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CLUB INFORMATION 
 

The Purpose of this Society shall be to: 
 

A. Increase our appreciation of the beauty and 
value of the land in which we live. 
B. Foster good fellowship among its members. 
C. Host an annual Gem and Mineral Show for the 
community. 
D. Foster awareness of the earth sciences by: 

1. Increasing knowledge pertaining to minerals, 
gems, and rocks. 
2. Disseminating knowledge of collecting and 
classification of minerals, fossils and rocks 
through collection and classification. 
3. Improving the practical knowledge of cutting, 
grinding and polishing materials to use in the 
design and creation of jewelry and other useful 
objects. 

E. Provide  educational  scholarships  in  the 
scientific fields. 
F. Procure and improve the Society’s property. 
 
The Lake Havasu Gem and Mineral Society 
meets the second Friday of each month from 
September through May. 
 
The membership typically votes to eliminate the 
June, July, and August meetings. 
 
Fiscal Year: February 1 – January 31. 
 
Name badges are required for all members.  One 
time or replacement badge cost is $12.00 
 
Annual Membership dues are payable on January 
1 and are delinquent after the February meeting.   
 

Single membership cost is $20.00 
Junior membership cost is $10.00 

 
Please remit payment to: 
 
Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society 
Attn: Membership Chairperson 
P.O. Box 990 
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86405-0990 
 
The Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society is a 
member of The Rocky  Mountain  Federation 
of Mineralogical Societies (RMFMS) and 
associated with the American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies (AFMS). 

OFFICERS and DIRECTORS 
 

Jason Upchurch President  
 

Richard Plunkett  Vice President 
 

Bruce Davies  Secretary 
 

Linda Harley  Treasurer 
 

Don Wininger  Sgt at Arms 
 

Linda Chandler One Year Director  
 

Jim Wijnhamer Two Years Director  
 

Jane Highness Three Years Director 
 

Rick Kerber  Past President 
 

Kathy Padilla Director, Havasu Rocks 
Rose Mann Asst Dir, Havasu Rocks 
 

Steve Prather  Director, Lapidary Shop 
     Operations 
 

COMMITTEES 
 
By-Laws  Open 
Communications Jane Highness 
Event   Open 
Field Trip   Open 
Havasu Rocks Kathy Padilla 
Finance   Linda Harley 
Gem Show   Sandra Willis 
Hospitality  Sandra Willis 
Lapidary Shop  Steve Prather 
Membership  Rose Mann 
Scholarship  Sandra Willis 
 
Rocky Tales is published monthly except for June, 
July and August. The submission deadline is the 
3rd Friday of the month by email to: 
bartobra@gmail.com 
 

Rocky Tales Editor: Barbara Wiggins 
 

Website Moderator: Jane Highness 

http://www.lakehavasugms.com/ 
 
Facebook Page: Jane Highness 
https://www.facebook.com/HavaRockShop2017 

mailto:bartobra@gmail.com
http://www.lakehavasugms.com/
https://www.facebook.com/HavaRockShop2017
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Bye Bye February!  
 
 Well… it’s already March and we are rockin down here at the Museum Store 

and Lapidary Shop! I’m looking forward to this month’s meeting! The CABACHON CONTEST will 
be in full swing and if anyone brings a finished jewelry piece we will have a category for that also! 
SHOW AND TELL will be my new addition to the meetings also! Bring in something you want to 
showoff and tell about it.  In some cases, this will be to educate others that don’t know what they 
are looking at. Thanks everybody for reading, stay creative! 
 
Rock On! 
 
Jason Upchurch - President 
 
 

¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°` 
 
 

LAKE HAVASU GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
February 10, 2023 

 
Board members present: 
 
President, Jason Upchurch 
Vice President, Richard Plunkett  
Treasurer, Linda Harley (NP) 
Secretary, Bruce Davies 
Sargent at Arms, Don Wininger 
Havasu Rocks Director, Kathy Padilla 
Havasu Rocks Assistant Director, Rose Mann 
Lapidary Shop Director, Steve Prather 
Past President, Rick Kerber 
Three Year Director, Jane Highness (NP) 
Two Year Director, Jim Wijnhammer (NP) 
One Year Director, Linda Chandler (NP) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02PM, by President, Jason Upchurch. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Don Wininger, Sargent at Arms. 
 
The Minutes of the previous meeting, published in Rocky Tales, was voted in unanimously after 
motion by Al Yanity and second by Sandie Willis.  
 
Treasurer Report Linda Harley was not present so Jason gave a short overview of Treasurer’s 
Report and Sandie gave a short status of the Club’s Scholarship program. The Treasurer’s report 
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is not published but is available for perusal by club members. No approval vote was taken due to a 
lack of a formal report. 
 
Membership, Rose Mann reported there are 366 club members which is 15 more members than 
last month. 4 new members were in attendance in the meeting and were given a gift. 
 
Havasu Rocks, the club store, has several new items including Moldavite, geoids, UV glowing 
rocks, and many new rough slabs. 
 
Lapidary shop:  Steve Prather reported that all of the cab wheels have been installed. The flat lap 
machine is up and ready for use. A 55-gallon drum of mineral oil has been ordered and the club 
will sell mineral oil to the members. Linda is setting up separate accounts to track the use of the 
Lap Shop by members and non-members. Workshops are being listed at the lapidary shop. Safety 
courses and slab saw classes are also available.  See a shop monitor if you are interested.  
 
Building Fund:  It is still possible to donate to the building fund through our Club Web Page 
(https://lakehavasugms.com/). 
 
Field Trips: Al Yanity Volunteered to lead a field trip to the Havasu Purple Jasper site.  
 
Old Business:  There are Rock & Gem magazines available for purchase at the break.   
 
New Business:   
 
Next Club Meeting is March 10th. 
 
Break 
 
There wasn’t a Cabochon Contest.  
 
50/50 tickets were won by Connie Cejmer and Sandie Willis. 
 
Red tickets door prizes were given out. 
 
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM. 
 
Respectfully compiled by Sandie Willis and Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Bruce Davies 
Secretary 

  

https://lakehavasugms.com/
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HOW TO WRITE AN ARTICLE FOR YOUR CLUB'S BULLETIN IN TWELVE STEPS 

By Terry Yoschak 
Roseville Rock Rollers Bulletin Editor 

 
This article is based on "Getting Your Club to Write," by Dennis Westman, Minnesota Mineral Club, 
in S.C.R.I.B.E. Newsletter, Oct-Dec 2004 and On Writing, by Stephen King, Simon & Schuster, 
2000.  
 
Step 1. Pick a subject that interests you. It could be a story about something you've done 
(collecting agates, panning for gold), or it could be research about something you've never done 
(digging up dinosaur fossils in Antarctica). 
 
Step 2. Map it out. Planning is everything. You have to figure out how to get from A to Z in your 
story. Outline with pencil & paper the bare bones of your story. Jot down important things you 
"must have" in the article (where the collecting took place, how many gold nuggets you found). 
Keep in mind the five W's of journalism: Who, What, Where, When, Why. Your outline should 
include all of them. 
 
Step 3. Start writing. Don't worry about spelling, grammar, or punctuation. That's what editors are 
for. Refer back to your outline, use your own voice, and let the story flow naturally, as you would 
tell it to a friend. With your outline, you won't forget all those exciting tidbits you might have left out 
if you were just spouting off to your friends. 
 
Step 4. Plot, characters, scenery, and dialogue. If you were submitting a movie script, you'd be 
kicked out of the producer's office for leaving any of these items out. A story can't be a story 
without them; it won't "sell" to the audience. Let's cover those four items in the next few steps. 
 
Step 5. Plot. Writing is not rambling. The ideas of Beginning, Middle and End are universal to all 
stories. Usually a normal timeline is followed, where "what happened next" is the rule. The most 
common exception to this rule is a flashback ("The saber-toothed cat plunged into the sticky tar pit, 
unaware that his fossilized bones would be left for us to find 20,000 years later.") 
 
Step 6. Characters. The people who are in the story: it's your job to describe them, from height, 
age, hair color and clothing, to habits and attitude. Simply writing that "Jake drove us as far as 
Mesquite," is not the same as writing, "With Jake's spiky green hair and his crazy attitude towards 
other drivers on the road, we feared we'd never make it to Mesquite." Strictly, only people can be 
characters, but no one will complain if animals, plants and rocks have personalities in your story as 
well. 
 
Step 7. Scenery. The setting of the story, including the natural landscape and the man-made 
objects in it (roads, tools, vehicles, buildings, etc.) This is where you can really get imaginative with 
descriptions, since no two people see the same object in the same way. If you want to describe a 
yellow crystal as "lemony" or an empty desert as "filled with the promise of geological secrets," it's 
up to you. 
 
Step 8. Dialogue. What the characters say in the story. Though many stories are written without 
dialogue, it's usually more interesting if you include some. Writing that "Julie was excited about her 
fossil find," is less interesting than writing, "We all heard Julie yell, 'I think I found a complete 
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tooth!" Internal dialogue -- describing your thoughts and emotions also adds to a story, making it 
more compelling than a "just the facts, ma'am" report. 
 
Step 9. Go back and revise. You've written your story by now, following Steps I through 8. But it's 
pretty rough; it could be better. Go back over it, maybe read it out loud to a friend, add a few things 
you forgot, or cut out some unnecessary sentences. Substitute a better word or phrase for the 
ones you wrote originally. Polish it. Rockhounds all know that most everything looks better with a 
good polish on it. 
 
Step 10. Give your story a title. A catchy title is always a plus, and will draw readers to your story. 
"Titanic" is a better title than "An Interrupted Ocean Voyage." But don't go overboard! A simple, 
appropriate title is still better than a contrived, overly cute one. 
 
Step 11. Space is a consideration. Everyone who writes for publication in print (bulletins, 
newspapers, magazines) must deal with space limitations. Cutting your work is often necessary. 
Writer Stephen King says that you should always cut out or condense at least one-third of 
everything you've written. It's like over packing for a trip: when you return home, you realize that 
you didn't need to cart around all that extra baggage. In the real world, an editor will have to cut 
your story if you don't do it yourself. 
 
Step 12. Prepare for next time. If you weren't entirely happy with your first story, think about 
future possibilities. Carry a small notebook with you and jot down observations about people, 
scenery, conversations, etc. You'll be surprised how easily this will guide you in completing Steps 1 
through 8. 
 
Source:  Roseville Rock Rollers via CFMS Newsletter, 9/2005 
 

¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°` 

 

VOLCANOES 
Stan Celestian 

 
Volcanoes result from the buildup of volcanic material, at a vulnerable opening in the Earth’s crust. 
Magma is the primary medium of a volcanic eruption. 
 
Three factors influence the formation of magma:  
 

• increase in temperature, at great depth, within the Earth; 
 
• the addition of fluids, such as occurs where oceanic crustal rocks sub duct (dive to depth), 
dragging along sea water; or  
 
• the reduction of pressure, such as occurs where the crust fractures over rising plumes of 
hot crustal rocks 

 
Magma is molten rock and volatiles, such as water, carbon dioxide, sulfur dioxide. The three basic 
types of magma are: 
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►Basaltic -This magma  
 

• is high in iron and magnesium, and low in silica;  
 
• is very fluid,  
 
• is generally quiet non-explosive eruptions and extensive flows 
 
• forms shield volcanoes (domed mountains with broad, gentle slopes);  
 
• includes volcanic features, such as pahoehoe lava (ropy), a’a’ lava (sharp/blocky), summit 
craters, cinder cones; 
 
• occurs at mantle plumes, mid-ocean rifts (examples: Hawaii, Iceland, and Olympus Mons 
on Mars). 

 
►Intermediate (andesitic) -This magma  
 

• has a composition intermediate between basaltic and felsic;  
 
• is quite viscous,  
 
• is generally explosive eruptions, with lots of pyroclastics (ash, nuée ardentes or hot 
pyroclastic flows) 
 
• includes volcanic features as in felsics 
 
• forms composite volcanoes, or stratovolcanoes (tall cone-shaped mountains with steep 
slopes composed of layers of magma and pyroclastics (ash, pumice, lapilli, cinders)  
 
• occurs at subduction zones (examples: same as felsic) 

 
►Felsic (rhyolitic) -This magma  
 

• low in iron and magnesium, high in silica; 
 
• is very viscous 
 
• is generally explosive eruptions, with lots of pyroclastics (ash, nuée ardentes or hot 
pyroclastic flows); 
 
• includes volcanic features, such as pyroclastic flows, lahars (muddy debris flows), volcanic 
plugs/domes (rocky spires forced to the surface by pressure), calderas (collapse craters); 
 
• forms composite volcanoes, or stratovolcanoes (tall cone-shaped mountains with steep 
slopes composed lapilli, cinders) and magma  
 
• occurs at subduction zones (examples: San Francisco Peaks, Cascades, Aleutians, 
Yellowstone, and Martinique) 
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Other features and activities associated with volcanoes include: 
 

• Earthquakes, 
 
• Landslides. 
 
• Tsunami (seismic sea waves). 
 
• Geysers, hot mud pools. 
 
• Intrusive bodies: 

 
• Dikes (lava-filled cracks that being more resistant than surrounding rocks, may rise 
above the land surface as a rock “wall”). These can be seen throughout the West, 
with recognizable ones associated with Shiprock. 
 
• Sills (relatively small, usually domed rock bodies formed when magma is injected 
between rock layers, where it cools) 
 
• Necks (topographic spire formed when a rock-filled volcanic conduit (or pipe) is 
exposed by erosion). An example is Shiprock. 
 
• Batholiths (huge, deep body of rock formed when a magma chamber cools) 

 
Source: Daisy Mountain Rockchips, 2/2020 
 

¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°` 
 

WHAT GEMSTONE IS FOUND IN UTAH THAT IS RARER THAN  
DIAMOND AND MORE VALUABLE THAN GOLD? 

 
The gemstone has several different names: red beryl, red emerald, or bixbite. Originally, the 
mineral was named bixbite, but now red beryl is the most accepted designation. Red beryl is 
estimated to be worth 1,000 times more than gold and is so rare that one red beryl crystal is found 
for every 150,000 diamonds.  
 
In 1904, Maynard Bixby discovered red beryl in the Thomas Range located in Juab County, Utah. 
Bixby thought it might be a new variety of beryl, but the raspberry-red color did not correlate with 
any beryl known to exist at that time (green, blue, pink, yellow, and clear/white). W.F. Hillebrand, a 
geochemist from the National College in Washington, D.C., identified the mineral as a new type of 
beryl in 1905.  
 
In 1912, Dr. A. Eppler named it bixbite in honor of its discoverer. Laboratory analysis showed that 
manganese and small amounts of iron, chromium, and calcium create the raspberry-red color of 
red beryl. Like other beryl, red beryl has a hardness of 7.5 to 8.0 and its chemical composition is 
Be3Al2Si6O18.  
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Red beryl formation began with the eruption of a topaz rhyolite lava from volcanic vents. As the 
lava began to cool, shrinkage cracks formed, creating pathways for high temperature gases rich in 
beryllium to escape. Oxidized surface water also began seeping into these cracks and mixed with 
the rising beryllium gases. The gases reacted with the surface water, silica, alkali feldspar, and iron 
manganese oxides from the lava to form red beryl crystals. Red beryl probably grew at 
temperatures between 300 to 650 degrees Celsius. Red beryl is presently found at only three 
locations in the world: the Thomas Range and the Wah Wah Mountains in west-central Utah, and 
the Black Range in New Mexico.  
 
In the Thomas Range, red beryl occurs primarily as short, flat, hexagonal crystals or more rarely as 
elongated, barrel shaped crystals. The crystals are generally up to 2 -10 mm long and 4 - 6 mm 
thick. Many of these crystals are too small to be faceted. They are found in cavities and fractures 
within the Topaz Mountain rhyolite that erupted approximately 6 to 7 million years ago from 
volcanic vents in the area.  
 
Small crystals can be found in an area called "the Cove," where they may be attached to other 
minerals such as topaz, bixbyite, garnet, pseudobrookite, or hematite. Larger crystals that have 
been faceted into gemstones have been found in the northwest part of the Thomas Range near 
Wildhorse Springs.  
 
The only known deposit of large, gem-quality red beryl in the world is from the Ruby-Violet claims 
in the Wah Wah Mountains of Beaver County, Utah. These are private claims and no collecting is 
allowed without permission from the present claim owners. The crystals occur primarily as 
elongated hexagonal crystals that are up to 15 mm in length, and the largest crystal discovered to 
date is 14 mm wide and 34 mm long. Red beryl is generally found along large, near-vertical, 
northwest trending fractures and clay filled seams within the rhyolite member of the Blawn 
Formation. The rhyolite erupted approximately 18 to 20 million years ago from volcanic vents in the 
area.  
 

Specimen of red beryl from the RubyViolet claims 
in the Wah Wah Mountains. U.S. quarter for scale. 
 
The property has periodically been worked and 
continues to produce nice mineral specimens and 
stones suitable for faceting. Red beryl crystals from 
this location that have been faceted sell for an 
average of $2,000 per carat. For comparison, gold 
is currently worth $300 to $320 per ounce (one 
ounce is equal to 155 carats). [2002 prices]  
 
For more information regarding red beryl, contact 
the Natural Resources Map & Bookstore - (801) 
537-3320, or toll free at 1 (888) UTAHMAP. The 
bookstore has several rock and mineral 

publications available for purchase that describe areas where to collect red beryl.  
 
Glad You Asked article, Survey Notes, v. 34 no. 3, September 2002.  
 
Source: Beehive Buzzer, 1/2014, via The RockCollector, 5/2015  
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SHOP TIPS 
by Mike DeMeritt 

 
I'm going todo another "talk around the shop" type shop tips. Basically, I will relate some good 
ideas and tips concerning problems members are currently having with various materials and 
techniques.  
 
Fracture-sealing. Most cutters here at our club are familiar with fracture-sealing agates and jaspers 
with so-called "superglues," but some don't know about the better grades of superglue available, 
and some neophytes aren't familiar at all! Do you have what would be a superb cab, save that big, 
ugly fracture right across the center? No worries - seal that fracture with some good-grade 
cyanoacrylate, and often your problems are solved! The best grades are available at hobby stores 
and are used in the construction of large-scale flying model aircraft. In particular, Pacer 
Technologies "Zap" line of cyanoacrylate superglues are excellent for our purposes. The glues 
come in a variety of viscosities, from instant-set (sets in a few seconds) through thicker and more 
viscous versions requiring as many as a few minutes to fully set. These thicker versions are very 
good for "gap-filling" - especially useful in larger fractures. There are also accelerators available 
that instantly set the glue after being sprayed over the glue. I recommend trying the thinnest 
version possible; after treatment, if the fracture isn't filled well enough, try stepping up one viscosity 
level. I personally shop Hobby Barn at Kolb and 22nd, but any hobby shop that deals in flying 
model airplanes will work. These glues are also excellent for dopping - many professional cab 
cutters use the anodized-aluminum "sticks" that work very well with cyanoacrylates. I use them 
nearly exclusively for faceting, and have never had any problems. If things get tricky, dop your 
stone with wax first, but pull apart before the stone sticks (thus making a mold of the dop wax), and 
finish with a cyanoacrylate bond. Heat softens the bond enough to easily transfer, and with 
problem stones, there is a de-bonder available. Be warned - cyanoacrylates bond exceptionally 
quickly and with amazing adhesion! Fingers glued together are best released by slowly flexing and 
peeling apart - and you will lose a layer of skin or two! (After using cyanoacrylates for any length of 
time, this will happen to you! This especially applies to the faster-bonding versions, which are 
incredibly "watery" - the precise reason they penetrate so well into fractures in our gem materials!) 
Despite their inherent problems, the results of using cyanoacrylates for fracture-sealing make the 
difficulties well worthwhile!  
 
Flat-Lapping with curved-wheel machines. Yes, we started with something of an oxymoron here! 
Truthfully, the only way to achieve a perfectly flat, polished surface is with a flat lap or faceting 
machine (or a flat lap on the end of a cabochon machine…) However, a reasonably polished flat 
surface is obtainable on a typical cabochon machine. Unfortunately, it won't come easily, and the 
more scratched the surface you are starting with, the more work it will take to get there. The best 
way I have found is to very gently rest the "cab" on the wheel, and sweep the stone in a circular 
motion. It is OK to allow the stone to pass the edge of the wheel (the right and left margins) as you 
make your circles (the lack of pressure exerted on the cab won't allow much, if any, gouging of the 
surface…) Maintain this exceptionally light pressure throughout all steps. Each step will take far 
longer than usual due to the lack of pressure (and on hard jaspers and agates will test your 
patience…) Be certain to remove all scratches before proceeding to the next grit step. After lots of 
patient grinding and polishing, you should be rewarded with a quite decent (and fairly flat!) piece of 
material. Congratulations - you have advanced enough in the lapidary arts to use a machine for a 
purpose other than that which it was designed for!  
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Ethiopian Opal. Opal from the Wegel Tena area north of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (commonly known 
as Welo Opal or Ethiopian Opal) is showing great promise as a new gemstone since its discovery 
in 2009. The only bad news is that it "behaves" in quite a different fashion from most typical opals, 
and this has caused some consternation with lapidarists. Most of the material is "hydrophane," 
which means it has a high affinity for water. Try licking your finger and touching a Welo opal - most 
material will actually stick to your finger! This means Welo opal is fairly porous, so beware of skin 
oils and colored diamond pastes around this stone (as well as colored polishes like "Zam")! Luckily, 
the quality of the fire typically makes up for these shortcomings, and Welo opal is far less 
expensive than other opals (at least for now!) Some Welo will crack when first exposed to water, so 
soak your stones for a week or two before cutting to weed out problems. Welo opal is the only opal 
that seems to lose color when wet; for this reason, it is best to orient the stone dry under a single 
100-watt bulb. Mark the orientation, because after you start cutting, the opal is likely to lose color 
until it is dry again! Be sure to dry occasionally between steps to check for orientation and new 
fractures. Most opals are quite heat-sensitive, but Welo takes it to extremes - dopping stones with 
wax can be problematic, to say the least. A good trick is to dop with aliphatic resin glue (Elmer's-
type; I use Elmer's wood glue…). The glue is water-soluble, so coat the glue, join with clear 
fingernail polish afterwards to ward the water away. Another alternative is dop-waxing your 
wooden dop, letting it cool slightly, and depressing your stone in the wax. Then remove the stone, 
and re-dop with the aforementioned Elmer's glue/fingernail polish combination suggested above. 
Another problem is that much of the material available is heavily crazed. Good news here is that 
the market seems to be fairly accepting of stabilized Welo opal - for the most part, stabilized cabs 
seem to sell at 1/3 - 1/2 the value of their natural counterparts (with materials such as turquoise, 
the market is far more fickle!) I have personally experimented with many different forms of 
stabilization, and have found that the best seems to be good old Opticon! Much of the crazing 
won't disappear, but the opal will stay solid in cutting. I recommend resin-bonded diamond wheels 
for polishing. If you use pads, use only diamond spray - as mentioned before, colored polishes 
may change the base color of the opal! I've certainly made them sound finicky, but in truth, these 
opals are well worth the time and energy to cut, and produce beautiful stones.  
 
Source: Cutting Remarks, April 2013 
 

¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°` 
 

WHAT IS CHERRY QUARTZ? 
 
Like "Goldstone," "Cherry Quartz" is a fancy man-made glass from China. It is a very pretty mixture 
of clear glass with thin swirls and needles of pink. 
 
We were originally told that Cherry Quartz was a new synthetic or irradiated quartz. After a little 
more research, we found it to be a glass material. We believe most of the newly circulating stones 
referred to as something-or-other quartz are actually glass. This includes Cherry Quartz, Blueberry 
Quartz, Watermelon Quartz, Pepper Quartz and Cloud Quartz. 
 
Some people use the name "Strawberry Quartz" for the stone we call "Cherry Quartz." However, 
true Strawberry Quartz is a naturally occurring (if somewhat rare) strawberry-colored stone with 
sparkly hematite needles. It is found in Russia and Mexico.  
 
Source: Rings & Things product flyer, 9/2003, via The RockCollector, 3/2005  
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Calcite 
By Dave Jacobson 

 
Calcite is the common crystalline form of 
natural calcium carbonate (CaCO3), the basic 
constituent of limestone, marble and chalk. 
Calcite is one of our more common minerals 
and located just about everywhere, even 
forming in pockets in the coquina rock found 
along the beach in Brevard County. Calcite is 
noted for the variety of its crystal and massive 
forms and is represented in most mineral 
collections.  
 
Calcite is a carbonate mineral with crystals in 
Hexagonal system. It is mostly colorless, 
white or various pale tints, although it can be 
any color depending on the mineral impurities 
associated with the calcite. Its hardness is 
approximately 3 with a specific gravity of 2.7. 
One of the tests for calcite is the use of cold 
hydrochloric acid. Calcite will bubble 
vigorously when a drop of hydrochloric acid is 
applied to the specimen. Some varieties of 
calcite will fluoresce with ultra violet such as 
those from Franklin, New Jersey. Calcite from 
Franklin fluoresces red due to the manganese 
activator in this material.  
 
Calcite gets its name from the Latin calx, 
calis, "lime", originally from the Greek chalx 
"burnt lime". The information on the origin of 
the name is from the book MINERALOGY 
FOR AM-ATEURS by John Sinkankas. 
 
Source:  Canaveral Moonstone, 9/2019, via 
The RockCollector, 9/2019 
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Hints n’ Such 
 
These hints were gathered primarily from the bulletins 
and web sites of other clubs.  You should always use 
them with caution because some are untried and 
others may not be tried and true.  Just ideas! 

 
Cleaning Copper and Brass: Your copper and 
brass jewelry has turned that brackish green 
color with black spots, just rub thoroughly with 
barbecue sauce and wash with soap and 
water. 
 
Source: Cabber Gabber, 5/1994, via The 
Hound's Howl, 10/2004 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
Wipe a piece of chalk over your jeweler's 
files.  The chalk keeps the file from clogging 
and you can blow it off.  Toss a piece of 
charcoal or chalk into your tool box.  It will 
keep your tools rust free.  You can also put 
that chalk in your jewelry box.  Tarnish is 
caused by sulfur gases in the air.  Chalk 
absorbs the gases. 
 
Source: Rock City Rocks and Gems, 7/2004, 
via The Hound's Howl, 10/2004 

 
`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 

 
To clean and shine most drusy specimens, 
use Easy Off oven cleaner (fume free is OK).  
Spray the specimen and then leave it 
overnight in a closed container or bag before 
rinsing.  This even works on iron stained 
quartz crystals. 
 
Source: Breccia, 2/1998, via The Hound's 
Howl, 4/2004 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
The success of the final polish on silver 
depends on the number of buffing-wheel 
threads, not the amount of rouge used.  A 
cheaper buff will not give the same results as 
a quality one.  Glue your pattern on the silver  

with rubber cement.  It removes easily.  Bon 
Ami applied with a toothbrush will give a satin 
finish. 
 
Source: Stoney Statements, 9/2004, via The 
Hound's Howl, 10/2004 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
Need two cabs of exactly the same size? 
Glue two slabs together with paper between 
them. Cut to size. Separate by soaking in 
water.  
 
Source: Rockhound Rambling, 12/2004, via 
Quarry Quips, 2/2005 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
A problem encountered by sphere cutters is 
rust on the iron sphere cubes.  A remedy is to 
use 8 parts water:1 part soluble oil instead of 
plain water as the carrier for the grit.  In 
addition to preventing rust, the oil causes the 
grit to adhere to the sphere for a longer 
period of time. 
 
Source: Brukner Rockette, 12/2003, via The 
Hound's Howl, 4/2004 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
Slick Sandin!! Cloth?  Sanding cloths become 
quite slick when used on agate. Recondition 
your cloth  by holding a flat surface of  
obsidian against it for a few seconds. This 
method also works in reverse using an agate 
against the cloth after working obsidian.  
 
Source: Stone Age News, 4/1999, via Gneiss 
Times, 1/2005   
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
Polishing jade: Heat it up! Use polish on 
leather. Hold the stone with your fingers, so 
you know it’s not getting too hot. 
 
Source: Backbender’s Gazette, 3/2006  
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