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CLUB INFORMATION
OFFICERS and DIRECTORS

The Purpose of this Society shall be to:
A. Increase our appreciation of the beauty and
value of the land in which we live.
B. Foster good fellowship among its members.
C. Host an annual Gem and Mineral Show for the
community.
D. Foster awareness of the earth sciences by:
1. Increasing knowledge pertaining to minerals,
gems, and rocks.
2. Disseminating knowledge of collecting and
classification of minerals, fossils and rocks
through collection and classification.
3. Improving the practical knowledge of cutting,
grinding and polishing materials to use in the
design and creation of jewelry and other useful
objects.
E. Provide educational scholarships in the
scientific fields.
F. Procure and improve the Society’s property.

Rick Kerber

President

Sherrill Mann

Vice President

Sandie Willis

Secretary

Duane Billedeaux

Treasurer

Don Wininger

Sgt at Arms

Joseph Scheyer

Director One Year

Linda Chandler

Director Two Years

Jim Wijnhamer

Director Three Years
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The Lake Havasu Gem and Mineral Society
meets the second Friday of each month from
September through May.

Kathy Padilla

Director of Operations
Havasu Rocks

Al Yanity
Mike Bamsch

Directors of Operations
Lapidary Shop
COMMITTEES

The membership typically votes to eliminate the
June, July, and August meetings.

Communications
Event
Field Trip
Gem Show
Hospitality
Membership
Lapidary Shop
Havasu Rocks
Finance
By-Laws
Nominating
Scholarship

Fiscal Year: February 1 – January 31.
Name badges are required for all members. One
time or replacement badge cost is $12.00
Annual Membership dues are payable on January
1 and are delinquent after the February meeting.
Single membership cost is $20.00
Junior membership cost is $10.00

Jane Highness
Open
Al Yanity
Sandie Willis
Open
Gayle Gilpin / Rose Mann
Al Yanity / Mike Bamsch
Kathy Padilla
Duane Billedeaux
Sandie Willis
Sandie Willis
Sandie Willis

Rocky Tales is published monthly except for June,
July and August. The submission deadline is the
3rd Friday of the month by email to:
bartobra@gmail.com

Please remit payment to:
Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society
Attn: Membership Chairperson
P.O. Box 990
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86405-0990

Rocky Tales Editor: Barbara Wiggins
Website Moderator: Jane Highness
http://www.lakehavasugms.com/

The Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society is a
member of The Rocky Mountain Federation
of Mineralogical Societies (RMFMS) and
associated with the American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies (AFMS).

Facebook Page: Jane Highness
https://www.facebook.com/HavaRockShop2017
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Welcome all of our new club members. We are currently adding 15 to 20 new
members each month.
In this issue, please read the proposed re-written By-Laws and Standing Rules. We will vote on
them at our February General Membership Meeting on Friday, February 11 th. These By-Laws and
Standing Rules are required as a non-profit and needed up-dating for years, and a lot of hard work
was put into getting them.
If you want to put our General Membership Meetings on your calendar, it is always on the Second
Friday of the Month, September through May. We do not have the meeting in June, July or
August.
Now that we are having field trips almost every weekend, and our lapidary shop is open and
running, we seem to be getting much more participation from our club members. This is what the
club is all about, rock hounding and then playing with our rocks. More field trips are being planned
for February, including a trip to Golden Shores on Feb 13th for Petrified Wood, Fossilized Dinosaur
Poop (aka Coprolite), River Rocks of all sizes and whatever else you can find.
In case you missed it, our Lapidary Shop is now open on Tuesday from 10:00 am to 8:00 pm, and
Wednesday through Saturday from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm (as long as shop monitors are available).
Any member can become a shop monitor, we will train you! Contact any board member or shop
monitor if interested. Also consider volunteering in the Club Retail Store inside the museum, even
for a couple of short days a month. Right now, the hours are from 11am to 3pm. This a great
social job, and again, we will train you.
The club has purchased 75 new trim saw blades (and for the 10” slab saw) and 55 gallons of
cutting oil for our machines, so if you’re planning on using our lapidary shop much, consider
purchasing a 12 month lapidary pass for just $200. The passes give you unlimited shop time.
A few of our members have been sick this past month and seem to be on the road to recovery.
Thank you to Kathy Padilla who has worked most days in our club store, and to her staff, for
covering the shifts of those who are sick, and to those who covered the shifts in the lapidary shop.
The club has lost a long-time member, and current past-president, Barry Bandaruk. Our sincere
condolences to his wife and club member Sheila. Thank you Barry for all of your hard work and
mentoring me to be President. Thank you Sheila for giving up so much of your time with Barry so
he could lead our club. May Barry have the best rock-hounding ever in Heaven! Save a few rocks
for us, Barry.
Rick Kerber – President
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LAKE HAVASU GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES
Mount Olive Lutheran Church
January 14, 2022
The meeting was called to order by Rick Kerber, President, at 7PM.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Don Wininger, Sargent at Arms.
The new Board was introduced by Rick Kerber.
Board members present:
Rick Kerber, President
Sherrill Mann, Vice President
Duane Billedeaux, Treasurer
Sandra Willis, Secretary
Jim Wijnhamer, 3 Year Director
Joseph Scheyer, 1 Year Director
Don Wininger, Sargent at Arms
Mike Bamsch, Lapidary Shop Co-Director
Kathy Padilla, Havasu Rocks, Director
Rose Mann, Assistant Director Havasu Rocks
Missing Board members were Linda Chandler, 2 Year Director, and Al Yanity, Co-Director of
Havasu Rocks. Both being ill. Also missing is Barry Bandaruk, immediate past President, who
passed away earlier in the week.
The Minutes from the previous meeting, found in Rocky Tales, was approved unanimously, after a
motion by Ed Tillotson, and second by Charlotte Heller.
Treasurer’s Report was presented by Duane Billedeaux, Treasurer, and is available with the
Society’s records. The report was approved unanimously, having been put in motion by Kathy
Padilla and seconded by Chuck Davis.
Membership Chairman, Gayle Gilpin, reported that we currently have 20 new members, making
our numbers 320. 175 present members have paid dues, and the rest are due by the February
meeting. They will be dropped February 22, if not renewed by that time. New members present
tonight are: David DeRisio, Debbie McPherson, Heather West, Kate Irwin, Jason Upchurch,
Matthew Temkin, Terry McKeever, and Debbie Ross. Each was presented with a polished rock.
Visitor, son of Jason Upchurch, was also given a polished rock. Gayle will turn the membership
duties over to Rose Mann in March, after the busy first of the year.
Rick passed out 3 of the 4 Lapidary passes purchased this month, to Jane Highness, Chuck Davis,
and Jason Upchurch.

Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4
Standing Rules and By Laws were discussed by Sandie Willis. They have been rewritten and
will be in the Rocky Tales newsletter this month. She asks that you read them, and be prepared to
vote on them at the next meeting.
Havasu Rocks: The store, per Kathy Padilla, is doing well. Winter visitors are coming back. Hours
are from 11am to 3pm. There have been good sales and new merchandise will be purchased in
Quartzsite. Kathy also mentioned the kids’ workshops she does on Saturdays. She works with
about 6 at a time, ages 8 to 18. They can sign up at the museum shop.
Lapidary Shop: Sherrill Mann reporting: the shop is getting busier. All who operate equipment are
required to take a refresher/safety class. The classroom has been set up and is ready for classes
that are going on this month. Sign-up sheets are here at the meeting for anyone wishing to
participate. The shop has purchased a 55 gallon drum of oil for the saws. Sherrill purchased 75
saws at a great price. Lapidary passes are for sale for $200 at the museum and at the Lapidary
Shop. Credit cards may be used if purchased at the Havasu Rocks museum store, otherwise
check or cash is needed if purchased at the shop. They will be valid for one year from purchase.
The hours for the Lapidary Shop are: Tuesday, 10am to 8pm, and Wednesdays through
Saturdays from 10am to 4 pm. The fees for lapidary use are $3 per hour for trim saws and
grinders/cab machines. For use of the slab saws, it is $.25 per inch, for those sawing their own
slabs (only after taking the slab class), and $.50 per inch, if slabbed by the shop monitor. All fees
at the shop must be paid in check or cash. The heel cut is free. If someone has a rock that is
deemed sellable at Havasu Rocks, they can donate every other slab, and have free slabbing. This
is at the discretion of the shop monitor. Clip boards for classes are at the Lapidary Shop.
Carrie Morkert asked about volunteers receiving comp time in the lapidary when they work in the
museum store. It was decided that they would earn 1 hour of time in the lapidary shop for every 4
worked in Havasu Rocks, the museum store.
Old Business:
Rick reminded everyone that the issues, old and new, of Rock & Gem magazine are for sale for $2,
and are available at this meeting.
Field Trips are scheduled every weekend this month. They have been well-attended. Thank you,
Linda Chandler, Al Yanity, and Gary Mortimer for planning and leading these trips. Everyone
enjoys these outings. Future field trips will be announced in emails to the members.
New Business:
Rick announced that the cabochon contests will start at the next meeting. Please bring your best
cab to show off—one that you have done since the lapidary shop has been reopened.
Al Yanity proposed that we open a Building Fund Savings account. He has offered to put the first
$1000 into it, and it will be for future donations. Amazon has a program, “Amazon Smile”, set up
for folks who use Amazon regularly. It puts a small percentage of their purchases into it. Rick will
look into it so that it can be presented in the near future. Thank you, Al. That is very generous!

Continued on page 6
5

Rocky Tales

Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.

February 2022

Continued from page 5
Kathy reported that the Quartzsite Pow Wow is January 19 through 23. Barry Bandaruk usually
made the plans and would go early to reserve the campsite. Members and others would bring
campers and RV’s, and there would be a campfire when the wind was not an issue. There would
be daily excursions to Quartzsite, field trips, and a potluck. Barry passed away this past week, and
no one has taken this on officially. Many of our members are working the Balloon Festival, so there
will be less members attending this year.
A few members spoke about Barry, who had held the office of President for three or more terms.
He will be missed. Rest in Peace, dear friend. We appreciate all you have done for our club.
Sandie will send flowers and a card to Sheila from all of us.
Website: Jane Highness continues to work on the website. It is: lakehavasugms.com. She asks
that we check it out and see if it is user friendly. She gave out her phone number to use for
problems or suggestions. Her number is 209-568-8299. Thank you, Jane, for all of your hard work
on something many in the membership find difficult to do. She cautioned members to NOT go to
lakehavasugms.org, as it has nothing to do with the Society.
A break was taken and refreshments were served.
The door prizes were given out and winners of the 50/50 were Cheryl Kerber and Manda Davis.
Matthew Temkin, new member, has agreed to help with the refreshments for the meetings. He can
call different people to bring snacks for the meeting.
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:52 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Sandra Willis
Secretary

Qualifications for Being a Rockhound
Love of the outdoors – where else can you find rock.
Strong Back or Good Judgement – rocks gain weight with every step.
Sense of Humor – being able to appreciate someone else’s find after you just stepped over it.
Cheerful – smile even if every muscle and bone in your body aches.
Adventurous – daring to take a road, even if it looks like it goes straight up.
Persistent – not satisfied until you have turned over every rock twice.
Determination – visualizing a beautiful gem cut out of a plain rock.
Source: Hatrockhound Gazette, 8/2001, via Clackamette Gem, 6/2001
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BY-LAWS
LAKE HAVASU GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY, Inc.
Article I: Organization
Section 1 Name: The name of this Society shall be LAKE HAVASU GEM AND MINERAL
SOCIETY, INCORPORATED. Here and after, within these By-Laws, it shall be known as the

Society.

Section 2 Purpose: The Purpose of this Society shall be to:
A. Increase our appreciation of the beauty and value of the land on which we live.
B. Foster good fellowship among its members and with members of the community.
C. Host an annual Gem and Mineral Show for the community.
D. Foster awareness of the earth sciences by:
1. Increasing knowledge pertaining to minerals, and other geologic materials.
2. Disseminating knowledge of minerals, fossils and rocks through collections and classification.
3. Improving the practical skill of mineral study, collecting and fashioning as a hobby.
E. Provide educational scholarships in the scientific fields.
F. Procure, maintain, and improve club property.
Article II: Membership Dues and Badges Fees
Section 1 Membership:
A. Membership shall be open to anyone interested in the purpose of the Society, and who, with the
approval of the Executive Board, completes an application for membership and submits payment of
dues as required in the By-Laws.
B. Membership Fees are due and payable on January 1. New members joining after
September 1 will pay full dues that will also cover the following year.
C. Dues are considered delinquent after the February meeting.
D. Membership Fees may be changed by a majority vote of the membership.
E. Membership Fees are exempt for members who have earned a Life Membership, with the approval
of the Executive Board.
Section 2 Membership Groups:
There are five membership groups:
A. Individual Membership shall be any person joining the Society as an individual who is over the age of
eighteen (18) years. That person shall have the right to vote and hold office.
B. Junior Memberships shall be granted to persons between the ages of 12 and 18.
Junior members do not have the right to vote or hold executive office.
C. Life Membership shall be granted when a member has participated in the club for 15 years, served in
two or more elected offices and served as a standing committee or ad hoc committee chairperson,
or has been member of the Society for 25 years. Life Members shall have the right to vote and hold
office.
D. Auxiliary Memberships shall be given to Vendors who participate in the Society’s programs by paying
vendor fees. Auxiliary members do not have a vote in the Society’s affairs.
E. Honorary Memberships will be granted for one year to express appreciation for time, talent, or
other donation to the Society. They have no right to vote in the Society’s affairs.
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Section 3 Name Badges:
A. Name Badges are required for all members.
B. Name badges are to be worn at Society’s activities.
Section 4 Participation:
A. Members should attend the monthly General Membership Meetings.
B. Members are encouraged to participate in at least one committee per year.
C. All members should commit 2 hours of volunteer time to assist at the Gem and Mineral Show.
Section 5 Cancellation of Membership
A. The Executive Board may cancel membership for violations of By-Laws and/or Standing Rules after a
suitable review and consideration of the individual case on its merits.
B. No membership dues or other monies will be refunded.
Article III Officers and Elections
Section 1 Executive Board
A. The Executive Board of the Society shall include the positions of President, Vice-President,
Secretary, Treasurer, Sergeant-At-Arms, Directors (3 positions), Immediate Past President, and
Directors of the Lapidary Shop Operations and Havasu Rocks, and one assistant to the Director of
Havasu Rocks. These twelve positions comprise the Executive Board.
B. No member shall serve in any Board Position of the Society for personal or monetary gain.
C. A candidate for Executive Board shall be a member of the Society, in good standing, for a minimum
of two (2) years, unless there is no one available from the membership.
Section 2 Terms of Office
A. Executive Board Members’ terms will expire at the January General Membership meeting following
installment of newly elected officers.
B. New Executive Board Members elected during the General Membership Meeting in December shall
replace Executive Board Members leaving office in the meeting following the election of new
members.
C. Directors shall serve a 3-year term with one Director being elected each year.
D. The Immediate Past President will serve until a President who has served a full term replaces him.
E. An individual shall hold no office for more than two (2) consecutive terms. In the event there is no
candidate nominated for an office, Article III Section 2 may be suspended by a unanimous
affirmative vote of all members voting, a quorum being present.
Section 3 Nominations
A. The Nominating Committee at the November General Meeting will make nominations for the
Executive Board.
B. Additional nominations may be made from the general membership at the December meeting.
C. All nominees must agree to serve and be members in good standing before their names are
submitted.
Section 4 Elections
A. All officers shall be elected by a secret ballot, and must receive a simple majority of the total votes
cast, with a quorum present at the December General Membership Meeting.
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B. In the case of three (3) or more candidates, in which one candidate does not receive a majority of
votes, the two (2) candidates receiving the most votes shall be selected for a run-off election.
C. When there is but one candidate for an office, the ballot may be dispensed with by a unanimous
vote of the general membership. This candidate is elected by acclamation.
Section 5 Vacancies in the Board of Directors
A. Except for office of the President, any vacancy on the Executive Board shall be filled by an
appointment of the Executive Board for the un-expired term. The Vice-President shall fill the
President’s office. In a case where the Vice-President cannot serve, the Executive Board will appoint
a qualified Society member with a majority vote of a quorum of the General Membership.
B. Any member of the Executive Board resigning from office shall do so by submitting a written
resignation to the Executive Board.
C. Removal
1. Any officer who is absent, without approved reason, for three (3) consecutive General
Membership or Executive Board meetings, may be subject to removal and replacement by action
of the Executive Board.
2. Violation of the By-Laws shall be cause for removal of any Executive Board member, by majority
vote of the executive board.
Article IV Duties of Executive Board
Section 1 President: the duties of the president shall be to:
A. Preside over all Executive Board and General Membership Meetings of the Society. No Executive
Board or General Membership meeting shall commence without minutes being recorded.
B. Appoint, with consent of a majority of the Executive Board members, all Standing
Committee and Ad-Hoc Committee chairpersons, deemed necessary to conduct business of the
Society.
C. Serve as ex-officio on all committees except the nominating committee.
D. Perform duties prescribed by the Executive Board and/or General Membership.
E. Co-sign Society checks and/or those in excess of $500, as needed.
Section 2 Vice-President: The duties of the Vice-President shall be to:
A. Assume all duties of the president in the absence or inability of the president to act.
B. Perform duties as may be prescribed by the President, the Executive Board, or General Membership
C. Co-sign Society checks and/or those in excess of $500, when needed.
Section 3 Secretary: The duties of the Secretary are to:
A. Keep a complete record of all meetings of the Executive Board and General Membership meetings.
B. Maintain a list of the committees and committees’ members.
C. Handle all official correspondence directed or approved by the President or the Executive Board.
D. Be the Society’s custodian of documents pertaining to Society’s properties (real property, e.g.,
AZ Mining Inspector, and personal property, such as the Society trailer registration).
E. Maintain a current inventory of club properties.
F. Co-sign Society checks and/or those in excess of $500, as needed.
Section 4 Treasurer: The duties of the Treasurer are to:
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A. Receive and deposit all dues, initiation fees, assessments, and other monies due to the Society, and
those from Havasu Rocks and the Lapidary Shop.
B. Keep and maintain, in proper order, all financial records and financial reports of the Society.
C. Sign all checks up to and including $500. There must be a co-signer on checks in excess of $500.
D. Pay the bills the society is obligated to pay.
E. Keep and maintain a record of all expenditures of the Society.
F. Furnish a written financial report as directed by the Executive Board.
G. Prepare an annual operating budget by the first of January of each calendar year, for the upcoming
fiscal year, with assistance of the incoming Treasurer.
H. Document the Society’s tax and corporate documentation, including insurance policies and other
documentation that may be created from time to time.
I. The Treasurer may be bonded at the option of the Executive Board.
Section 5 Sergeant-At-Arms: The duties of the Sergeant-At-Arms are to:
A. Maintain order at Executive Board meeting and General Membership meetings.
B. Lead the Pledge-of-Allegiance at General Membership meetings.
C. Collect fines.
D. Oversee the set-up and take down of General Membership Meetings. (i.e., chairs, tables, air
conditioner, public address system, etc.)
E. Distribute rock gifts to guests and new members at the General Membership meetings.
Section 6 Directors: The duties of the Directors are to:
A. Perform duties as prescribed by the President and/or Executive Board.
B. Act as liaisons to the General Membership.
C. Directors are, as follows:
1. Three Year Director, who is elected at the December meeting.
2. Two Year Director, who steps down from Three Year Director.
3. One Year Director, who steps down from Two Year Director, and is finished after the term
served.
Section 7 Past President: The duties of the Past President are to:
A. Advise and support the new President and Executive Board.
B. Serve on the Finance Committee.
Section 8 Director of Operations Havasu Rocks Retail, herein called “Store Director”.
The duties of the Store Director are to:
A. Oversee the operations and success of retail-store.
B. Oversee compliance of volunteers with established store policies.
C. Determine monthly sales and commissions if the store sells goods on consignment.
D. Manage and maintain a budget with approval of the Board of Directors.
E. Collect input from members to have a cohesive environment.
Section 9 Assistant Store Director:
The duties of the Assistant Store Director are to assist the Director and serve in the Director’s absence.
Section 10 Director of Operations Lapidary Shop, herein called “Shop Director”. The duties of the Shop
Director are to:
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A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

Maintain the shop and equipment.
Maintain an inventory of all Lapidary Shop Equipment and Shop supplies.
Collect input from members to have a cohesive and safe environment.
Maintain and manage the Lapidary Shop’s Annual Budget.
Provide ongoing training for members and users of the shop in the use of all tools and shop
equipment.
F. Provide for the collection of monies from those who use the shop, aside from those who have paid
the yearly fee.
G. Train, assign and supervise Shop Monitors.
Section 11 Executive Board:
A. The Society’s Executive Board is subject to the By-Laws and Standing Rules of the Society.
B. All Executive Board actions are subject to approval of the general membership, unless covered by
the Society’s By-Laws and/or Standing Rules.
C. The Executive Board shall formulate policies of the Society to act in an advisory capacity to the
President, who shall be bound to act according to the majority decision of the Board.
D. The Executive Board shall approve and may amend the budget.
Article V Committees
Section 1 Appointment of Chairperson:
A. Executive Board: The President of the Society shall be the Executive Board Chairperson.
B. With approval by the Executive Board, the President shall appoint Standing and AD Hoc
Committees’ Chairpersons.
Section 2 Chairpersons and Committee Members shall be members in good standing.
Section 3 Standing Committees:
A. Communication Committee
B. Event Committee
C. Field Trip Committee
D. Finance Committee
E. Gem Show Committee
F. Hospitality Committee
G. Membership Committee
H. Lapidary Shop Committee
I. Havasu Rocks Committee
J. Program Committee
Section 4 Hoc Committees:
A. By-Laws Committee
B. Nominating Committee
C. Scholarship Committee
Article VI Authority
A. The By-Laws of the Society shall govern the Society.
B. These By-Laws shall not conflict with the Charter of the Society.
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C. “Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised” shall apply in all decision-making processes where they do not
conflict with the By-Laws of the Society.
Article VII Meetings (amended 9/13/2013)
Section 1 Special Executive Board Meetings:
A. The President or two members of the Executive Board may call an Executive Board Meeting.
B. A meeting may be designated as a “Special Meeting,” where business of the Society will be
facilitated and minutes published and/or read.
C. A meeting may be designated as an “Executive Session,” wherein business of a private, Societal
nature is conducted.
Section 2 General Membership Meetings:
A. There shall be one (1) General Membership meeting during each month.
B. A General Membership Meeting is optional for the months of June, July, and August.
C. The order of the General Meetings shall include but not be limited to:
1. Call to order by the President.
2. Flag salute lead by the Sergeant-At-Arms.
3. Reading of the minutes from previous meeting, or reference to the meeting minutes in the
monthly newsletter,” Rocky Tales,” and adoption of said minutes as read or corrected.
4. Treasurer report.
5. Committee reports.
6. Old business.
7. New Business.
8. Social events & guest speakers.
9. Adjournment.
Note: The order of the meeting may be moved to meet the needs of the Society’s membership.
Article VIII Fiscal year:
A. The fiscal year shall commence on February 1, and end on January 31, of the next calendar year.
B. Upon completion of the fiscal year, an inventory of the Society’s properties will be taken.
C. An evaluation of the property will be submitted to the Executive Board.
D. An annual audit report shall be submitted to the Executive Board.
Article IX Amendments
Section 1 Proposed Amendments:
A. Amendments to the By-Laws must be presented in writing to the Secretary.
B. During the General Membership Meeting the amendment shall be presented under the “New
Business” agenda. Discussion of the amendment shall be allowed.
C. Proposed amendment shall be submitted to all members in writing. The printing of a proposed
Amendment in the “Rocky Tales” shall suffice.
Section 2 Voting on Amendments:
A. At the ensuing General Membership Meeting, following the presentation of an amendment, voting
on the amendment shall occur.
B. A simple majority affirmative vote of the members voting, a quorum being present, will be required
for the adoption of the proposed amendment.
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Section 3 Quorum (amended 01/13/2017)*
A quorum shall be twenty-five (25) members in good standing, listed on the Society’s membership roster
that is maintained by the Membership Committee.
Article X Dissolution
In the event of dissolution of this Society, all properties, possessions, and monies controlled by the
Society shall irrevocably be dedicated to any 501(c)(7) organization recommended by the Executive
Board and approved by the General Membership.
Article XI Retention of corporation records (Article XI below was approved at March 22, 2010 General
Membership Meeting)
Section 1 Permanent Records: The following records must be retained for the entire life of the
organization:
A. Approved Minutes of Society’s Executive Board Meetings will be held by the Secretary for the fiscal
year, and then filed with other official records.
B. Approved Minutes of General Membership Meetings of business transactions will be held by the
Secretary for the fiscal year, and then filed with other official records.
C. The original Articles of Incorporation with the State of Arizona Corporation Commission, including
amendments to the Charter, and By-Laws, will be held by the Secretary, and passed on to the
incoming Secretary.
D. Copies of the annual required reports to the State Corporation Commission, if electronically filed,
shall be printed and the copies will be held by the Secretary for the fiscal year, and then filed with
other official records.
E. IRS Letters granting Society tax status and exemption for non-profit status, copies of any required
annual reporting to IRS as the federal regulations change, if electronically filed, will be printed, with
copies held by the Secretary for the fiscal year, and then will be filed with official records.
F. General financial ledgers, financial statements, sales tax reports and other required reports by
federal and state bureaus not otherwise listed in this section, will be kept by the Treasurer for the
fiscal year, and filed with other official records.
G. Society ownership records of any major assets (deeds, titles, mining claims, bills of sale, etc.), and
any related payments or special activities relating to such real estate or personal property assets
shall be filed with official records.
H. Documentation of original grant proposals and any contracts relating to any grant awards, shall be
filed with other official records.
I. Membership records shall be kept by the Membership Chairman and/or Historian, and filed with
other important documents when no longer current.
J. Newsletters shall be kept by the newsletter Editor and/or Historian.
K. Insurance policies and legal correspondence and other important papers related to the operation of
the Society, its officers and the general membership shall be kept by the Secretary or the responsible
officer at the time of discussion.
Section 2 Retained Records for Five Years:
The following records may be periodically purged after the required retention period, unless the
Society’s Executive Board action requests retention for a longer period for a specific reason. A motion
before the Executive Board for permission to purge, etc., shall document continuity of where these
records were kept and when purged.
A. Bank statements, financial reconciliation statements, deposit slips/advances and cancelled checks.
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B. Cash receipts and disbursement records.
C. Correspondence in general.
D. Contractual agreements between the Society and Gem Show business providers, or other individual
and/or institutional parties.
E. Insurance records unless involved in litigation or other problems.
Section 3: Yearly Activities of the Audit Committee
A. The annual review by the Audit Committee shall include examination of the year-end/fiscal year-end
bank statements, brokerage statements, etc. In addition, the first statements of the new fiscal year
should be examined to verify that correct balances have been forwarded.
B. A sampling of actual receipts and paid invoices should be verified with entries as posted in the
financial records.
C. Receipts and disbursements should be compared to prior years and any material differences
verified. This can be accomplished in the development of the proposed budget for the new
operating year. The annual budget should make provision for the appropriate storage of Society’s
records and property.
D. The Audit Committee shall review a copy of the annual reports to be sent to the state Corporation
Commission and the federal IRS when applicable. If some reports to state and federal agencies are
done via Internet systems, printed copies of such electronic reports must be filed in the appropriate
record file.
End-4/1/2010
Revised March 2008
Reformatted Only-July, 2009 hk.
Article XI added as of March 11,2010
Revised May 2012
By-Law Revision Committee members:
1. Co-Chairmen
A. Barry Bandaruk (member)
B. Harry Kilb (member)
2. Donna Robinson (member)
3. Carol Rhodaback (Secretary)
4. Homer Rhodaback (Director)
5. Liz Porter (Treasurer)
6. Kathy McCauliff (Vice President)
7. C Russell (Past President)
8. Lou Porter (president ex officcio)

Revised June 2019
Barry Bandaruk Chair
Linda Harley (President ex officio)
Linda Chandler (Vice President)
Joseph Wagner (member)
Carol Jose (member)
Gayle Gilpin (Membership Chair)
Susan Sease (Store Director)
Michele Trumbel (Treasurer)

Revised April 2021
1. Barry Bandaruk (Past President)
2. Rick Kerber (President)
3. Sandra Willis (Secretary)
4. Barbara Wiggins (Editor of “Rocky Tales”)
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STANDING RULES
LAKE HAVASU GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY, Inc.
Adoption of Standing Rules: Standing Rules concerns the administrations of the Society.
A. A main motion, according to Roberts’ Rules of Order; Revised.1, brings Standing Rules into being.
B. Standing Rules remains in effect until amended or rescinded.
C. A majority vote adopts the Standing Rules.
D. Standing Rules may be suspended for a meeting by a quorum vote of 25 or more members.
E. A two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members may rescind Standing Rules without previous notice.
Section I Membership:
A. Individual memberships are $20 per calendar year.
B. Junior memberships are $10 per calendar year.
C. Life Membership shall be granted when a member has participated in the Society for 15 years,
served in two or more elected offices and served as a Standing or Ad Hoc Committee chairperson, or
has been a member of the Society for 25 years. Life members shall have the right to vote and hold
office.
D. Auxiliary Members are Vendors who participate in the Society’s programs by paying vendor fees.
Auxiliary members do not have a vote in the Society’s affairs. This membership shall expire
December 31, of each calendar year.
Section II Name Badges: The cost is $12 dollars.
Section III Fines: A fine, of twenty-five ($.25) cents, shall be collected by the Sargent-at-Arms, from a member
for a lack of a visible membership badge at a General Membership meeting.
Section IV Executive Board:
A. Shall consist of the elected officers of, President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, Sargent-atArms, three (3) Directors, Immediate Past President (who is the last full-term President prior to the
incumbent), Director of Lapidary Shop Operations, and Director and Assistant Director of Havasu
Rocks.
B. The three Directors are designated, Three Year, Two Year, and One Year Directors. The most recent
elected director is the Three Year Director. The Two Year Director is the previous Three Year
Director, and the One Year Director is the previous Two Year Director. The One Year Director will
step down after the final year of his/her term.
C. The Executive Board has the authority at act on behalf of the Society, between regular General
Membership meetings.2
D. The Executive Board shall be subject to the By-Laws of the Society. All Executive Board actions are
subject to approval of the General Membership.
1

Roberts Rules of Order; 2nd Edition, Webster’s New World, Robert McConnell Productions, Wiley Publishing,
Inc., 2001, pgs. 317-318.
2
Ibid pg. 481
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E. The Executive Board has the authority to remove a member from any meeting of the Society
and/or suspend a member from future meetings for inappropriate behavior or disrupting the wellbeing of the Society. Further, occurrences of misconduct may lead to the member being revoked as
explained in Article II Section 5 of the By-Laws.3
Section V Standing Committees: permanent committees that perform essential functions of the Society.
Communications Committee:
A. Will represent the organization to the community.
B. Will enhance the organization’s image, including communications with the press.
C. Will publish and distribute the “Rocky Tales” newsletter. Minutes of the General Membership
Meetings shall be published in the “Rocky Tales” Newsletter.
D. Will maintain the Society’s website.
E. Will maintain the Society’s Facebook page.
F. Will furnish speakers and exhibits to community organizations.
Event Committee: Oversees development and implementation of Event Planning, including
identifying programs that the General Membership supports, how to meet those needs with
products/services/programs, and how to promote the events. (i.e., winterfest, swap meet)
Field Trip Committee: Duties are to:
A. Research areas where rocks may be collected.
B. Plan field trips to locations for members to access, weather permitting.
C. Provide guidelines for these activities.
D. Assure that those on the fieldtrip have signed the appropriate waiver.
Finance Committee: Members shall include the President, Treasurer, and Past President of the
Society. Two or three General Membership participants are encouraged to participate. This
Committee is appointed to consider financial issues. The duties are to:
A. Oversee development of the budget.
B. Ensure accurate tracking/monitoring/accountability for funds.
C. Ensure adequate financial controls, and complete a yearly audit of expenses.
D. Develop new ideas for fundraising.
Gem Show Committee
A. The annual show date is to be in the fall of each year. The date and location will be
Determined by the Executive Committee and sanctioned by the General Membership.
B. The Gem Show Chairperson shall develop sub committees to insure a successful show. All
Members of the Society are encouraged to dedicate a minimum of two (2) hours of service to the
Gem Show.
C. A Society member may be a vendor and will pay the same fees as an auxiliary member.
D. Vendors will be refunded 100% of the contract if cancelled on or before July 1; 50% if cancelled
before September 1, and no refund if cancelled on or after September 1.
_________________
3
Ibid pgs. 643-645
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Hospitality Committee:
A. Will ensure treats are available at General Membership Meetings.
B. Will organize and collect monies for the 50/50 fundraiser at General Membership Meetings.
C. Will provide rocks as gifts for guest and new members at the General Membership Meetings.
D. Will organize the annual Christmas Dinner for the Society.
E. Will include the Sergeant-At-Arms as a member of this committee.
Havasu Rocks Committee Director:
A. Will update the inventory after each of the Society’s activities.
B. Will add new purchases to the inventory.
C. Will make an inventory of all Society’s property.
D. Will recommend, to the Executive Board, items that need to be replaced or returned to the vendor.
Lapidary Shop Committee Director:
A. Will be responsible for the maintenance of the trailer of the Society.
B. Will hold safety and lapidary classes monthly (October thru April), as needed, to assure members
are using the lapidary shop in a proper and safe manner.
C. Will issue charge slips, if appropriate, for utilizing lapidary shop, and collect monies.
D. Will make sure all members have signed the attendance log and are wearing Society name tags.
E. Shall see that all shop monitors and participants clean up after using the equipment.
F. May display members’ workmanship at General Membership meetings if agreeable with
member.
G. Lapidary Shop Funding:
1. The Lake Havasu Gem and Mineral Society shall establish a Lapidary Program.
2. All fees collected for lapidary classes will be and deposited into the Lapidary/Havasu Rocks
account.
3. The club, periodically, may purchase or replace equipment that receives excessive wear
or damage from its membership and consumable materials.

Membership Committee:
A. Maintains all club records and documents pertaining to membership.
B. Maintains a current roster of the members, including home, email address and phone
numbers.
C. Maintains a list of the committees and committees’ members.
D. The Membership Chair shall present new members with copies of the BY-LAWS and STANDING
RULES, and membership badge.
E. The Membership List will not be released to non-members. The membership list will not be used
by any members to solicit private business or fund-raising opportunities unless it directly is
related to the Society’s function(s).
Program Committee:
A. Will enhance General Membership meetings by arranging for guest speakers, displays,
Demonstrations, research, and/or films.
B. Will survey membership for interest and ideas.
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Section VI Ad Hoc Committees: Designed to complete a special function and then dissolve.
By-Laws & Standing Rules Committee:
Will review the By-Laws and Standing Rules every year, and, if necessary, make recommendations
for amendments that will allow the Society to run effectively. Changes made by the committee will be
presented to the Executive Board, and if approved, will be presented to the membership in the “Rocky
Tales.” It will be discussed and voted upon at the next General Membership meeting.
Nominating Committee:
A. Will consist of three (3) members appointed by the President at the September General
Membership meeting.
B. Will propose one or more candidates who have agreed to serve for each office to be filled.
C. Will recommend these members at the General Membership meeting in November.
D. Will suggest/enlist additional nominations from the floor at the November and December
meetings.
E. Will assure that each candidate for an Executive Committee office, be allowed a presentation on
his/her qualifications at the December General Membership meeting, prior to the Membership
voting.
Scholarship Committee:
A. Will be selected by the President, prior to the February General meeting, consisting of 3 to 5
members, with one person serving as Chairperson. The Chairperson shall schedule meetings as
needed.
B. Chairperson shall introduce him/herself to the Lake Havasu High School Career Center Advisor and
be the primary contact for the Society.
C. Will review applications supplied by the Career Center Advisor.
A. Chairperson shall advise the Board and General Membership by May about qualified applicants, and
explain if there are no students meeting the scholarship criteria during the current year.
B. Chairperson shall notify the scholarship recipients(s) at the appropriate venue, such as the “Evening
of Excellence Awards” or via mail or email.
Section VII Scholarship Award:
A. Shall be called “The Lake Havasu Gem and Mineral Society Scholarship Award”.
B. Procedures:
1. The Lake Havasu Gem and Mineral Society shall establish a scholarship account and
annually fund the account, in January with minimum of $1000 (One Thousand Dollars).
The Executive Committee may increase the amount of funding.
2. Funding for the Scholarship Award, will be derived from the financial growth of the
Society and/or the net amount of raffle ticket sales at the Gem Show, and from donations by
community or membership.
C. Recipient(s) Qualifications:
1. The Scholarship Award(s) will be given to a current high school senior or a full time college
undergraduate who is a full-time resident of Lake Havasu City or Desert Hills.
2. The high school student must be enrolled in college preparatory classes.
3. For high school seniors, performance on ACT, SAT and AIMS will be taken into
consideration.
4. The student must have a college degree goal in one of the science fields.
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5. To be considered, the student must have minimum cumulative Grade Point Average
(GPA) of 3.2 (unweighted) on a 4.0 scale.
6. Lake Havasu High School Seniors shall submit completed applications to the Career
Center at Lake Havasu High School.
7. College students shall submit a letter to the Society, with statement of needs, and proof of
active and successful performance in college.
8. College students or other high school students shall mail their applications to the
Society at the Society’s Post Office Box.
D. Scholarship Awards:
1. Each Scholarship Award shall be a minimum of $500 (Five Hundred Dollars).
2. The number of scholarships to be awarded will be determined by the scholarship
committee based on the available funds and applicants.
3. In the event there are no qualified applicant(s), the funds may be kept in the
Scholarship Fund to carry over to the next calendar year.
4. There is a two-year maximum that the funds may be held. If scholarship funds are not
utilized, the first-year funding is returned to the Society’s General Fund.
5. The Scholarship Award will be issued to the recipient’s College or University of
choice upon the recipient’s successful acceptance and registration. No funds will be
issued directly to the student.

Section VIII Common Agenda for a Committee Meeting
Name of Committee: _____________________________________________
Date
Call meeting to order time:
Attendees:
Reading of previous meeting minutes (if applicable) for approval
Request anyone waiting to be on Agenda
Agenda:
Old Business
New Business
Recommendations
Adjourn meeting: ____________________ time

Reviewed November, 2021
Sandra Willis (Secretary)
Rick Kerber (President)
Barry Bandaruk (Past President)
Barbara Wiggins (Editor “Rocky Tales”)
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WHAT IS A PEGMATITE -- WHY DO I CARE? BIG CRYSTALS!
A pegmatite is a coarse grained igneous rock, formed deep within the earth,

having a grain size of 3 cm or more. Mostly pegmatites are granitic in origin,
that is they are composed of granite and its constituents like quartz,
feldspar and mica. In addition to these basic minerals there are also
generally rare earth elements.
Pegmatites are known to contain aquamarine, tourmaline, beryl, topaz, cassiterite,
fluorite, apatite, tin and tungsten plus a host of other minerals. Minerals formed in pegmatites
literally had the time to enjoy the benefits of a slow crystallization process from a rich chemical
stew.
One of the most common indicators of a potential pegmatite is the presence of an aplite dike. The
pegmatite bodies occur as lenses within the aplite dike structures. Where other minerals, such as
garnet occur they are the result of a secondary metamorphic process, i.e., one where temperature
and pressure have altered the original deposit. Pegmatites are most famous for their large, high
quality mineral specimens. The first gem tourmaline discovered in California goes back to 1872,
when Henry Hamilton found and recognized the mineral during a collecting trip to the southeast
slope of Thomas Mountain in Riverside County. This fact was unrecorded for several years since
the occurrence was not made public even to the California State Mining Bureau. The major
pegmatite districts of California are the Mesa Grande District, Pala District, Ramona District,
Cahuilla District, Rincon District, and Jacumba District.
If you ever get the opportunity to collect inside a tourmaline mine there are some key indicators to
help. There is a relatively lesser known phenomenon known as a chimney. These chimneys are
effectively veins of fluids that contain all the required elements to form albite, feldspar, lepidolite,
mica, montmorillonite, stibiotantalie, purpurite, spessartite, tourmaline, etc. The chimneys had
pulsating fluids that formed small or large pods bounded by an external shell composed of albite,
schorl crystals and garnet crystals. Going inward the next mineralization encountered is lepidolite
and purple montmorillonite clay in which gemmy fragments, known as nodules, may be found.
Further in are the better crystals, including tourmaline and quartz.
In typical quartz/feldspar pegmatites one of the key indicators to look for is float crystal shards with
good euhedral crystal faces. Trace them up to the source and start digging to find the hidden
crystals. Another indicator is, when you are collecting at deposits with large quartz seams, look for
any plants or vegetation growing out of the rock.
Generally vugs and cavities fill with water and allow plants to survive and thrive in their own little
water supply, especially if some earth has entered the cavity upon collapse in the past. You need
to verify the geology around you to determine what type of minerals are available.
For you diehards, there are phosphate granitic pegmatites, boron granitic pegmatites, lithia
pegmatites, and finally boron/lithia pegmatites. The composition of each pegmatite determines, to
a large extent, the types of minerals that you can find there.
Source: The Palomar Gem, 3/2004, via Chips 'n Splinters, 3/2005
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Coprolite Fossils
Coprolites form in much the same way as any other fossil -- the original organic material is infused
with water containing dissolved minerals, and as the minerals crystallize, the original material is
slowly replaced by stone.
Most people, when handed a coprolite for the first time, go and sniff it as their first impulse. But it
smells of nothing but stone, because that's all it is now, technically speaking. Coprolites are at a
disadvantage from the start in the fossil-forming process. Generally speaking, the quicker to decay
an object is, the less likely it is to successfully fossilize. Fossilization takes time, and if the whole
thing rots before it can finished, well, no fossil.
That's why hard and durable objects, such as bones and teeth, are much more common fossils
than soft tissues, or coprolites. Coprolites were first identified as what they actually are, by a
woman named Mary Anning (21 May 1799 -9 March 1847). Mary Anning was a fossil collector and
paleontologist from southern England, and noticed these odd stones inside the abdominal areas of
the ichthyosaur fossils she was collecting. When she broke them open, she noticed they had
fragments of fossilized fish bones and scales.
In 1829, Arming's observations led a geologist named William Buckland to propose that these
stones were the digested remnants of the dinosaurs' last meals, and he gave them the name of
coprolites. Those fossil fragments inside coprolites contain a wealth of scientific information, for
anyone who really wants to look closely.
The kinds of fossils contained in the coprolite can tell us a lot about the environment the creature
was living in, by what it found in the area to eat. It also reveals the creature’s preferred food
sources, such as whether it was an herbivore or a carnivore, and sometimes it will even reveal
what parasites plagued its creator. And, yes, we learn a lot about its intestinal systems. That's
pretty much a given.
The challenge, of course, is in determining exactly which species of creature left a particular
coprolite behind. In some cases, when there are a lot of fossilized remains of a particular animal
around, it's easy to make a good guess. And in some cases, as with Mary Arming's fossils, the
coprolites were petrified while still within the animal's body. But with a more isolated coprolite
specimen, it can be very difficult.
Early human settlements left the occasional coprolite as well, so they have archaeological value as
well as geological value. As it turns out, we can learn about our own history from them. A human
coprolite found in a cave in Oregon revealed the existence of a long-lost 13,000-year-old society.
And a research team from the University of Colorado, studying an ancient Anansi settlement in
Colorado known as Cowboy Wash, uncovered human remains showing what they believed to be
evidence of cannibalism. They tested a coprolite found nearby, and discovered it contained a
protein only found in human muscle tissue, confirming their theory.
Oddly enough, coprolites from dinosaurs and other prehistoric beasts are often used in jewelry.
Due to the mineralization, many of them have bright and beautiful coloration. And, well, you get a
great answer to give when someone says, "Ooh, what a pretty necklace! What stone is that?"
Some people may think coprolites are disgusting, but like any other fossil, they're also windows
into a lost and wondrous past on this planet.
Source: The Glacial Drifter, 8/2016, via TMRS T-Town Rockhound, 9/2018
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HAPPY FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY
cont’d

HAPPY FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY
Sheila Bandaruk

Ed Tillotson

Debra Battenfield

Leonard Wegman

David Betts

Jim Wijnhamer

Amanda Bonnett
Jim Brooks
Scott Goodman

HAPPY FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARY

Kathleen Haberland

Erin Bakke

Larry Hansen

David & Lilly Betts

Tag Hawks

Jeff Boylan & Daina Sandhop

Isreal Hendricks

Bob & LeAnn Hermance

Aleta Huskinson

Cynthia Kent

Ruth Jackson
Charlie Jessen
Sue Johnson
Sherill Mann
Mike Muse
Barbara Peacock
Bri Sampson
James Throne
Diane Tillotson
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a paste and rub amber to polish. (Gel type
toothpaste doesn't work, as it isn't abrasive.)

These hints were gathered primarily from the bulletins
and web sites of other clubs. You should always use
them with caution because some are untried and
others may not be tried and true. Just ideas!

Source: Delvings, date unknown, via Quarry
Quips, 10/2004
`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°

Calculating Flat Lap Weights: When polishing
slabs on a vibratory flat lap it is necessary to
add weight on top of each piece. One method
that can be used is to weigh out the proper
weight of lead shot in a Ziploc plastic bag.
The correct weight can be calculated:

Epoxy resin when burnt, gives off a gas that
causes INSTANT PNEUMONIA. Araldite and
other instant glues adhering to metals being
welded or soldered, will give off this gas!
Make sure that all metal is clean and that your
bench does not have any glue adhering to it.

Weight on slab (lbs) = Area of slab in square
inches (lxw) x 0.5 = weight of slab
OR
Rule of Thumb: Weight on slab (lbs) = 0.5 lb /
square inch of slab

Source: Gem City Rock News, 4/2004, via
Quarry Quips, 10/2004
`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°
Before grinding and sanding cabochons, put
cold cream on your hands and rub them until
they are dry. This fills the pores and cracks in
your fingers. When grinding, sawing, or
sanding is completed, the dirt can be washed
off easily. Good idea for painting, also.

Source: Beebe-Shoshone Rock Club (from
Lynn, Neale & Linna Beebe) via Jade State
News,1/2018
`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°
If your soft plastic safety goggles are
scratched or foggy, try toothpaste and only a
little elbow grease. It works super.

Source Jasper's Jargon, 1988, via Quarry
Quips, 9/2004
`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°

Source: Golden Spike News, 7/2004, via
Quarry Quips, 9/2004

A cheap version of a high pressure gun can
be made from a brass cap that fits a standard
garden hose male connection. These are
generally available at hardware stores for a
very low price. Just drill the smallest hole
possible in the cap and you will get a fairly
high pressure stream of water when the
faucet is turned on. Plus you don't need
electricity and the mobility of the gun is only
limited by the length of the hose! This is safer
for many crystals, as the water gun can
remove crystals from a plate, even if one is
careful

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°
Use wet/dry sandpaper and sand Amber wet.
Start with 100 grit. Take off all the outer
coating. Dip into water, and then hold against
a strong light to locate possible insects.
Shape and/or round corners with a file. Using
200-grit sandpaper, sand wet, until all deep
scratches from 100-grit are gone. Finish
sanding with 600-grit, wet. Use circular
motion to prevent long scratches. Let piece
dry. Check finished piece closely to find bad
spots and remove them before going on. Put
regular toothpaste on a wet washcloth. Make

Source: John McLaughlin, Arizona Leaverite
Rock & Gem Society
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