary
Linda Harley Treasurer
Carrie Morkert Sgt at Arms

Elley Ringo One Year Director

Terry Foster Two Years Director
Helen Reyes Three Years Director
Linda Harley Past President

Terry Foster
Rose Mann

Director, Havasu Rocks
Asst Dir, Havasu Rocks

Steve Prather Director, Lapidary Shop

Operations
STANDING COMMITTEES

Communications  Jane Highness

Event Open

Field Trip Open

Finance Linda Harley
Gem Show Jason Upchurch
Hospitality Sandra Willis

Havasu Rocks

Lapidary Shop Steve Prather
Membership Rose Mann
Program Open

Rocky Tales is published monthly except for June,
July and August. The submission deadline is the
3rd Friday of the month by email to:
bartobra@gmail.com

Rocky Tales Editor: Barbara Wiggins
bartobra@gmail.com

Website Moderator: Jane Highness
http://www.lakehavasugms.com/

Facebook Page: Jane Highness
https://www.facebook.com/HavaRockShop2017
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

&\ Welcome to November!

S ——

We have our Gem Show the 9" and 10™ and we are really excited to see everyone.
We are hoping to get as many members as possible to come down and volunteer for something,
we all work together to set up the show so if you can walk around and help a little that would be
great! The weather is great but always unpredictable so be safe out there rockhounds!

Jason Upchurch - President
no° °Ong, | @uo° °*Cnguno® Cng, @oo°

LAKE HAVASU GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES
Mount Olive Lutheran Church
October 11, 2024

Board members present:

President, Jason Upchurch

Past President, Rick Kerber

Vice President, Steve Prather
Secretary, Bruce Davies

Treasurer, Linda Harley (NP)

Sargent at Arms, Carrie Morkert
Havasu Rocks Director, Kathy Padilla
Havasu Rocks Assistant Director, Rose Mann
Lapidary Shop Director, Steve Prather
Three Year Director, Helen Reyes
Two Year Director, Terry Foster

One Year Director, Elley Ringo

Call to order 7:01 pm
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Carrie Morkert, Sargent at Arms.

The Minutes of the previous meeting, published in Rocky Tales was voted in unanimously after
motion by Josh Bagwell and a second by Sandie and passed unanimously.

The Treasurer Report In the absence of Linda Harley, the Club Treasurer, Rick Kerber presented
the Treasure’s Report. The report is not published but is available for perusal by club members.
Contact Linda if needed. A motion was made by Sandie Willis and a second by Steve Prather and
passed unanimously.

Club Retail Store Kathy Padilla, Store Director, Terry Foster gave an update of the inventory by
stating that a new Square was purchased for the store. The store’s inventory has been entered into
the Square System.

Lapidary Shop Report given by Steve Prather: Steve announced that the Shop’s Ribbon Cutting
Open House Ceremony will be held on Tuesday October 15". Some City Officials and Community
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Ambassadors will be in attendance. Steve also stated there is a computer set up in the shop for
research. He also said there are signup sheets in the shop for various classes. Steve announced
that, with the help of several club members, the Club’s Storage Unit was cleared of unneeded
items. Four (4) truckloads of junk were sent to the dump.

Membership. Rose reported that there were 6 new members added last month and five new
member were in attendance. There were also 4 visitors in attendance. The new member and
visitors in attendance were given a rock from Sargent at Arms, Carrie Morkert. The Club currently
has 281 members up from last month’s total of 274 members.

Field Trips: A field trip has been planned for November 17" to the California side (by Parker) of
the river to find Jasper and agates. They will be meeting at Bashas at 8:00 am. Ellie asked for
interest in an out of the area field trip to several turquoise mines located in Nevada. Several people
expressed an interest in such a field trip. More information to come.

New / Old Business: The revised Club By-Laws were presented to the general membership for a
vote. Jane Highness made a motion to accept the revised by-laws and Rick Kerber seconded. The
motion passed unanimously. Jason reminded the membership about the upcoming Gem Show.
We need many people to Set up, run club tables during show, and take down.

Upcoming Events: October 15" Open House @ the lapidary shop.
October 31° Fright Night on McCullough.
November 9™ and 10", Club Gem Show at the Aquatic Center.
November 17", Field Trip to the California side (by Parker) of the river.
December 14™, Picnic for the Boat Parade. 4pm start. Boat Parade @ 6pm.
January 15-19 Pow Wow in Quartzite.

Following the break: The 50/50 tickets were won by Leslie Rosario ($20) and Jane Highness
($30). $32 went to the club. Jane Highness won the Slab Contest. Everybody in attendance had
the opportunity to pick a rock from the table.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Bruce Davies
Secretary

LHG&MS’ Annual Gem

River of Gems
November 9 & 10, 2024

Aquatic Center
100 Park Ave.
Lake Havasu City, AZ
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THE COLORS OF QUARTZ

The Often Deceptive Property of Color in Minerals: Quartz

Color is one of the most obvious features of many minerals. In fact, it may be the most obvious of
all. Haven’t you ever found yourself looking at a display of gems or minerals in a closed case and
when you want to indicate a particular specimen to someone else, you say "Hey, look at that bright
green (or red, yellow, brown, blue, orange, purple, puce, mauve, taupe, etc.) one over there. The
one to the right of the red (etc.) guy.” It seems to be instinctive (and it may well be) that we often
notice color before the other (usually more reliable) characteristics of minerals and other objects.
This is not all fine and good.

Most pure minerals are colorless, clear, or white which means that the other colors, we see, are
due to impurities. (And dependence on color may make it more difficult for students to identify the
mineral.) Quartz is one of the best examples of a mineral that is often found in a wide variety of
colors but is clear when pure. These colored varieties are so common, distinctive, and beautiful
that many have been given names which are familiar to us all. Amethyst is purple; citrine is yellow,
orange, and brown; prase is green; smoky quartz (and caringorm and morion) is pale brown to
black; rose quartz is pink. Red and blues are also found. What causes these colors? Well, in many
cases, quartz is colored by inclusions of other minerals such as hematite, chlorite, rutile, lepidolite,
ajoite, etc. In these instances, you can see the individual grains inside the quartz and they make
the stone cloudy or opaque. But, in many other cases, the quartz is clear but colored yellow,
purple, etc. It is not colored by mineral impurities but by elements that replace silicon in the
structure of the quartz. Impurities such as small amounts of aluminum or iron. Now, aluminum, but
itself, doesn’t impart color to most things but, if it is irradiated, it produces color centers (F-centers,
Farbe centers) and it becomes smoky. It can be naturally irradiated by other minerals in the rock
where it grows or by man using X-Rays, gamma rays, etc. The more aluminum present in the
guartz, the darker it gets. Some of this smoky quartz can be turned to a greenish-yellow by
heating, but this isn’t universal. Ferric iron, is on the other hand, usually produced yellow quartz. If
the iron is in the right place in the quartz structure, the stone can be turned into amethyst by
irradiation. Unfortunately, this is rare. But most amethyst can be heated or "burned” into yellow to
orange - brown citrine and this is often done commercially. And, if you don’t over burn the stone,
you can irradiate it back into amethyst. (Now class, for your homework assignment: How is
Ametrine (1/2 amethyst + 1/2 citrine) produced?

Source: News Nuggets, 3/1988
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NOVEMBER BIRTHSTONE: TOPAZ
Written/Compiled by Mike DeMeritt

Those lucky enough to be born in the month of November have a particularly beautiful birthstone in
Topaz. Topaz is a nesosilicate with the chemical formula Al2SiO4(F,0H)2. Orthorhombic crystals
are common, usually short to long prismatic along the c axis; crystals are terminated by
bipyramids, other prisms, or pinacoid; the prism faces are often vertically striated. It also occurs as
fine to coarse granular. Topaz has perfect basal cleavage [001], a Moh’s hardness of 8, and a
density of 3.5. It has a vitreous luster and is translucent to transparent. Chemically, F usually
dominates over OH, so the crystal structure consists of chains of [AIO4F2] octahedra parallel to the
c axis, linked by isolated [SiO4] tetrahedra.

This structure is reflected in the common prismatic crystal habit. Cleavage can take place by
breaking only AI-O and Al-F bonds, without breaking Si-O bonds. The structure is a relatively
dense packing of atoms, which explains the high density. Topaz can be colorless or shades of
brown, orange, yellow, green, blue, and rarely pink to purple. Topaz is a characteristic mineral in
pneumatolytic and pegmatitic veins related to Si-rich igneous rocks such as granites and rhyolites,
and are typically associated with albite, tourmaline, cassiterite, apatite, fluorite, beryl, and micas.

Topaz is found all over the world, and important deposits include Ouro Preto and a few other
locales in Minas Gerais, Brazil, where crystals over 200 kilograms have been unearthed; Siberia
and Mursinka in Russia; Pike’s Peak in Colorado and Hart’'s Range in Utah; Sri Lanka; Pakistan;
and Germany. Most blue topaz rough started life as a lesser color and was heated and irradiated
to final color - little of it is natural. Pink colors can be heated as well.

Although most topaz is relatively inexpensive, “Imperial Topaz” from Brazil is much sought-after
and very expensive to procure. Good, clean crystals only appear on the market when old
collections are sold. Topaz isn’t difficult to facet, but the perfect basal cleavage and occasional
“finicky-ness” can be complicated for beginners.

Source: Cutting Remarks, 10-11/2020
THREE MINERALS FOR THE PRICE OF ONE!

This rock is valued for its attractive combination of yellow, gray
and brown colors. Found only in nodule form, these concretions
are typically made up of three successive layers of three different
minerals (always the same three). What makes this rock unusual
is that all of the minerals have exactly the same chemical formula!

The rock is Septarian Nodule, also known as the Dragon’s Egg.
The gray outer layer is limestone, the yellow center is calcite and
the brown layer separating the two is aragonite. Although differing
internal structure make these different minerals, all three have the
same chemical formula, CaCO3- calcium carbonate. Some are
even nine feet in diameter on the shores of New Zealand!

From the MWF News, 10/2008, via The Living Stones, 4/2017
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BUGS, BUGS AND MORE BUGS
Jim Bosley
1st Vice-President

JAuobiectors 015mg
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Summer is in full swing and the mosquitos, wasps, bees, ticks and fleas are out in full force. This
last weekend a couple members of my local rock club received stings from wasps while
rockhounding. One person was wearing shorts and was strung on the back of the calf and the
other was wearing a tank top and was stung on the back of the shoulder. Many of the areas where
we rockhound are also used for grazing sheep and cattle. Ticks and fleas can be a problem in the
spring and fall when there is more moisture from rain. Bees and wasps are a problem when it gets
hot and dry. They are attracted to sweat, drinks and food and can be quite aggressive. Mosquitos
are in areas with stagnate water and are at their worst in the evening.

Bug bites and stings usually are just annoying, causing temporary discomfort and pain, with no
serious or lasting health problems. But sometimes, they can cause infections that require treatment
and allergic reactions that can be serious, even fatal. Rockhounds should inform others in their
group if they have a history of allergic reaction to certain types of bites and what to do in the event
they react to a bug bite or sting. Adding antihistamine and cold compresses to your first aid kit will
go a long way in reducing the effect of bug bites and stings.

The following information is from http://patient.info/health/insect-bites-and-stings-leaflet. Preventing
insect bites and stings

The following measures are recommended to reduce the risk of stings and bites:
Wear light-colored clothing, avoid bright colored clothing which attract insects.
Avoid strong fragrances, perfumes, cosmetics and highly scented shampoos.
Wear shoes and cover your body with long sleeved shirt and long pants and a hat.
Avoid drinking out of opened drink bottles or cans to prevent being stung inside the mouth.
Wash hands after eating or handling sticky or sweet foods outdoors (especially children).
Keep uneaten foods covered, especially when eating outdoors.

Use gloves while moving rocks.
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Rub an insect repellent onto exposed areas of skin. Use an insect repellant with at least
10% to 30% DEET for protection against bites and stings in kids older than 2 years, always
carefully following the directions for application.

After rockhounding, check your skin and hair for ticks - especially the scalp, behind the ears,
around the neck, and under the arms.

Generalized Allergic Reaction

The venom can cause your immune system to react more strongly. A generalized reaction will
usually develop within 10 minutes of a sting. It can be fairly mild - for example, a generalized itchy
rash and some mild facial swelling.

This may cause one or more of the following:

Itchy skin in many parts of the body, followed by an itchy blotchy rash that can appear
anywhere on the body.

Swelling of your face which may extend to the lips, tongue, throat and upper airway.
A sense of impending doom.
Tummy (abdominal) cramps and feeling sick.
Dilation of the blood vessel, which can cause: General redness of your skin.
A fast heart rate.
Low blood pressure, which can make you feel faint or even cause you to collapse.
Wheezing or difficulty in breathing due to an asthma attack or throat swelling.
If any symptoms of a generalized allergic reaction develop then:
Call an ambulance immediately.
If you are not in telephone range transport immediately.

If you have been issued with an adrenaline (epinephrine) pen, use it as directed
straightaway.

Local Allergic Reaction
A small local skin reaction - most cases
Most people will be familiar with the common local skin reactions caused by insects. An insect

sting typically causes an intense, burning pain. This is quickly followed by a patch of redness and a
small area of swelling (up to 1 cm) around the sting. This usually eases and goes within a few
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hours. An insect bite - you may not notice the bite (although some can be quite painful, particularly
from a horsefly). However, saliva from the insect can cause a skin reaction such as:

1. Irritation and itch over the site of the bite.

2. A small itchy lump (papule) which may develop up to 24 hours after a bite. This typically lasts for
several days before fading away. Sometimes some redness (inflammation) surrounds each papule.

3. A wheal is a red, slightly raised mark on the skin which is often itchy but temporary. It may
develop immediately after being bitten. A wheal lasts about two hours but is often followed by a
small itchy solid lump which develops up to 24 hours later. This can last for several days before
fading away.

A localized allergic skin reaction

Some people have an allergic reaction to the venom in a sting. A localized reaction causes
swelling at the site of the sting. This becomes larger over several hours and then gradually goes
away over a few days. The size of the swelling can vary but can become many centimeters across.
The swelling may even extend up an entire arm or leg. The swelling is not dangerous unless it
affects your airway. However, if it is severe, the skin may break out in blisters.

If there is a localized allergic reaction (swelling around the site of the sting) then:

1. Take an antihistamine tablet as soon as possible. You can buy these at pharmacies, or obtain
them on prescription. Antihistamines block the action of histamine, which is a chemical that is
released by certain cells in the body during allergic reactions.

2. Use a cold compress to ease pain and to help reduce swelling. For example, use a cold flannel
or an ice pack.

3. Painkillers such as ibuprofen can help to ease the pain.
4. Continue with antihistamines until the swelling eases. This may be for a few days.

5. See a doctor if the swelling is severe. Your doctor may prescribe a course of steroids to counter
the inflammation.

If there is no allergic reaction (most cases) then:

1. A cold compress will ease any pain and help to minimize any swelling - for example, use a cold
flannel or an ice pack.

2. A painkiller such as paracetamol or ibuprofen may help if you have any pain.

3. If it is itchy, you may not need any treatment, as itching often soon fades. However, sometimes
an itch persists for hours or days. No treatment will take the itch away fully but the following may
help:

* Anti-itch ointment (which you can buy at pharmacies) is soothing when rubbed onto itchy skin.
9
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* A steroid cream may be useful - for example, hydrocortisone which you can buy at pharmacies or
obtain on prescription. A doctor may prescribe a stronger steroid cream in some cases.

+ Antihistamine tablets may be useful if you have lots of bites. In particular, a sedative
antihistamine at night may help if the itch is interfering with sleep. A pharmacist can advise on
which types of antihistamine are sedative and can help with sleep.

Editor's note: With all the recent news about the skyrocketing costs of epi pens, | thought I'd
include this article. Fortunately, it's possible to just buy epinephrine and needles and make your
own emergency kit at a fraction of the $600 current price for two pens. The manufacturer, under
pressure from the media, has also introduced a "generic" version that's half the price.

Source: Source: Northwest Newsletter Vol.56 NO. 8, 8/2016, via The RockCollector, 9/2016

IGNEOUS ROCK LIST
by Jane Huelsmeyer

Igneous rocks form from cooling magma. If magma erupts from a volcano and cools on the
surface, extrusive rocks form. If the magma is trapped in the crust and cools there, intrusive rocks
form.

INTRUSIVE ROCKS (cool slowly underground, crystals are visible)

PERIDOTITE - Olive green crystals.

GABBRO - all or mostly black crystals DIORITE - mixture of black and white crystals
GRANITE - three types of minerals (quartz, white or pink feldspar, and other minerals, like
mica and hornblendes).

EXTRUSIVE ROCKS (Cool fast on the surface, microscopic crystals)

BASALT - dull black or reddish brown, heavy rock, some may have bubble holes.
ANDESITE - dull gray, heavy rock, may be light or dark gray.

RHYOLITE - dull light-colored rock (any color but dark gray or black), heavy rock. Water
solutions may form bands of color or color patterns.

OBSIDIAN - shiny, glassy rock with smooth surfaces and sharp edges. Used by Indians for
arrowheads.

PUMICE - white to dark gray rock, light weight, so full of holes it may float.

SCORIA - black to reddish brown, light weight, so full of holes it may float.

ASH - sand to flour-sized particles, usually light gray. Ash cemented together is called
TUFF.

Source: Gem City Rock News, 7/1998, via AFMC Newsletter, 10/1998
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RESEARCHERS EXAMINE NEW THEORY ON DINOSAUR'S DEMISE
Carl Banfill

The rock and dust kicked up by an asteroid impact 65 million years ago was not enough to kill the
dinosaurs - but the debris may have sparked a deadly global chemical reaction in the atmosphere.

New studies show the Chicxulub impact crater on the coast of Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula is
smaller than once thought, making dinosaur extinction difficult to explain completely. Researchers
presented those findings at a meeting of the American Geophysical Union.

"If you rely on little pieces of debris actually clobbering or ganisms, then you're in trouble”, said
Virgil (Buck) Sharpton of the Geophysical Institute at the University of Alaska in Fairbanks.

Since 1980, research on the dinosaur's disappearance has focused on the 200-kilometer crater
and the 16-kilometer-wide asteroid believed to have created it. Dust from the impact was thought
to have blocked out sunlight for years.

Now, however, drilling around the Yucatan crater indicates the presence of carbonates and sulfate
rocks. The new theory is that these were vaporized by the asteroid impact, a process that would
have released chemicals that produce sulfur and the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide. The sulfur
compounds would be especially toxic, Sharpton said.

"They do nasty things. They form little globules that persist in the atmosphere for some
considerable amount of time -- decades to a hundred years," he said. "They also mix with water in
the atmosphere and produce sulfuric acid." So beside old theories about a nuclear winter-type
global cooling, researchers believe the giant oxygen-breathing reptiles also may have choked on
carbon dioxide.

Source: Brantford Expositor, 1/2001, via Brandford Crystal, 2/2001

HAPPY

Velvears Day
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DISPLAYING YOUR TREASURERS
by Clay Williams
El Dorado County Mineral & Gem Society

Whether a case contains mineral specimen(s) or the product of any other related activity, the
challenge is to display them to best effect. The author, who is struggling with the mastery of this art
and has been for a number of years through successes and occasional failures, was asked by
several club VIP’s to share some of his insights.

A good place to start is the color scheme. The colors of all supporting elements of the exhibit
should be relatively muted and, for the best effect, should both match each other and what is being
displayed. The author took labels in colors that were appealing and also blended with his
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specimens, along with a junk piece of mineral that matched those specimens, to a fabric store
where he placed each next to liner fabric candidates. The store clerk must have wondered what
was going on. When the winning fabric was finally determined, the only other limitation was, could
enough be purchased to cover all liner foam board and any possible fabric covered risers?

The word, muted, cannot be emphasized enough when talking about the case, the liners, the
mounts and/or risers and the labels! All should be less eye catching than the object or objects of
display. Various earth tone colors are an excellent way to execute this difference. Avoid bright
colors, especially red, at all cost! That the last, when on cars, draws inordinate scrutiny from police
should be a hint why. The bright purple liner that | saw at a recent show should probably go in
favor of something much less attention getting -- after all, the intent is to get people to focus on
what is being displayed, not on the background.

Labeling is important and indicates the exhibitor has taken the trouble to correctly identify your
treasure. In most cases, such as with minerals and fossils, it should definitely include locality and
name information. This should be more specific than, say, “Emerald, South America.” A better
effort would state that emerald is a variety of beryl and, at the very least, give the country and
province, region or district of origin. It also might be nice to know where a lapped piece of tiger’s
eye, topaz in a jewelry setting or turquoise in a belt buckle came from. Competitive entries have
certain requirements, which vary for different types of displays. Check the AFMS rules. It would
also be a good idea to ask for someone’s advice if you are contemplating such a move.

Even though not really muted, black, depending on the shade of your liner, usually is fairly
readable. Readability is an important issue and is one reason why the author tested a sample label
at the fabric store. Readability also limits your choice of fonts. Making that font bold and of a
reasonable size helps, as it must be assumed that not everyone can see or read well.

The author’s labels are composed on a PC and then printed onto transparencies using an ink-jet.
Each transparency page is then cut into individual labels, which may be further trimmed to fit in the
spaces between specimens. Gloves are used whenever handling the finished product, as it
fingerprints easily. This not-often-seen procedure gets lots of attention from those more interested
in the process than the item or items being displayed.

Layout within the case is, of course, a personal thing. However, too much clutter looks very
unprofessional and should be avoided; it diminishes the overall impression. Also to be avoided is
the placement of lower quality material among stars; the former detracts from the latter. This is
easier said than done, especially if one is new to collecting and, therefore, has a limited choice of
what to include.

Labels should be of consistent type and not look like they were just thrown in. The liner or liners
should cover the entire area visible through the glass, and not be stained or dirty. Avoid giving the
appearance that your effort was lacking.

It is a good idea to try putting your case together pre-show. Such a dry run will get the kinks out, if
any. It is the time to make final changes and is great practice, especially if the exhibit is at all
complex. Also this can uncover any omissions while something can still be done.

Source: AFMS Newsletter, 12/2007-1/2008
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Hints n’ Such

These hints were gathered primarily from the bulletins
and web sites of other clubs. You should always use
them with caution because some are untried and
others may not be tried and true. Just ideas!

Eliminating Flats

A while back, someone was saying that he
was having problems with getting "flats" on
his cabs, that there was insufficient "give" in
his wheels, and it didn't seem to make any
difference how much pressure he applied.
That was his first mistake. Diamond and
corundum are two different animals; relatively
speaking, about the same difference between
guartz and chalk.

If you "lean into" a diamond wheel, you will
get lousy results (flats, etc.) on your stone,
and your wheel will wear out long before their
time. On diamond, you try to do your cutting
(and everything else) by almost not touching
the wheel. Use essentially no force. Don't
"grind" the stone, let the diamond wear it
away, but keep it spinning.

The technique is simply to use the whole face
of the wheel, and keep your cab moving. Any
time you stop, you just bought a "flat". Can't
help it! It is the same principle as sharpening
a knife on an emery wheel. If you don't want
notches in your blade, you keep it moving.

Do almost all your cutting on the coarsest
wheel you have. If you leave any flats on the
preform, you are going to have them on the
final piece - can't help it.

And finally, practice, practice, practice.
Machines, like people, take some
acquaintanceship before you really know

what you can get out of them.

Source: Gem Cutters News, 6&7/ 2011
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TO CLEAN OBSIDIAN NEEDLES, wash them
in Castile soap. Use a toothbrush to get the
clay off. Never put obsidian in detergent as it
will leave a white film, which is very hard to
remove on the stone. To remove iron stains,
soak in oxalic acid, wash well afterwards.

Source: Jaspers Jargon, 2/1988, via Stoney
Statements, 7/2011
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An aluminum scribe is often used with a
template to outline stones. This same scribe
can also give you an idea as to the hardness
of a stone. If you can see the mark, but have
to look carefully, the stone is about 7 on the
Mohs scale. If the mark is very bold, the stone
is about 5 and if the mark cannot be seen,
then the stone is above 7 on the scale.

Source: Gem Cutters News, 6&7/ 2011
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DON'T GET LOST! In an open space where
the ground is level, drive a stake into the
ground. Mark the tip of the shadow that the
stake casts with a small rock. Wait at least ten
minutes then place another rock at the tip of
the shadow. The line joining the two rocks will
always run east/west no matter what time of
day or year!

Source: Prospector, 8/1984,
Statements, 7/2011

via Stoney
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MAKE A FIRE EXTINGUISHER. Take an
empty coffee can, fill it with 3 parts dry sand
to one part baking soda. Mix well. Store in
strategic places around the house, shop,
garage and vehicles. In case of a small fire,
sprinkle at the base of the fire to smother it.

Source: Pegmatite via Stoney Statements,
7/2011
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