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CLUB INFORMATION 
 

The Purpose of this Society shall be to: 
 

A. Increase our appreciation of the beauty and 
value of the land in which we live. 
B. Foster good fellowship among its members. 
C. Host an annual Gem and Mineral Show for the 
community. 
D. Foster awareness of the earth sciences by: 

1. Increasing knowledge pertaining to minerals, 
gems, and rocks. 
2. Disseminating knowledge of collecting and 
classification of minerals, fossils and rocks 
through collection and classification. 
3. Improving the practical knowledge of cutting, 
grinding and polishing materials to use in the 
design and creation of jewelry and other useful 
objects. 

E. Provide  educational  scholarships  in  the 
scientific fields. 
F. Procure and improve the Society’s property. 
 
The Lake Havasu Gem and Mineral Society 
meets the second Friday of each month from 
September through May. 
 
The membership typically votes to eliminate the 
June, July, and August meetings. 
 
Fiscal Year: February 1 – January 31. 
 
Name badges are required for all members.  One 
time or replacement badge cost is $12.00 
 
Annual Membership dues are payable on January 
1 and are delinquent after the February meeting.   
 

Single membership cost is $20.00 
Junior membership cost is $10.00 

 
Please remit payment to: 
 
Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society 
Attn: Membership Chairperson 
P.O. Box 990 
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86405-0990 
 
The Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society is a 
member of The Rocky  Mountain  Federation 
of Mineralogical Societies (RMFMS) and 
associated with the American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies (AFMS). 

OFFICERS and DIRECTORS 
 

Rick Kerber   President  
 

Sherrill Mann   Vice President 
 

Sandie Willis   Secretary 
 

Duane Billedeaux Treasurer 
 

Don Wininger  Sgt at Arms 
 

Joseph Scheyer Director One Year 
 

Linda Chandler Director Two Year 
 

Jim Wijnhamer Director Three Year 
 

Linda Harley  Past President 
 

Kathy Padilla Director, Havasu Rocks 
Rose Mann Asst Dir, Havasu Rocks 
 

Mike Bamsch  Director, Lapidary Shop 
     Operations 
 

COMMITTEES 
 
By-Laws  Open 
Communications Jane Highness 
Event   Open 
Field Trip   Open 
Havasu Rocks Kathy Padilla 
Finance   Duane Billedeaux 
Gem Show   Open 
Hospitality  Open 
Lapidary Shop  Mike Bamsch  
Membership  Rose Mann 
Nominating  Open 
Scholarship  Open 
 
Rocky Tales is published monthly except for June, 
July and August. The submission deadline is the 
3rd Friday of the month by email to: 
bartobra@gmail.com 
 

Rocky Tales Editor: Barbara Wiggins 
 

Website Moderator: Jane Highness 

http://www.lakehavasugms.com/ 
 
Facebook Page: Jane Highness 
https://www.facebook.com/HavaRockShop2017 

mailto:bartobra@gmail.com
http://www.lakehavasugms.com/
https://www.facebook.com/HavaRockShop2017
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
We had our club elections at the December General Membership Meeting and our 
new Board of Directors will be officially starting at the January 13th General 
Membership Meeting.  I have now served two crazy years as president, which is the 

club term limit, so this is my last president’s message in the Rocky Tales.  I will still be on the board 
as “Past President.”  My new position will be to help our new president, Jason Upchurch, in an 
advisory role.   
 
I want to thank each and every board member who served with me.  I was just a figure head that 
had visions but it took the board of directors to vote to make anything happen.  I also had a lot of 
support from non-board members who stepped up and helped make our club successful.  And 
thanks to all of our members that have volunteered to help in any capacity during my time as 
president.  I also want to thank the new board members for stepping up to serve our club, and to 
Barbara Wiggins for making this newsletter a reality.  Last I want to thank my wife, Cheryl, for 
allowing me the time to do the job of president.  It took many hours away from our personal life to 
get the job done.   
 
Sadly, during the past three months, we had to expel two members from our club.  This is not 
something we want to do, but it is necessary to keep our club members safe from intimidation and 
bullying.  We are first and foremost a social club with the love of rocks, gems and minerals in 
common, and we need to foster good fellowship within our club as well as with the community.   
 
We have had a few good field trips so far this season and after the holidays, hope to have many 
more.  The general rule for our club is that guests are welcome on one field trip, but after that, they 
need to join our club to enjoy more.   
 
Don’t forget to renew your dues for 2023.  It’s only $20 per member ($10 for kids) and probably the 
best deal in Havasu.  I hope you all have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Rick Kerber - President 
 

¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°` 
 

ROCKHOUNDS’ NEW YEARS RESOLUTIONS 
 

  1. For every new specimen I bring home, I'll weed out five. 
  2. To hold more tightly to the wheel, and keep on going past that rock shop. 
  3. To eliminate at least 2 gem shows from my travels next year. 
  4. Not to go to every sale I see advertised next year. 
  5. Not to call everything I can't identify as JASPER. 
  6. To minimize my large collection; to maximize my choice specimens. 
  7. To weed out (high-grade) my many magazines about rocks. 
  8. To complete two unfinished projects before starting on ten more. 
  9.  Bring an item for show and tell. 
10.  NOT TO LET MY WIFE SEE THIS LIST! 

 
Source:  Gates Rockhound, 12/1996-1/1997, via Strata Gem, 1/2001  
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LAKE HAVASU GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
December 9, 2022 

 
Board members present: 
 
President, Rick Kerber 
Past President, Linda Harley 
Vice President, NP  
Treasurer, Duane Billedeaux 
Secretary, NP, Bruce Davies (substitute) 
Sargent at Arms, Don Wininger 
Havasu Rocks Director, Kathy Padilla 
Havasu Rocks Assistant Director, Rose Mann 
Lapidary Shop Director, Mike Bamsch 
Three Year Director, Jim Wijnhammer 
Two Year Director, Linda Chandler 
One Year Director, Joseph Scheyer 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7PM by President, Rick Kerber. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Don Wininger, Sargent at Arms. 
 
The Minutes of the previous meeting, published in Rocky Tales, was voted in unanimously after 
motion by Mike Muse and second by Debby Murray. 
 
Treasurer Report was given by Duane Billedeaux and it was voted in unanimously after motion by 
Mike Muse and second by Chuck Davis. The report is not published but is available for perusal by 
club members.  Duane reports the financial status of the club is good. 
 
Membership, Rose Mann reported there are 336 club members which is 20 more members than 
last month. 14 new members were in attendance in the meeting and were given a gift. Now is the 
time to renew your club membership. 
 
Havasu Rocks, the club store, per Kathy Padilla, is doing quite well and reported more than 
$31,000 in sales this year.  She and her team have added new merchandise that is selling well. 
More volunteers are needed for the store. 
 
Lapidary shop:  Mike Bamsch reports that we need more members to be shop monitors.  You will 
be trained at no cost to you. The board approved $1500 for new and refurbished equipment for the 
shop. Lapidary passes for $200, for a year of shop privileges are available at the museum, where 
they can be purchased with credit cards. Workshops are being listed at the lapidary shop. Safety 
courses and slab saw classes are also available.  See a shop monitor if you are interested. 
 
Building Fund:  Al Yanity reported that the building fund has approximately $2,000.  It is now 
possible to donate to the building fund through the Club Web Page ( https://lakehavasugms.com/).  
 

https://lakehavasugms.com/
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Elections:  A motion was made by Jane Highness and seconded by Steve Rodgers to wave the 
Two-year term limit for the position of Sergeant at Arms. Passed Unanimously.   
 

The Nominating Committee handed out the ballots to the voting members. There were 60 votes 
cast with the following results: 
 

 President: Jason Upchurch 

 Vice President: Richard Plunkett 

 Secretary: Bruce Davies 

 Treasurer: Duane Billedeaux 

 Third Year Director: Jane Highness 

 Lapidary Shop Director: Steve Prather 

 Club Store Director: Kathy Padilla 

 Assistant Store Director: Rose Mann 

 Sergeant at Arms: Don Wininger 

Old Business:  The brochures, that we were waiting for, are done and are available at the 
museum and the Lapidary Shop. There are Rock & Gem magazines available for purchase at the 
break.   
 

New Business:  Gayle Gilpin wanted to bring up the exceptional job Sandie Willis and all of the 
volunteers did for the planning and execution of the Club’s Gem and Mineral Show. 
 

Next Club Meeting is January 13th. 
 

Gary Mortimer was leading a field trip in the Parker / California area. 
 

Break 
 

Connie Cejmer won the Cabochon Contest.  
50/50 tickets were won by Sheila Manion and Terry Foster. 
Casey Goldberg won the Lapidary Basket 
Red tickets door prizes were given out. 
 

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:37PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Bruce Davies for Sandra Willis, Secretary 
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PRECIOUS METAL CLAY 
By Jeanette Landenwitch 

 
Introduction  
 
PMC is a revolutionary development in the precious metal industry. It allows for easy creation of 
detail in designs that would be very difficult and painstaking to achieve using conventional forms of 
metal and methods of working. Expensive tools and equipment are not needed to work with PMC.  
 
It is a very versatile product. The silver and gold PMC can be used separately, or in combination 
with each other, as in two-tone pieces. PMC can be combined, before firing, with other materials 
such as potter's clay, sterling silver, high-fired ceramics, synthetic corundum stones, and, after 
firing, using epoxy, or soldering methods. It can be enameled, carved, or even wheel-thrown. 
Three dimensional pieces and hollow forms such as beads and vases can easily be made.  
 
PMC is a very 'forgiving' medium. Changes in the piece can be made at any stage of creation, 
allowing for the design to truly evolve. New designs can be tested with very little time commitment. 
You will also learn that, with a little vigilance, there is virtually no wasted PMC. Slightly or 
completely dried PMC can be re-hydrated to working consistency, or made into slip (a paste form 
of PMC used for joining and repairing).  
 
PMC has incredible potential and limitless possibilities. Your designs can be as simple or as 
intricate as you desire. As you learn about PMC, your imagination will be more than sparked. You 
will find yourself thinking of more design ideas than you have time to create. By all means try new 
things and experiment with new ideas. This is a product that is in its infancy. It has tremendous 
potential and is very easily individualized. Experienced artisans, jewelers, clay workers, bead-
makers, etc., will find ways to incorporate PMC into existing methods of working. Novice hobbyists 
and budding artisans will have wonderful success from the very beginning. You will find great 
satisfaction and encouragement when you see the professional results you can achieve.  
 
Those who experiences PMC will add a dimension to their work that has been unavailable until 
now.  
 
Properties of Standard PMC, PMC+, and PMC 3  
 
Precious Metal Clay is available in pure silver, and in 24 Karat gold and the just released PMC 
Bronze. We'll only discuss the silver and gold here.  
 
There are three types of silver PMC-standard PMC, PMC+ (called PMC Plus), and PMC 3. Each 
can be worked the same, using the same tools, yet each type also has its own properties and 
characteristics. These varying qualities are what make using PMC so very versatile. Although each 
type of silver PMC has its own rate of shrinkage, the shrinkage is uniform throughout the piece. 
Therefore, the proportion and scale within the piece before it is fired, will remain the same after 
firing, the piece will just be smaller. Also note that the shrinkage will occur in all directions: length, 
width, and thickness. One of the beauties of the shrinkage characteristic is that you create the 
piece in a larger size (definitely a plus for those of us who wear glasses), and the detail becomes 
more enhanced after it has been fired.  
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Standard PMC  
 
In standard PMC, whether silver or gold, the binder is about 30% of the content of the silver clay 
mixture. Since the binder burns away, the piece will be about 70% of the original size after firing. 
There is a PMC ruler made specifically to help measure the shrinkage of standard PMC. I have 
found it to be very accurate. This ruler works for standard PMC only, both silver and gold. Each 
side has a true 6" ruler. On one side there is also an expanded ruler that shows the size the piece 
should be made before firing in order to achieve the intended finished size. For example, if you 
want a piece to be 1" long when it is finished, then you would use the expanded ruler and actually 
make the piece the expanded 1."  On the reverse side there is a shrunken ruler. If you are using a 
mold, for instance, that the size has already been determined, then you would measure that mold 
with the true 6" ruler and check the shrunken ruler to see what the actual after firing size would be. 
So, a piece made from a 1" mold before firing would actually end up being less after it is fired. 
Standard silver PMC is fired at 1650F for two hours. Gold is fired at 1830F for two hours. After 
firing, PMC is stronger than the same item made in conventional metal of the same purity. PMC is 
more porous, therefore resulting in pieces that are lighter in weight than their counterparts in 
conventional fine silver and 24K gold. This characteristic is particularly advantageous when making 
larger wearable art items.  
 
PMC+  
 
S i l v e r PMC+ has approximately 12% binder in the content of the clay, and therefore shrinks to 
about 88% of its original size. It is denser after firing than standard PMC, therefore is slightly 
heavier. There are three firing temperature and time options for PMC+. It only needs to be fired for 
10 minutes, but can be fired longer. When fired for two hours, at 1650F, it becomes almost as 
strong as sterling silver. Firing at the lower temperature of 1470F makes it possible to embed 
sterling silver findings, such as earring posts, before firing.  
 
PMC 3  
 
Silver PMC 3 has the same shrinkage rate as PMC+. PMC 3 can also be fired for as little as 10 
minutes, or as long as two hours. If fired for two hours it will become slightly denser than the other 
two forms of PMC, and, therefore, slightly stronger. If fired for two hours, PMC 3 must first be 
heated to about 250C for at least 10 minutes to be sure the binder burns away.  
 
No matter which form of PMC you use, after firing it is pure precious metal and can be handled as 
such. It can be sanded, soldered, polished, tumbled, burnished, oxidized, wire brushed for a satin 
finish, enameled, etc. 
 

Source: Gem Cutter News, 12/2008, via Lake City Rockhound News, 2/2016 
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ARE YOU A NEW ROCKHOUND? 
 

What to do? -- Have you decided yet? If you’re a new rockhound you may be confused by the 
many phases of our hobby. Do you wonder just, which Earth Science suits you best? Perhaps a 
little vocational guidance will help you make up your mind... 
 

THE HOARDER: 
 

Are you a hoarder at heart? Are your closet, attic and basement bulging at the seams with things 
you just can’t bear to part with? If the answer is yes, I suggest you become a MINERAL 
COLLECTOR. (WARNING—be sure you have at least one empty room before you start, because 
you won’t be able to part with any of your collection and it will grow at an alarming speed.)  If you 
are an apartment dweller, try collecting miniatures, and if your hacienda has only one room to hang 
your hat, micro mounts are the thing for you. If you have a pack-rat personality, you can enjoy 
collecting beautiful minerals and crystals no matter how limited your space. 
 

THE PERFECTIONIST: 
 

Are you a perfectionist? Do you admire the perfect shape and beautiful color? If so, you’re a born 
LAPIDARY. No lop-sidled cabochons for you! They will all come out with perfect contours and you 
can be sure your cab will have a mirror-like polish every time. 
 

LIKE NUMBERS? 
 

Are you good at mathematics? Do you have the touch of a gentle breeze? May I suggest you try 
FACETING? This is one hobby where, a mind with a mathematical flair can whiz through a set of 
angles that would baffle a lesser genius. The results are probably more spectacular than of any 
other ‘facets’ of our hobby. 
 

HOW ABOUT VARIETY? 
 

Do you find it hard to stick to one thing for very long? May I suggest NOVELTIES? You can try 
polishing flats and then use them for pen bases.  Try cabs and if you tire of them, make a picture 
out of them. Try a sphere and if you never get beyond the pre-form stage, make it into a 
paperweight.  Do you think leftovers taste better than the original dish? Then I suggest TUMBLING 
for you. Just pick up all the leftover rocks around the house and put them into the tumbler. You’ll 
be surprised what comes out! 
 

OR, are you like a child on Christmas morning? For you, I suggest FLUORESCENTS. Each time 
you look over your collection, you will recapture the beauty of a lighted Christmas tree. 
 

Do you keep a diary? Are you fascinated by history and the records of past life on this planet? You 
are the one to collect FOSSILS. You will find a wonderful pastime collecting the remains of these 
past earthlings. 
 

Seriously, there are so many avenues to explore in the earth sciences. In addition, there’s 
CARVING, JEWELRY MAKING and WEEKEND FIELD TRIPS, all worth a try! You would be wise 
to investigate them all until you find one (or several) that suits you best. 
 

HAVE FUN AND GOOD LUCK! 
 
Source: Escomo, 11/1987, via Beehive Buzzer, 10/2001  
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AFMS CODE OF ETHICS 
 
I will respect both private and public property and will do no collecting on privately owned land 
without the owner's permission.  
 
I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of rules governing collecting on public lands and will 
observe them.  
 
I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property on which I plan to collect.  
 
I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.  
 
I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - fences, signs, or buildings.  
 
I will leave all gates as found.  
 
I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will be certain they are completely 
extinguished before leaving the area.  
 
I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc.  
 
I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock.  
 
I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply.  
 
I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what I can reasonably 
use.  
 
I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have collected and 
will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and benefit of others.  
 
I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and will leave all 
collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of how found.  
 
I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated authority in all collecting areas.  
 
I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land management or other authorities, any 
deposit of petrified wood or other materials on public lands which should be protected for the 
enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientific purposes.  
 
I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.  
 
I will observe the "Golden Rule", will use "Good Outdoor Manners" and will at all times conduct 
myself in a manner which will add to the stature and Public "image" of rockhounds everywhere. 
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YOUR BRAIN, YOUR INTERNAL COMPUTER 
by Don Monroe, AFMS Safety Chair 

 
Where Am I?  
 
We have apparently lost much of our instinctive knowledge about where we are at any point in 
time. I fear that most of us often really do not know where we are. We may wake up at night and 
be disoriented. We may be traveling and be confused about which way we are going. We may 
know which way is up but not know which way is North or South. If I fly into a strange city and it is 
night or a very cloudy day, I may have trouble getting oriented.  
 
The question then becomes “how do we establish our sense of direction”? One answer can be 
what we will call “inherent knowledge.” This is arrived at by our internal computer which knows 
where we started and how long or how far we have traveled. From this information we intuitively 
can figure about where we are located.  
 

It is possible that this “inherent knowledge” is a 
learned or cultivated technique and we can lose 
some of this skill if we do not use it regularly. It 
seems that those individuals who lived in a rural 
setting may have a more highly developed sense 
of direction and location.  
 
Most of us also rely on the sun, moon and stars. Even 
those of us who have not really studied astronomy 
acquire a sense of direction from the heavens. We 
always have a sense of the path of the sun as it 
traverses the heavens. When I was a boy and worked 
with my father who was a surveyor, he very often 
would “shoot Polaris.” He would take a sighting with his 

transit on the North Star at any time of the day. He showed me how to find the North Star in 
daylight but I really never got good at it. If you had a sighting on the North Star and the proper 
book of tables, it was easy to establish where you were. I could never do a lot with the location of 
the moon because I never studied its location and path to the point that I could navigate even 
approximately using the moon. If you have a sextant (which I do) and can use it (which I could) you 
can do amazing calculations to find out your location using the stars.  
 
We can and should rely on other methods to avoid getting lost. How about a map and a compass? 
This technique works. A recent report by the rescue personnel of the State of Alabama stated that 
a very small percentage of lost people had even bothered to carry a map or a compass with them. 
Now I hate to be critical, but that is stupid.  
 
The last approach that is rapidly gaining favor is the GPS or Global Positioning System. These 
gadgets are really taking the world by storm and are used by many of us. There is an endless 
variety of units and you may want to study what is out there before making a purchase. The only 
other advice I have is that you need to learn how to operate your system before you need it. DO 
NOT wait until you are out in the wild before you turn it on to see how it works! 
 
Source: AFMS Newsletter, 12/2007 – 1/2008  
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YOUR HOUSE COMES FROM A MINE 
 
The FOUNDATION is probably concrete (limestone, clay, shale, gypsum and aggregate mining). 
 
The EXTERIOR WALLS may be of brick (clay mining) or stone (dimension stone mining). 
 
The INSULATION in the walls may be glass wool (silica, feldspar and trona mining), or expanded 
vermiculite (vermiculite mining). 
 
The INTERIOR WALLS are usually wallboard (gypsum mining). 
 
The LUMBER will be fastened with nails and screws (iron ore and zinc mining). 
 
The SEWER PIPING is made of clay or iron pipe (clay mining or iron ore mining). 
 
The WATER PIPE is of iron or copper or aluminum (copper mining or bauxite mining). 
 
The ELECTRICAL WIRING is of copper or aluminum (copper mining or bauxite mining). 
 
The SANITARY FACILITIES are made of porcelain (clay mining). 
 
The PLUMING FIXTURES are made of brass (copper and zinc mining) or stainless steel (nickel 
and chrome mining). 
 
The GUTTERS are made of galvanized steel (iron ore and zinc mining). 
 
The PAINT is manufactured with mineral fillers and pigments (from minerals obtained from mining). 
 
The WINDOWS are made from glass (trona, silica, sand and feldspar mining). 
 
The DOOR KNOBS, LOCKS AND HINGES are brass or steel (copper, zinc and iron ore mining). 
 
Finally, the MORTGAGE is written on paper made from wood or cloth fiber, and fibers with clay 
(clay mining). 
 
Source: Whitman Gem & Mineral Society Bulletin, 1983 via Albuquerque Gem & Mineral Club’s 
News Nuggets, 1/2004 
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GROWTH HABITS OF SINGLE CRYSTALS 
 

Barrel-Shaped: Self descriptive term applied to such crystals as vanadinite and mimetite. 
 

Bladed: This describes the appearance of crystals that are almost equal dimension in all directions 
and look like children's toy blocks. Some of the feldspars, galena and fluorite can be so described. 
 

Columnar: These crystals are thick and fairly elongated, shaped in miniature like the columns of a 
building. Examples include beryl, quartz and tourmaline. Sometimes the word prismatic is used to 
describe the same crystals, because the dominant faces on columnar crystals are usually called 
prisms. 
 

Capillary: From a Latin word meaning hair, capillary is often used interchangeable with filiform, 
also from Latin, meaning thread-shaped. The terms describe minerals such as silver, which is 
sometimes found as thin wires, or millerite, which is found in long, very thin, stiff wires. 
 

Pyramidal: This expression is used when the ends, or even the entire crystal, looks vaguely like 
three-, four-, or six-sided pyramids. Examples include wulfenite and anatase. 
 

Stubby: Such crystals are also sometimes described as stout or equant. All these terms try to 
draw an image of crystals that are neither flattened or elongates, but are nearly the same 
dimensions in all directions. Tourmaline, apatite and beryl can be columnar or prismatic, but they 
may also be of shorter lengths and stubby. 
 

Tabular: This means that the crystal growth has been flat, with only minor thickness. Wulfenite is 
often tabular. Torbernte is almost always tabular. 
 

Source:  Michigan Gem News, date unknown, via Cutting Remarks, 9/2009  



Rocky Tales                 Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.                   January 2023 
 

 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Rocky Tales                 Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.                   January 2023 
 

 14 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A GOOD YEAR 
 

A brand new year is given us, 
It could be likened to a stone. 
It can be polished and enhanced, 
Or it can be left alone. 
 
We can sit and watch it pass, 
And wish we had our youth, 
Or we can use the years we have 
In search of love and truth. 
 
This year can be a better year, 
We can shine it to a glow. 
No year is bad, no year is good, 
Just people make it so. 
 
Let’s plan this year to be our best 
By sharing love with others, 
For peace will never thrive on earth 
Until we live as brothers. 

 
Source: Chiasto-HI-Lites via Calgary Lapidary 
Journal, 12/2008  

HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAY 

 
Lorell Bryson 

Peggy Delach 

Annie Hope 

Dave Kazsuk 

Mary Kelly 

MaryAnn Loftus 

Tom Lucas 

Rose Mann 

Rod McComber 

Patrick Mueller 

Michael Ridenour 

Leslie Rosario 

Matt Schilling 

Cal Sheehy 

Mel Shockey 

Michael Sturgeon 

Michalyn Sturgeon 

Michele Trumbull 

Nick Yanity 

HAPPY JANUARY ANNIVERSARY 
 

Jude Galbraith 

Duane & Linda Gauthun 

Kate Irwin 

Lou & Liz Porter 

Jan Salsberry 

Tracy Scribner 

Chris & Brenda Sniderhan 
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Hints n’ Such 
 
These hints were gathered primarily from the bulletins 
and web sites of other clubs.  You should always use 
them with caution because some are untried and 
others may not be tried and true.  Just ideas! 

 
Keep saw blades in a plastic folder that 
originally held a set of files. They can be 
easily separated by size, and clearly labeled. 
It provides wonderful inventory control, and is 
easy to keep handy, tucked into a comer of 
my bench.  
 
Source: The Rockorder, 10/2002, via The 
Pegmatite, 2/2005 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
Anyone who works with flat silver in making 
jewelry discovers that sooner or later, every 
scratch in the metal has to be removed.  
Common transparent contact paper from the 
discount store (the sticky kind with the 
removable backing) is the answer.  Place on 
each side of the silver sheet for protection.  
What’s more, it accepts and holds on 
permanent ink pen lines and will not pull 
loose when you are sawing through it. 
 
Source: Agate Explorer, 4/2005, via Rock 
Chips, 4/2005 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
Keep it clean: Save all your remnants of bars 
of soap. Put them into a plastic container. 
When you are lapping or facing a slab or 
geode that has a crystal-lined vug, soak the 
soap to a thick paste and fill the vug with it. 
When you have completed the lapping 
process, use a brush to wash out the soap. 
This will keep grit or slurry from filling up the 
vug.  
 
Source: original source unknown, via The 
Quarry, 3/2005, via The Pegmatite, 4/2005 
 

Recycling: Try using an old baseball bat as a 
mandrel for bracelets, or using knitting 
needles for making jump rings. And plastic 
berry baskets in the pickle pot work great.  
 
Source: The Rockorder, 10/2002, via The 
Pegmatite, 2/2005 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
A fine chain can be very frustrating when it 
knots.  Put a drop or two of salad oil on a 
piece of waxed paper.  Lay the knot in the 
puddle and work at it with two straight pins.  
The knot should come apart quickly.   
 
Source: Stata Gem, 7/2004, via Rock Chips, 
4/2005 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
Keep a couple of rubber link door mats in 
your car, camper or trailer in case you should 
get stuck in the mud or sand.  They don't take 
up much room and they always work. 
 
From Drywasher's Gazette, 9/1998, via Chips 
'n Splinters, 3/2005 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
How can you get rid of the iron stains on your 
rocks?  Try Super Iron Out®.  Members of 
various clubs have found that it removes 
stains from quartz, dolomite, fire agate, 
chalcedony roses, some amazonite, 
ceramics, cloth, and carpet.  It works better 
than bleach does on rust because bleach 
oxidizes iron which turns to rust.  Super Iron 
Out® de-oxidizes iron into a clear solution 
that easily rinses away and will not harm 
fabric as bleach does. 
 
Source: Breccia,10/2003, via The Hound's 
Howl, 10/2004 
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