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CLUB INFORMATION
OFFICERS and DIRECTORS

The Purpose of this Society shall be to:
A. Increase our appreciation of the beauty and
value of the land in which we live.
B. Foster good fellowship among its members.
C. Host an annual Gem and Mineral Show for the
community.
D. Foster awareness of the earth sciences by:
1. Increasing knowledge pertaining to minerals,
gems, and rocks.
2. Disseminating knowledge of collecting and
classification of minerals, fossils and rocks
through collection and classification.
3. Improving the practical knowledge of cutting,
grinding and polishing materials to use in the
design and creation of jewelry and other useful
objects.
E. Provide educational scholarships in the
scientific fields.
F. Procure and improve the Society’s property.
The Lake Havasu Gem and Mineral Society
meets the second Friday of each month from
September through May.

Rick Kerber

President

Linda Harley

Vice President

Sandie Willis

Secretary

Doreen Davis

Treasurer

Don Wininger

Sgt at Arms

Sherrill Mann

Director One

Kathy Padilla

Director Two

Linda Chandler

Director Three

Barry Bandaruk

Past President

Helen Reyes

Director of Operations
Havasu Rocks

Chuck Davis

Director of Operations
Lapidary Shop
COMMITTEES

Communications
Event
Field Trip
Gem Show
Hospitality
Membership
Lapidary Shop
Havasu Rocks
Finance
By-Laws
Nominating
Scholarship

The membership typically votes to eliminate the
June, July, and August meetings.
Fiscal Year: February 1 – January 31.
Name badges are required for all members. One
time or replacement badge cost is $12.00
Annual Membership dues are payable on January
1 and are delinquent after the February meeting.
Single membership cost is $20.00
Junior membership cost is $10.00

Open
Open
Al Yannity
Open
Open
Gayle Gilpin
Chuck Davis
Helen Reyes
Linda Harley
Sandie Willis
Sandie Willis
Sandie Willis

Rocky Tales is published monthly except for June,
July and August. The submission deadline is the
3rd Friday of the month by email to:
bartobra@gmail.com

Please remit payment to:
Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society
Attn: Membership Chairperson
P.O. Box 990
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86405-0990

Rocky Tales Editor: Barbara Wiggins
Website Moderator: Nathan Scott
http://www.lakehavasugms.com/

The Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society is a
member of The Rocky Mountain Federation
of Mineralogical Societies (RMFMS) and
associated with the American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies (AFMS).

Facebook Page: Cheryl Lee
https://www.facebook.com/HavaRockShop2017
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The club had a great Gem & Mineral Show again this year thanks to our organizers,
Gayle Gilpin and Michelle Smedley. We had over 1,500 Guests attend which more
than covered the cost of using the Aquatic Center. Carol Jose made fantastic
baskets full of items donated by local business. The baskets made $2,225.00 which goes into the
scholarship fund. Although I don’t have the total income yet, we also made money on our silent
auction run by Linda Chandler, our kids’ corner run by Kathy Padilla and our kitchen run by Helen
Reyes, which served food all day long, both days. There were 12 display cases, all of which were
fantastic, and Rose Mann won first place with her United States Map, each state made of different
slabs. Thank you to all who volunteered and made this another successful year.
We are setting up our lapidary shop at its new location, 278 London Bridge Rd, just several
buildings south of the Museum. We plan on having it functional by December 1 st with an official
Chamber of Commerce Grand Opening on Monday, December 6 th at 10:00 am. Due to the shop
being closed for eight months, everyone will need a refresher course on shop safety and proper
use of equipment. If you have taken the club safety course before, this update will be no cost to
you.
Please come to our December General Membership Meeting on December 10 th and help us vote
in the board members for 2022. We will be having our General Membership Meeting at Mount
Olive Lutheran Church until further notice. It is located at 2170 Havasupai Blvd. (corner of
Havasupai and Acoma). We hope to have a geologist at the meeting to talk about fossils and
other club related topics.
There are still a few more days to sign-up for the club Christmas party on December 11th at 4:00
pm. Contact Doreen Davis at ddavis346.dd@gmail.com by November 30th to reserve a spot. We
are going to have a $10 and under gift exchange. If you want to participate, please wrap your gift
and label it “Men” “Ladies” or” Anyone”.
Due to a crazy 2020, we lost over 100 club members. Now that everything is getting back to
normal, we are signing up more and more members every week and hope to get back to over 300
members in the New Year (we currently have 265 members). Don’t forget to renew your dues for
2022.
Donations continue to come into the club store which helps keep our costs down, and helps pay
the rent on our new lapidary shop. Again, thank you to everyone who donates.
I hope everyone has a great Thanksgiving and I hope to see lots of club members working in our
new lapidary shop.
Rick Kerber - President
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LAKE HAVASU GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
MINUTES

November 12, 2021
Board members present:
Rick Kerber, President
Linda Harley, Vice President
Doreen Davis, Treasurer
Sandra Willis, Secretary
Sherrill Mann, 3rd Year Director
Linda Chandler, 2nd Year Director
Kathy Padilla, 1st Year Director
Chuck Davis, Lapidary Shop Director
Helen Reyes, Director Havasu Rocks
Rose Mann, Assistant Director Havasu Rocks
The meeting was called to order by Rick Kerber, President, at 7PM.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Rick Kerber.
The minutes from the previous meeting, found in Rocky Tales, was approved, after a motion by Al
Yannity and second by Linda Harley.
Treasurer’s Report was presented by Doreen Davis, Treasurer, and is available with the Society’s
records. There are 5 accounts: The Society, Havasu Rocks Store, Lapidary, Scholarship, and
Lapidary Savings account set up when the lapidary equipment was put in storage.
Membership Chairman, Gayle Gilpin, reported that we currently have 254 members with 11 new
members voted in at the last Board meeting. Gayle has been in charge of membership for 12
years and is stepping down. Rose Mann will take over as Membership Chairman in 2022. New
members: Carol Lewis, Lydia Rodriguez, and Joseph Scheyer were welcomed, along with guests,
Joni McKenna, Bill Collet (sp?), Matthew Temke (sp?), and previous members Jerry and Cathy
Viney. All were given tumbled rocks. Helen Reyes and Kathy Padilla were presented their 10
year badges.
Gem Show Report, Gayle Gilpin reports that the show is up and ready to go for the weekend. She
welcomes anyone to come and volunteer in the morning. Carol Jose has made 7 remarkably
beautiful baskets for the Scholarship Raffle, and has donations from the vendors for the Vendor
Basket. Most of the items were donated from members and local businesses.
Gayle has been in charge of this show for 2 years and is stepping down. Sandie Willis will take on
the project, with much assistance from Gayle. Thank you Gayle for your years of service, and jobs
well done.
Old Business:
Rick reminded the group that Rock and Gem magazines are available, including past issues, on a
table, for $4 each.
Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4
Rick read and reviewed the duties of the President of the Society, and spoke about this past year.
He has had many issues to tend to, and feels the club is on its way to a less complicated year. He
has agreed to run for a second term.
Sandie, speaking for the Nominating Committee, reviewed the duties of the officers of the club and
asked for those interested to speak with her at the break.
At this printing, the officers running are:
President, Rick Kerber
Vice President, Sherrill Mann
Treasurer, Doreen Davis
Secretary, Sandra Willis
Sargent at Arms, Don Winniger
Third Year Director, Open*
Second Year Director (Linda Chandler will step into it, and will not be voted on)
First Year Director, Open*
Havasu Rocks Store Director, Kathy Padilla
Store Co-Director, Rose Mann
Lapidary Shop Director, Chuck Davis
*The 3 year Directors positions: The 3rd year director is voted in, and then moves each year to 2nd
and then 1st year. This year, the person who would be 1st year is Sherrill Mann, who is stepping
into Vice President position.
These are all open to anyone who would like to run in these positions. There will be a write-in line
for all positions.
A rip-roaring rendition of “Happy Birthday” was sung to Helen Reyes, who is spending her birthday
serving food at the Gem Show.
New Business:
The Christmas Party will be at The Quality Inn, on December 11, starting at 4:00, with dinner at 5.
We will order from the menu. Bring a rock-related gift for a person of your gender.
The museum is in a financial crisis. Hannah Rangel, the museum’s Director, has been fired, after
leaving the museum in negative bank balances. She was arrested for her dealings in her previous
position in San Diego. The museum is trying to just stay open. We will be taking over the
management of the retail operations, and write them checks for their retail merchandise. The club
board voted to forgive the amount owed to us for our retail merchandise, $1136.90.
Havasu Rocks Store, per Kathy Padilla, is doing well. For the first time, the store has not lost
money during the summer months.

Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 5
Lapidary Shop: Chuck Davis reports that we are moving into the new lapidary shop on December
1st, with a ribbon cutting Grand Opening by the Chamber of Commerce, on December 6 th, at 10
AM. A committee to establish rules and fees has been formed. All persons, even those who have
experience and have been doing this for years, must take the safety and equipment classes.
Anyone new to lapidary will also be required to take these classes. These are a stipulation on the
insurance carried on the shop by the Society. Volunteers are needed to help set up the new
facility.
We will do 2 swap meets during the month of December.
A Break was taken and refreshments were served.
The door prizes were given out and winners of the 50/50 were Lilly Betts and Helen Reyes.
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40.
Respectfully Submitted,
Sandra Willis
Secretary

2021 GEM SHOW
I want to thank all of our club members who helped so much in
putting this great Gem Show together!!
We had a great turn out, people were buying, and the vendors were
very happy!
You all played an important part in making this a very successful
Gem Show!

Thank You so much!!
Gayle Gilpin
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“Jungle Parrots”
created by Don Rankin

This picture is made completely of cabochons. It measures 3-1/2 x 2-1/2 feet and
took 1-1/2 years to complete. There are 22 parrots made from 610 cabochons, with
the entire picture making up 1025 total cabochons. The following gemstones were
used: lapis lazuli, amazonite, agate, aventurine, malachite, obsidian, chrysocolla,
opal, jasper, turquoise, and nephrite.
The creator of “Jungle Parrots” is Don Rankin. He was born in Indiana,
Pennsylvania (USA), graduated from Indiana University and then went to Australia to
teach high school. He currently lives in Adelaide, South Australia.

Reprinted with permission.
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How To Evaluate and Cut Thundereggs
How are Thundereggs Formed?
A thunderegg (or thunder egg) is a nodule-like rock, similar to a filled geode, that is formed within
rhyolitic volcanic ash layers. Thundereggs are rough spheres, most about the size of a baseball
though they can range from a little more than a centimeter to over a meter across. The outer
covering of thundereggs is usually made up of chalcedony which may become cracked by water
expansion. These cracks may allow minerals such as quartz, jasper, calcite, gypsum, agate, or
opal to be deposited internally. Thundereggs usually look like ordinary rocks (but usually have
cracked ridges on the outside). But slicing them in half and polishing them may reveal intricate
patterns and colors.
• The minerals inside of thundereggs have been transported there while dissolved in water. The
water picks up the minerals from surrounding igneous volcanic rock structures and deposits them
into the hollow space that will form a thunderegg. Given enough time, the minerals will crystallize
on the inside surface of the hollow egg. Different minerals contained in this solution will create
different colored layers inside the egg.
The formation and position of minerals deposited within a thunderegg is dependent on gravity.
Guessing what is on the inside is made much easier by knowing the original position of the
thunderegg because the most solid deposition of minerals will be on the bottom of the thunderegg.
Therefore if thundereggs are collected from the host igneous rock, be certain to mark its original
position as to top and bottom.
• If thundereggs are not collected directly from the original igneous rock layer in which they were
formed and therefore are unmarked as to their original position, then another method may be used
to determine where the position of the heaviest and most solid part of the thunderegg is located. In
this case, try to find the center of gravity of the thunderegg by setting it on a flat smooth surface.
Turn the thunderegg to different positions to determine if it has a tendency to roll in a certain
direction. Remember that the heaver portion of the rock will end up at the bottom if it can freely roll
and contains the most solid mineral deposits.

How to Cut Thundereggs
Thundereggs usually form internal layers of minerals. This layering makes it likely that, when hit
with a chisel, the thunderegg will break along the layers rather than across the middle. For this
reason, a diamond blade saw with a blade diameter of at least three times the diameter of the egg
you are cutting should be used. Because thundereggs are mostly round, the saw should also have
a vise system to securely hold the thunderegg as it is being cut. The following information should
help to determine how to cut individual thundereggs to create the best view of the internal
thunderegg minerals.
• Not all thundereggs are created equal, at least when it comes to the orientation and kind of
minerals inside. Also, the amount of water that was initially inside the thunderegg may determine
the number and extent of the exterior cracks/ridges. If this internal water becomes heated by rocks
Continued on page 9
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Continued from page 8
that surround it, the water may be changed to steam which creates enough pressure to crack the
outside of the thunderegg, forming the external ridges.
• If only two or three ridges are found and they are all at the top, then the silicon-saturated water
which enters later will collect at the bottom
• If there are many ridges found and they are all over the stone, then it will form symmetrically, built
around a central air gap.
• If there are too many ridges to accurately guess the steam’s path, this is classified as a
thunderegg with “flow bands.” Flow bands are ridges all facing the same direction. Use the
previous information and the following listed rules to decide how to cut a thunderegg in half or to
slab it:
• Larger areas on the outside covering of a thunderegg with few ridges usually correspond
to areas of larger layers of minerals.
• Cutting perpendicular (90 degrees) to the layer structure will show off the internal minerals
best.
• It is recommended to cut across the air pockets.
Adapted References:
1. How to Cut & Polish Thundereggs - https://howtofindrocks.com how-to-cut-and-polishthundereggs/
2. Wikipedia-Thunderegg - en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thunderegg
3. Orienting and Cutting Thundereggs - https://forum.rocktumblinghobby.com/thread/
66102/orienting-cutting-thundereggs
Source: Jade State News, 2/2021

Safety Matters - the Signs
Ellery Borow, AFMS Safety Chair
Signs? Safety means different things to different people. Safety can mean locking the doors, keeping a
medical kit handy, or reading the instructions before using your new "rock desrtucto" tool. One of the
issues with safety is reading the signs of a situation before it becomes a full-blown problem. If one sees
a worn cord on one's lapidary equipment, a mushroom head developing on a chisel, a broken guard on
a slab saw, or a tripping hazard at a gem show - those would be safety matter "signs."
Goggles hard to see through? Clean them or replace them. Mushroom head on a chisel? Grind off the
damaged part. Worn electrical cord? Replace it. Those are relatively easy issues to address. If one
sees a potential problem and addresses it before it become an active problem, one has correctly read
the signs. What about the signs of someone's medical problems while participating in the hobby?
Would one recognize the signs of a medical problem?
Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9
What if there were a member's diabetic sugar level problem, a dehydration issue on a dig, a sun burn
from a member’s being too focused on hole digging, heat stroke, or heart attack at a club activity? It is
not likely everyone in a club will want to be an expert in all matters of medical emergency but a
smattering of knowledge and being aware of certain signs can be a good thing.
Here are some common medical safety matters--heart attack, dehydration, heat exhaustion, heat
stroke, poisoning, concussion, shock. To give any complete and comprehensive descriptions of these
conditions is beyond the scope of this column. However, some basic knowledge may be beneficial.
• Heart attack--For one reason or another heart cannot do its job. Symptoms: Time of essence,
severe pain or discomfort in chest region, often radiating to arms / neck, sometimes denied /
dismissed because can feel like indigestion, if not breathing initiate CPR, seek medical attention
ASAP.
• Dehydration--Insufficient water consumption. Symptoms: thirsty. Drink water.
• Heat exhaustion—Symptoms: weakness, faintness, sometimes headache and nausea, skin pale,
wet, and clammy from perspiring. Move to cooler but not chilly place, lay down, and drink fluids if
tolerated. Follow-up care suggested.
• Heat stroke--more serious than heat exhaustion. Symptoms: mental confusion, staggering walk,
delirium, skin flushed, dry, and hot. Person may mention being hot. Move to cooler but not chilly
place, lay down with head elevated, and sponge body with cool water. Seek medical attention.
• Poisoning--Can be by inhalation, ingestion, absorption or injection (bites). Symptoms: many and
varied. Observe the situation and seek medical assistance immediately. If by ingestion of known
source follow directions on container and seek medical assistance immediately.
• Concussion--Injury to head. Symptoms: depends upon nature of injury, may have loss of
consciousness, breathing or vision issues, inability to move certain body parts, headache, nausea,
vomiting. Seek medical attention.
• Shock--A response to severe or sometime slight injuries including fright, severe burns, circulatory
issues, blood loss, pain. Symptoms: altered consciousness; skin pale, moist, cool; rapid breathing
and pulse; irritability or restlessness. Treat base cause then lay down feet elevated except with head
injury, keep warm and airway clear, offer water. Seek medical attention.

Sometimes the signs are confusing or not easy to ascertain, but they are still worth noting.
Rockhounding is a hobby where it is still best when all end their day safe, healthy and happy--a hobby
where being part of the rock collecting family and knowing the signs is good thing.
The above is not meant to profess or prescribe current medical solutions. It is meant to convey the
understanding that many medical emergencies have solutions that need quick action and club
knowledge of solutions may be a part of a successful outcome. There is a huge number of emergency
medical and survival guides. The American Red Cross (copyright) had a substantial number of up-todate health and safety publications. Please encourage your club's safety committee to stay current with
health and safety practices. Please consider encouraging an interest in safety being practiced by every
club member. Your safety matters.
Source: AFMS Newsletter, 11/2021
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SANTA IS A ROCKHOUND
(A Lapidarist’s version of the Night Before Christmas)
Original author unknown
T’was the night before Christmas
and all through the house
Not a Rockhound was stirring --I felt like a louse!
For the lapidary gifts I was making this year
Lay down on my bench, UNFINISHED, I fear!
The pendant my dear wife wanted so much
As I polished the cab, it fractured with a touch;
And the lovely jade brooch for Grandma so sweet,
Just wouldn’t polish - it looked terribly beat.
As for Sister’s new bracelet
with baroques dangling lightly,
I ran out of bell caps after the stores were closed tightly.
Then the tie clasp for Uncle that would make such a hit,
After I cut the cab, no mounting would fit!
And even Junior’s new crystal growing set
Though I’d sent for it months ago,
had not arrived yet!
So I tossed and I turned as
though caught in a trap.
I could not settle down for a “long winter’s nap.”
When all of a sudden I heard such a clatter,
I sprang from my bed to see what was the matter;
I raced for the door then saw with a flick
a red suited man I was sure was Saint Nick.
As I reached for my robe and was turning around
Down the basement stairs, Santa went with a bound.
He went straight to my workbench to see what I lacked,
Then with a nod of his head, he opened his pack.
Out tumbled such mountings and bell caps without stop,
I was sure Santa must own a Lapidary Shop!
He said not a word but went straight to his work,
And finished each piece, then grabbed his pack with a jerk.
And shaking his white-bearded face with much glee,
Took out some new slabs I knew must be for me!
Then, laying his finger aside of his nose,
With a nod of satisfaction, up the stairway he rose.
Went straight to the door, to his team gave a whistle
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle.
But I heard him exclaim ‘ere he drove out of sight,
“Merry Christmas, Dear Rockhounds,
and to you a good night.
Source: Hy Grader and Coastal Waves, 2005, via Calgary Lapidary Journal, 12/2008
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Jade: Chinese Stone of Heaven
Since at least 2950 BC, jade has been treasured in China as the royal gemstone, yu. The
character for jade resembles a capital I with a line across the middle: the top represents the
heavens, the bottom the earth, and the center section, mankind. The word yu is used in Chinese to
call something precious, as in English we use gold. Jade was thought to preserve the body after
death and can be found in emperors' tombs from thousands of years ago. One tomb contained an
entire suit made out of jade to assure the physical immortality of its owner. For thousands of years
jade was a symbol of love and virtue as well as a status symbol.
In Central America, the Olmecs, the Mayans, the Toltecs all also treasured jade and used it for
carvings and masks. The Aztecs instituted a tax in jade, which unfortunately led to the recycling of
earlier artworks.
The history of jade in Europe is not quite as distinguished. Although prehistoric axes and blades
carved from jade have been found by archeologists, most Europeans were unfamiliar with jade as
a gemstone for jewelry use until the sixteenth century when jade objects were imported from China
and, later, Central America. The Portuguese, who brought home jade pieces from their settlement
in Canton, China, called jade piedre de ilharga, or stone of the loins, because they believed it to be
strong medicine for kidney ailments. Jade objects brought back to Spain from the new world were
called by the Spanish version of this phrase piedra de hijada. This became the French ejade and
then finally, jade.
The ancient jade carved in China was what we today call nephrite jade: an amphibolite mineral.
(Interestingly enough, the word nephrite comes from the Greek word for kidney, nephros, and a bit
more scholarly version of the same thing.) In the 19th Century, it was discovered that the material
from the new world was not the same mineral as the jade from China. The mineral from Central
America, a pyroxene, was called jadeite to distinguish it from the original nephrite.
The Chinese knew about jadeite, travelers had brought back some jadeite from Burma as early as
the thirteenth century. But China was turning inward at that time and this foreign Kingfisher Stone,
as they called it, referring to the brightly colored feathers of the bird, was not considered to be real
jade. It only became popular in the eighteenth and nineteenth century when trade with Burma
opened up again.
Today it is jadeite jade that is considered the real jade, commanding prices much higher than
nephrite because it comes in much more vivid green colors and finer translucency than nephrite
jade. Jadeite jade is produced in Burma, which is now known as Myanmar. Every year, the stateowned Myanmar Gems Enterprise holds the Myanmar Gems, Jade, and Pearl Emporium where
boulders are sold by tender to the top jade dealers from around the world.
Jadeite dealers must be some of the world's biggest gamblers because of the way they buy.
Boulders are sold intact, with only a tiny window cut in the side to expose a small section of the
interior. The buyer has no idea what lies inside: valuable green jadeite or perhaps only white or
brown-stained inexpensive material. He has only his instinct, and on that basis he pays hundreds
of thousands of dollars for what may turn out to be the deal of the year or a huge loss.
Continued on page 13
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Continued from page 12
The top jadeite jade is usually cut into smooth dome shapes called cabochons. Jadeite bangles
are also very popular in Asian countries. Beads are also very beautiful and some important jadeite
necklaces made during the art deco period have fetched hundreds of thousands of dollars in
auctions in the past few years.
Because of its smooth even texture, jade has long been a preferred material for carving. The most
common shape is the flat donut-shaped disc called a pi, which is commonly worn as a necklace.
The Emerald Buddha, the sacred image that is enshrined at Wat Phra Kaeo in Bangkok, Thailand,
is actually beautiful green jadeite.
Jadeite jade is most treasured for its vivid greens, but it also comes in lavender, pink, yellow, and
white. Nephrite is found in less intense dark spinach greens, white, browns, and black.
While jadeite is mined today primarily in Myanmar, small quantities can be found in Guatemala.
Although Neolithic jadeite axes were found in Europe, it is not known where this prehistoric jadeite
was mined, although it is possible that the material came from a deposit in the Alps. Nephrite is
mined in Canada, Australia, the United States, and Taiwan.
Jade is most often sold by the piece rather than per carat. Although the overall color is the most
important value factor, attention is also paid to translucency, texture, and also to pattern. Certain
patterns, including moss in snow, are highly valued.
Both jadeite and nephrite are very durable and tough, although jadeite is slightly harder than
nephrite due to its microcrystalline structure.
There are two types of Jade: Jadeite and Nephrite.
Jadeite is rarer and the highest quality is known as imperial Jade. Jadeite comes in many colors:
red, yellow, green, lilac, black, orange, white, pink, blue and brown. Jadeite has a hardness of 7.
Nephrite Jade is more common and is often used in Chinese carvings. Nephrite Jade comes in
various tones of green -- mostly with an olive green tone. It has a hardness of 6.5.
Be aware that Serpentine is often sold as Jade.
Reputable dealers will not use the following misleading terms. However, for your protection, I am
listing them here:
"Amazon jade" and "Colorado Jade" is really Amazonite (green feldspar).
"American jade" is really the Californite (green variety of idocrase).
"Imperial mexican jade" and "mexican jade" are really green-dyed calcite.
"Indian jade" is really aventurine.
"Korea jade" and "New jade" are really Serpentine.
Jadeite is from Myanmar, Japan, and USA (Alaska and California). Nephrite Jade is from
Myanmar, Russia, China and USA (Wyoming).
Source: Sierra Pelonagram, 12/2004
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY (cont’d)

HAPPY DECEMBER BIRTHDAY
Cliff Brashears

Bob Peterson

Julie Carter

Liz Porter

Connie Cejmer

Craig Purdy

Spencer Frankenberger

C Russell

Sarah Franzen

Michael Westergard

Susan Gimmestad

Howard Wicks

Trent Goodman

HAPPY DECEMBER ANNIVERSARY

Tom Graham
Linda Harley

Mike Bamsch & Rose Mann

Bob Hayes

John & Julie Carter

LeAnn Hermance

John & Lynn Dobberteen

Muilani Hodges

Renee Good

Maureen Hogue

Isreal Hendricks & Jillian Usher

Michael Hogue

Ryan & Judy Holland

Nic Hope

Herb & Sue Nelson

Tony Jarvis

Craig & Marj Purdy

Carol Jose

Mark & Heather Shoal

Cynthia Kent

Mark & Susie Smith

Beryl Kornoely

Dan & Helen Springer

Lauren Morris
Debbie Murray
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POLISHING TALC
by Richard Chappell, Jr.
Houston Gem & Mineral Society

These hints were gathered primarily from the bulletins
and web sites of other clubs. You should always use
them with caution because some are untried and
others may not be tried and true. Just ideas!

The natives of Brazil have used the talc found
there to make common utensils such as
cooking appliances. Professional talc carvers
from Anapolis-Goles, Brazil, showed me this
quick method when they visited Houston,
Texas, in a nation-wide tour.

OBISIDIAN TIPS
Safety: After obsidian is sawed, be sure to
bevel the edges all around on your fine
grinding wheel to keep them from flaking and
chipping. Wear goggles or glasses at all
times. If a small chip of glass (obsidian) got
into your eye, it would be hard to remove as it
is transparent and hard to see even with a
powerful magnifying glass, and the edges
may cut you to a great extent before it could
be removed.

1. CUT the talc into size desired with hand
saw (even the pros didn’t use any electric
equipment except a lathe for hollowing out
bowls and pots). Sometimes this step may be
skipped if the piece is of the correct size.
2. CARVE the talc into approximate shape
with a knife.
3. SAND with 220 or 400 grit sandpaper.
4. SMOOTH with quadruple zero (0000) steel
wool, the finest available.
5. HEAT in strong sunlight or warm oven until
slightly warm to the touch.
6. RUB with clear paste wax while the talc is
still hot, and you have got yourself a finished
carving.

Grinding Cabs: Approach your grinding wheel
with the material at a slight horizontal angle.
If brought straight in, it may be a "shattering"
experience as obsidian fractures conchoidally
and this is a sure way to do it.
Polishing Obsidian: Keep the polishing wheel
wet. A dry polishing wheel will result in
blisters and scratches.

Reasonably pure talc is required, but
impurities give it a delightful marking or
pattern. This method may be used for cabs,
statues, or anything else. The finished
product may surprise you, as you can’t tell
how it will turn out until the paste wax is on.

Source: Rockhound Ramblings via Chips ‘N
Splinters, 10/2004
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To clean fragile or hard to reach recesses in
mineral specimens, try CREW, a product of
Johnson's Wax. Spray the foam on the rock,
let it set a minute, then rinse with water. It is
safe on all materials including calcite and
fluorite.

A quick and safe way to determine the
hardness of a stone is to mark it with an
aluminum pencil. The fainter the marks the
harder the stone and you will not harm the
tested piece. An aluminum mark cannot be
made on a stone harder than 7 on the MOS
scale.

Source: Rock Waves, 4/2002, via Gneiss
Times, 10/2004

Source: Golden Spike News, 7/2004, via
Quarry Quips, 9/2004
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