
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

j

IN
SI
DE 
TH
IS 
IS
SU
E 

  

2  

La
ke 
Ha
va
su 
G

 
 
 

 

Editor: 
Barbara Wiggins 

bartobra@gmail.com 

P. O. Box 990 
Lake Havasu City,  
AZ  86405 
 

Volume 47, Issue 4                                                                 April 2021 
 

The Official Publication of The Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society 

 

GENERAL MEETING 
April 9, 2021 

Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society’s 
Lapidary Shop 

2186 McCulloch Blvd #B 
Lake Havasu City, AZ  86403 

 
Meeting Begins @ 7:00 p.m. 

Visiting @ 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

We are moving! 
 

We will have a smaller store at the  

Lake Havasu Museum of History 

320 London Bridge Road 
 

Everything else goes into storage 
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Rock & Egg 
Breakfast 

TBD 
(4th Monday of the Month) 

9 a.m. 
Bad Miguels 
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CLUB INFORMATION 
 

The Purpose of this Society shall be to: 
 

A. Increase our appreciation of the beauty and 
value of the land in which we live. 
B. Foster good fellowship among its members. 
C. Host an annual Gem and Mineral Show for the 
community. 
D. Foster awareness of the earth sciences by: 

1. Increasing knowledge pertaining to minerals, 
gems, and rocks. 
2. Disseminating knowledge of collecting and 
classification of minerals, fossils and rocks 
through collection and classification. 
3. Improving the practical knowledge of cutting, 
grinding and polishing materials to use in the 
design and creation of jewelry and other useful 
objects. 

E. Provide  educational  scholarships  in  the 
scientific fields. 
F. Procure and improve the Society’s property. 
 
The Lake Havasu Gem and Mineral Society 
meets the second Friday of each month from 
September through May at the Lake Havasu 
Gem & Mineral Society’s Lapidary Shop, 2186 
McCulloch Blvd #B, Lake Havasu City, AZ. 
 
The membership typically votes to eliminate the 
June, July, and August meetings. 
 
Fiscal Year: February 1 – January 31. 
 
Name badges are required for all members. 
One time or replacement badge cost - $12.00 
Single membership cost - $30.00 
Junior membership cost - $10.00 
 
Annual Membership dues are payable on January 
1 and shall be delinquent after the February 
meeting.  Please remit payment to: 
 
Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society 
Attn: Membership Chairperson 
P.O. Box 990 
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86405-0990 
 
The Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society is a 
member of The Rocky  Mountain  Federation 
of Mineralogical Societies (RMFMS) and 
associated with the American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies (AFMS). 

OFFICERS and DIRECTORS 
 

Rick Kerber   President  
 

Linda Harley   Vice President 
 

Sandie Willis   Secretary 
 

Doreen Davis  Treasurer 
 

Don Wininger  Sgt at Arms 
 

Linda Chandler First Year Director 
 

Kathy Padilla  Second Year Director 
 

Sherrill Mann  Third Year Director 
 

Barry Bandaruk Past President 
 

Helen Reyes Director of Operations 
   Havasu Rocks 

 

Chuck Davis Director of Operations  
   Lapidary Shop 

 
COMMITTEES 

 
Communications Open 
Field Trips   Al Yannity 
Finance   Linda Harley 
Gem Show   Gayle Gilpin 
Hospitality  Open 
Event   Open 
Inventory  Open 

Lapidary Shop  Open 
Membership  Gayle Gilpin 
Program  Open 
By-Laws  Open 
Nominating  Open 
Scholarship  Open 
 
Rocky Tales is published monthly except for June, 
July and August. The submission deadline is the 
3rd Friday of the month by email to: 
bartobra@gmail.com 
 

Rocky Tales: Barbara Wiggins 
 

Website Moderator: Nathan Scott 

http://www.lakehavasugms.com/  
 

Facebook Page: Cheryl Lee  
https://www.facebook.com/HavaRockShop2017

mailto:bartobra@gmail.com
http://www.lakehavasugms.com/
https://www.facebook.com/HavaRockShop2017
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

You should have received my 
message about partnering with 
Lake Havasu History Museum 

and moving our club store and lapidary shop.  
We have already started moving, mostly into 
storage until a new building is secured.  A 
smaller version of our club retail shop will 
open up inside the Lake Havasu Museum of 
History starting April 5th, again, until a new 
building is secured.  Over the next month we 
will send out emails asking for a few hours of 
help but if you have free time, we will always 
be packing Tuesday through Saturday and 
you can come by anytime to help.  
Sometimes things that appear to be negative 
(rent increase) turn out to be a positive thing.  
 
We are setting up a Gem, Mineral and Rock 
display at the museum which will have a 
grand re-opening on April 5th.  We will be the 
first exhibits when you enter the building.  We 
will move this display to the new building 
when the museum moves.  We plan on 
continuing the Saturday Kids Workshops at 
the Museum, and possibly some of our other 
craft classes.  We will be involved in some 
fund raisers for the museum and learn to write 
grants to help with our rent, upkeep of 
lapidary equipment and purchase of new 
equipment.   
 
We will share some retail space with the 
museum gift shop, and we also have display 
cases in our own room just across from the 
gift shop.  The museum is having a “Grand 
Re-Opening” on Monday, April 5th and we will 
be set up and selling club merchandise in the 
museum starting that day.  
 
Our April 9th General Membership Meeting 
will still be at our current location and you will 
be notified where the May 14th meeting will 
take place as soon as we arrange a location.  
Our club is an open book and we will answer 
any questions if we have the answers.  We 
(the board of directors) will keep our members 
up to date as things develop.  We are an all-

volunteer non-profit organization and hope 
those of you that are able and available will 
help us move.  
 
Don’t forget that our current club retail store 
will stay open until 12 noon on March 31st, 
and our lapidary shop will stay open until April 
10th.   If you are a vendor and have not done 
so yet, please contact our club store as soon 
as possible. Although we are going to be 
super busy moving, we are still planning a 
couple of more field trips before the desert 
heat arrives.  We are still having our final 
Swap Meet booth of the season on Sunday, 
March 28th.   
 
I want to thank John Padilla and Jonathan 
Rider for painting our club trailer at no cost!  
Thank you to Sherman Williams for donating 
the paint for our trailer.  Our board also wants 
to thank those members that have already 
started helping us pack up and move.  
 
We had 28 members go on the Vulture Mine 
Ghost Town tour near Wickenburg.  The tour 
guides were very informed and I think 
everyone had a great time.  Thank you Kathy 
Padilla for setting up and organizing this field 
trip.  We also had 56 rockhounds participate 
in the Havasu Heights Garnet Fields field 
trips.  Everyone seemed to have a great time 
finding our little treasurers.   
 
These are crazy times and we are in the fast 
and furious period, just relax and enjoy the 
ride.  When we stop this ride, we hope our 
club will be better than ever! 
 

Rick Kerber - President 
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LAKE HAVASU GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

MINUTES 
March12, 2021 

 
Board Members Present: 
 
President, Richard Kerber 
Past President, Barry Bandaruk 
Vice President, Linda Harley 
Treasurer, Doreen Davis 
Secretary, Sandra Willis 
First Year Director, Linda Chandler 
Second Year Director, Kathy Padilla 
Third Year Director, Sherrill Mann 
Havasu Rocks Director, Helen Reyes 
Havasu Rocks Co-Director, Rose Mann 
Lapidary Shop Director, Chuck Davis 
Sargent at Arms, Don Wininger 
 
The meeting was called to order by President, 
Rick Kerber, at 7 PM. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Don 
Wininger, Sargent at Arms. 
 
The minutes document of the previous 
meeting, found in Rocky Tales, was accepted 
unanimously after a motion by Al Yannity, and 
second by Kathy Padilla. 
 
The treasurer report was read by Treasurer, 
Doreen Davis. The report is available for 
perusal in the office.  There are a number of 
outstanding checks that have been written for 
consignment sales.  They can be invalidated 
after 6 months. When checks are not cashed, 
it effects the banking and record keeping.  
 
Rick Kerber reported that membership is at 
226, with 17 being new this month. Polished 
stones were given to John and Veronica 
Survilla, Bob and LeAnn Hermance, Tess 
Harp, and Jim Brooks, and to guests Paul 
Black, Mytyl Playfors, Kevin Dale, and 
Chelsea Pace.  Welcome new members and 
visitors! There have been 14 lapidary shop 
privilege memberships sold this year, giving 
the treasury $2800. 

 
Rick recognized the accomplishments of Jim 
Winjhammer and Mike Muse for volunteering 
as shop monitors. 
 
Thank you to Barbara Wiggins, who is doing a 
great job with “Rocky Tales”.  She has also 
offered to keep the Gem Show trailer on her 
lot adjacent to her home. 
 
Thank you to Sue and Nathan Scott for 
temporarily storing the trailer on their 
property. 
 
Recognition is given to Kathy, Helen, Rose, 
Sandie, and Cheryl for another month of great 
sales in Havasu Rocks. 
 
The Gem Show has 60 paid tables, with 34 
available.  Applications are available in store, 
and members will be considered first.  
 
Kevin Gale showed some of his Yooberlite 
stones from the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. 
He used a blue light to demonstrate their 
fluorescence. 
 
Veronica Survella demonstrated using a 
wireless, digital microscope that produces 
clear, up close pictures of stones through 
smart phones.  It is available on Amazon. 
 
Old Business: 
 
The Raffle Bucket tickets will continue to be 
on sale through the break. Member, Gary 
Prince, donated his $200 lapidary use badge 
as part of this month’s bucket. Thank you to 
all who have donated items and have stepped 
up to help.  We are accepting donated items 
for future baskets. 
 
50/50 tickets also are available through the 
upcoming break. 
 
Gem and Mineral magazines are available for 
purchase tonight.  The latest is available.  
They cost $4. 
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Tee shirts are available in the store.  Thank 
you to Sue and Nathan Scott. 
 
New Business: 
 
The owners have sold the building, leaving us 
in search of a new facility. The purchase will 
close on Monday, March 15.  Indications are 
that the rent will double, making it $3000 per 
month.  The club definitely cannot afford that, 
although it could squeak by at $2000.  When 
covid hit, the lease agreement went from 
yearly lease to month-to-month, and nothing 
was put into writing.  Arizona law says the 
new owners can evict us within 7 days. We 
have not been given notice, nor had the 
recent owners told us of imminent sale. We 
cannot negotiate until after Monday.  
Discussion followed. Barry will speak with the 
mayor.  Rick and Barry are looking around 
town for suitable property to lease. No one 
present was knowledgeable about non-profit 
laws. Monies from covid don’t seem to be 
available for non-profit groups.  SCORE, 
Service Corps of Retired Executives, was 
mentioned. It would be nice to move down the 
street where there is better foot traffic, if 
something is available. Properties for retail 
store and lapidary shop could be in separate 
places, if affordable. A mass email will go out 
after negotiations. 
 
If it is necessary to move, many volunteers 
will be needed, and a storage facility 
obtained.  If this is necessary, refunds will be 
made to those holding lapidary passes, 
($150), and to vendors $20.  Vendors will 
need to pack and move their own items. 
Those needing our assistance will need to 
sign a waiver for breakage and will be 
charged a fee. 
 
The next swap meet is planned for March 28. 
The last one was successful with sales and 
bringing in new members. Volunteers will be 
needed. 
 
The Gem Show trailer will need volunteers to 
paint it.  Cheryl Lee volunteered to paint 

crystals on it and Rick has access to 
someone to put lettering on it for 
advertisement. It could be parked at the 
different venues to provide free 
advertisement. 
 
The club needs 2 volunteers to be the 
Scholarship Committee.  Graduation is 
coming up, and 2 graduates need to be 
selected for $1000 each, for those entering 
earth science fields. 
 
Sandie presented information on her class on 
wire-wrapped bracelet.  The next class will be 
April 7. Sign- up sheet is in Havasu Rocks. 
 
A break was taken. 
 
Barry shared examples of Chinese Writing 
stone. 
 
Door prizes were given out. 
 
The cabochon winner was Mike Muse. 
 
The 50/50 drawing was done, going to Al 
Yannity and Cheryl Kerber. 
 
The Raffle Bucket drawing went to new 
member, Jim Brooks.  Thank you to Sherill 
Mann and her team for making the basket 
possible.  Jim raffled some items from his 
bucket, and then donated $40 back to the 
society. Congratulations, and thank you, Jim! 
 
 Having no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned by President Rick, at 8PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Sandra Willis 
Secretary 
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HOW TO PRICE YOUR  
HANDMADE JEWELRY 

Cindy Bergman, Arlington Gem and Mineral Club  

 
As an appraiser of jewelry and gemstones, I 
am called upon daily to analyze the values of 
a wide range of items, for an unending variety 
of reasons. I thought it would be helpful to 
know how the process works, as an aid for 
establishing value for their own jewelry. 
Whenever anyone asks me to tell them 
“What’s this worth?”— if only there were a 
“one-size fits all” value, my life would be much 
simpler.  The market place is a wide and 
varied forum for the buying and selling of 
goods — many things can affect the value.  
 
Example — imagine a beautifully crafted 
silver piece set with a rare stone displayed in 
a velvet box in a gallery where the staff is 
trained in selling — upscale clientele —- 
statement of replacement for insurance 
purposes — repair promised if ever needed, 
etc. Sale price around $500 or more. Now 
imagine this same piece in a garage sale, 
scratched and tarnished — in a box with an 
eggbeater and some old bowling shoes. 
Would you pay one or two dollars for it.?  
 
These are two widely different markets, and 
two common markets where jewelry is sold at 
retail. Retail is simply a descriptive term used 
to describe an item sold to the end consumer 
— not for resale. Retail is not a price! In the 
first example, the retail price is influenced by 
added value — prestige, box, warranty, staff 
influence, and in the second the value has 
been diluted and is selling far below the 
intrinsic value of the materials.  
 
For most of us, pricing our jewelry will fall 
between these two extremes. When pricing 
think first of a retail transaction. Think: added 
value.  There are no formulas.  
 
Go shopping with a notebook — record retail 
prices you see on jewelry. Write down prices 
and all your observations and collect data. 

This gives you an important for the market — 
what sells where and for what price. As you 
look at the jewelry ask yourself how it differs 
from your creations — quality? heavier 
gauge? One of a kind or production? What 
kind of guarantee can you offer?  
 
What is your unique vision worth? You have 
invested in the raw material; and your time 
and talent, equipment and education, 
advertising, etc. The moment of truth arrives. 
One of your acquaintances admires what you 
are wearing. ’’You made that!! Can you make 
me one too? How much???”  You tell her the 
price — you tell her how reasonable for 
handmade work and all the time and 
expense, as she gasps. But whatever you do 
don’t waffle and cut the price. Your work is 
worth every penny you’re asking. Be creative 
if you have to —- (“OK, $50 cash and 20 jars 
of homemade strawberry jam”), but don't sell 
yourself short.  
 
There are other types of transactions.  If 
someone wants to order several of an item, 
use a discount with discretion. Remember, 
she is the end consumer of your product and 
as such she is the highest level of the market 
for you.  That is terrific!  But suppose she 
offers instead to sell your work on a 
wholesale basis or offer your work on 
consignment.  
 
A wholesale transaction is simply a purchase 
made for resale. It is not a price! What is 
confusing is that wholesale prices are 
generally less than retail prices but NOT 
ALWAYS!  The advantage of selling 
wholesale is twofold. First, your wholesale 
customer buys a larger dollar amount or 
quantity of item to qualify for the substantial 
price reduction (usually half or more than the 
retail price). Second, an ongoing and mutually 
profitable relationship frees you to make more 
jewelry instead of interfacing with the public.  
 
 

continued on page 7 
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continued from page 6 
 
If you choose to do consignments, find the 
middle ground between your wholesale and 
retail price. Leave room for the consignor to 
make some money, but let them know they 
will get a better price if they purchase out right 
from you. Have your price structure prepared 
in advance. There are more risks for you in a 
consignment sale. Get everything in writing! 
State clearly what your terms are and that the 
receipt is NOT a bill of sale. Ask for 
references if you are not sure. Consignment 
may be a good way to “test the waters” to see 
how well your jewelry sells in that venue, and 
what retail prices can be supported.  
 
One more thing — you are probably 
wondering how to price your jewelry to friend, 
family and fellow club members. Using your 
established price, you can always give a 
“professional courtesy” or “friends and family” 
discount, but don’t call it wholesale.  
 
Source: Excerpted from an article appearing 
in the Rockhound Gazette, 3/2002, via Osage 
Hills Gems, 4/2002, via Lake City Rockhound 
News, 9/2014 
 

IT’S NOT EASY BEING GREEN --  
THE STORY OF CHRYSOPRASE 

by DB Kelman 
 
March always has had an association with 
green, given that my mother was born in 
Ireland, and St. Patrick’s Day always 
precipitated a frenzy of green; green clothes, 
green beer, (green faces late in the day on 
March 17th). Therefore, I thought that it would 
be an appropriate time to have a green theme 
for the March newsletter, and what better 
green could there be than chrysoprase, 
(among those of us who are “silicate addicts” 
even in our “mineral” collections). 
Chrysoprase has been one of my minor 
obsessions for many years, and as a result, 
over the past decades, whenever a chance 
arose to acquire some quality chrysoprase, I 

acquired it. The name “chrysoprase”, comes 
from Greek: "chrysos" -- "golden", and "prase" 
-- "leek”, (~=“green”)  
 
A little primer on chrysoprase would be 
appropriate at this point in the discussion. 
Chrysoprase is basically a cryptocrystalline 
silicon dioxide, in this case a chalcedony with 
special qualities, of tiny inclusions of nickel 
compounds, initially thought to be nickel 
oxide, but subsequently discovered to have 
included several forms of coloration. Nickel is 
the critical common component, not part of 
the quartz microcrystalline lattice structure, 
but rather, admixed within the lattice, as 
nickel silicate, nickel oxide, or even free nickel 
ions, or nickel-containing clays of ultramafic 
origin, e.g. “pimelite” et al. The green color 
correlates closely with the weight % amount 
of nickel included in the structure of the stone, 
secondarily deposited within the foundation of 
cryptocrystalline quartz. The deeper greens 
may contain nickel up to 5% by weight, while 
the pale yellow-green, less-saturated colors 
may reflect nickel of 0.2 to 1% weight.  
 
Chrysoprase occurrences invariably are 
associated with nickel occurrences, including 
peridotite, dunite (igneous ultramafic rocks 
with heavy component of olivine) or 
metamorphic serpentinite, also an ultramafic 
rock, altered in aqueous environments, some 
of which is formed directly from the others, 
but sometimes indirectly, from other 
ultramafic sources. The deposits are often 
found in long chains of serpentinites, along 
the flanks of mountain chains or island arcs. 
Pimelite, a nickel rich smectite, often in form 
of a greasy green clay, may also contribute to 
the final chrysoprase inclusions, as do some 
other smectite clays and ores like garnierite, 
found in nickel mines associated with 
chrysoprase.  
 
Chrysoprase has a Mohs hardness of 7 (+?), 
specific gravity of 2.65 - 2.91, and contains 
microcrystals of hexagonal system, according  
 

continued on page 8 
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continued from page 7 
 
to Frederick Pough in his 1989 Lapidary 
Journal article, but the cryptocrystalline nature 
of the rock makes that hard to see. The 
refractive index is described as 1.54 - 1.55, 
and color is green, typically translucent, with 
conchoidal fracture surfaces, there is no 
fluorescence. Fracture surface luster is dull, 
but the material takes a fine polish, which has 
made it popular for jewelry, when good quality 
stones are found.  
 
The color is said to be heat-labile, which can 
be problematic if aggressive polishing results 
in heating of the stone, which will become 
pale, often a gray color. It was called 
"Prussian Gray," when sold in Australia in the 
late 1960s, perhaps the unrealized result of 
overheating in the polishing process. For the 
same reason, repair of chrysoprase jewelry 
must be done carefully to avoid overheating 
the stone. At least some chrysoprase is 
sensitive to sunlight, and tends to fade with 
long sun exposure. That may also be the 
reason deeper colors have been noted to be 
commonest in the deeper parts of deposits.  
 
Chrysoprase occurs in small quantities, 
seldom abundant, usually in seams related to 
major fractures or their branches, and the 
quality is variable. The best "apple green 
material" was initially sold from the Australian 
deposits after their discovery in the 1960s, as 
imperial jade, but the fracture and hardness 
soon revealed it was a chalcedony. Most is 
found as vein fillings, and the structure 
typically has variable diaphenaity 
(transparency/translucency/opacity)   through- 
out, to the extent that, it is said that 
chrysoprase that is consistent and uniform in 
color and structure is most commonly 
assumed to be dyed agate (with chromium or 
nickel salts), and only very rarely, truly 
magnificent chrysoprase.  
 
Chrysoprase was known to the ancients, and 
it is said that it was the favorite stone of 
Macedonian warrior/leader, Alexander the 

Great, who transiently ruled much of the 
Mediterranean world, ca. 400 BCE. It is 
claimed he wore one on his belt and credited 
it for all his successes and conquests, which 
were many, but while crossing a river towards 
a battle, “a snake struck it, and it and the 
battle were lost”, as were all of his 
subsequent wars. [good excuse?] While the 
stone was popular with the ancient Greeks 
and Romans, its rarity made it an uncommon 
finding among their relics.  
 
Starting in the Middle Ages, lead and zinc 
was mined in Silesia for 600 years, and 
excellent chrysoprase was found there, 
making Silesia the main world source for 
many years, a material especially favored for 
medieval liturgical decoration. Around 1740, 
Frederick the Great, King of Prussia, 
reactivated the mines, located near his palace 
in Potsdam, which he adorned heavily with 
very high quality chrysoprase. A writer in 
1859 described two tables in the palace made 
of gem chrysoprase, with “the tops 3 feet by 2 
feet by two inches thick”. After that time, the 
mines played out, and the gem became 
scarce after Victorian times, when it had a run 
of popularity, which dwindled due to scarcity 
of high-quality stone.  
 
In 1913 and 1921, there were early reports of 
(low-grade?) chrysoprase in Queensland, 
Australia, but only beginning in 1963 did it 
appear in quality, in Marlborough Station in 
Queensland, after a specimen was submitted 
by a Mrs. Price, to the Geological Survey of 
Queensland. Shortly thereafter, local 
prospectors found commercial deposits, in 
quantity and much of it good quality, and 
Marlborough became a source for the world, 
including some very high quality material, 
shipped to China, USA, and other world 
areas, for gem-cutting and that deposit still 
continues to be a main source, although 
many other sources have been found, of 
varying importance. There also were 
associated  magnesite and chromium veins in 
 

continued on page 9 
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continued from page 8 
 
the same general areas, and the chrysoprase 
veins occur in the fractures in limonitic 
formations, often producing twisted shapes, 
which further reduces the ability to find large,  
solid, uniform pieces (“it is found in kilograms, 
not tons”).  
 
In North America, Sudbury, Ontario was the 
leading world source of nickel for most of the 
twentieth Century, but there is no report of 
quality chrysoprase from that area. Tulare 
County, California, had 4 good deposits, 
some excellent quality, and Porterville was 
said to have masses a foot thick, of high 
quality. These areas near Vidalia, CA were 
mined until 1911, when popularity of the 
stone waned, and the mines closed. Smaller 
deposits were found and mined in Colorado, 
New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, and 
as water-worn pebbles, in Oregon. 
Internationally, chrysoprase has been found 
at mines in the Russian Urals, Kazakhstan, 
Czech Republic and Slovakia, New Caledonia 
nickel mines in the South Pacific, Brazil, India, 
and no doubt in lesser deposits world-wide.  

 
There is some 
overlap of the 

chalcedony 
materials like 
chrysoprase in 
various areas, often 
related to different 

mineral 
constituents that 
blend over into 
“fancy jaspers”. In 

India, China, and in some USA locations, 
chlorite in chalcedony produces dark green 
stone that is locally called “plasma”, and in 
Durkee, Oregon, it is misnomered as “Durkee 
Jade” “Plasma” is also used to describe more 
opaque silicates, that with red patches on the 
green, is also called “bloodstone”, and with 
the addition of white and yellow, “fancy 
jasper.”  
 

A dark green variant of chalcedony deriving 
its green color from chromium, is found in 
Zimbabwe, Africa, and is called “mtorolite”, 
there. In Bolivia, a similar material is said to 
be called “chiquitaite”(?).  
 
There is much more that could be written, but 
in keeping with the "green theme." I will 
include some photos of our recently tumbled 
pieces, as well as some rough chrysoprase, 
all from the Marlborough, Queensland, 
Australia area, (and fresh from our basement 
mine-site).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Rockhound News, 3/2021, via The 
RockCollector, 3/2021 
 
 

WORKING YOUR STONE 
by Bruce Mensinger, CCR & MC 

 
Have you ever had a grinding wheel, 
polishing wheel or buffer 'grab' your partly 
finished cab or casting without warning and 
dash it on the floor or in the wheel guard?  
Well, who hasn't!  Here's how it happens and 
how to avoid the carnage. I'll use a cabbing 
example but castings follow the same 
principle.  
 
Wheels are normally set up to be used with 
their working face moving downward.  When 
the stone touches the wheel, friction between 
the stone and the moving wheel forces the  
 

continued on page 10 
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continued from page 9 
 

stone downward; you resist by pulling upon 
the stone or dop stick, at all times exactly 
balancing the down force.  
 
OK, so much for the ideal world. In reality you 
can't exactly balance the forces. As a result 
you oscillate up and down a little, all the time. 
On the curved face of the stone, the friction 
force changes gradually so any imbalance of 
down force and up force is modest and your 
reaction time is quick enough to keep control. 
But at the upper and lower edges of the stone 
the effective friction forces are greatly 
different. If you raise the stone [tilt it back] the 
lower edge contacts the wheel. The stone is 
safe because the arc of your arm and your 
upward force pull the stone off the wheel.  
 
On the other hand, if you let the stone tip 
downward, the upper edge contacts the 
wheel. Because of how we normally hold and 
work at a wheel this causes the stone to 
press harder against the wheel. More friction 
forces the stone further downward and still 
harder into the wheel. This self-reinforcing 
process occurs very rapidly, far too rapidly for 
you to react and compensate.  Either the 
force builds to where it pushes your hands 
away or something gives; you lose your grip 
or the dop wax pulls loose. Either way your 
work is marred or destroyed.  
 
In the case of leather-covered polish pads, 
down tipping also causes the pad to pucker 
out above the stone, making stone grabbing 
almost inevitable.  
 
After struggling to understand all this 
complicated analysis you may be surprised at 
how simple the solution is: Always work from 
the center of the stone toward the lower edge. 
And in the case of polishing on the leather-
covered wheels, also watch out for heat 
buildup that can soften the dop wax. 
 

Source: The Nugget, 5/2001, via Delvings, 
3/2004 

CAB POLISHING PROBLEMS 
 
Polishing problems tend to be the norm for 
beginners, and can often lead to much 
frustration - even the decision to abandon the 
hobby altogether! When cabbing, many 
neophytes don’t spend enough time in the 
sanding and pre-polishing stages, leaving 
scratches that refuse to go away. I 
recommend paying close attention to material 
in its dry state (when wet, scratches are 
nearly impossible to see…) Dry your material 
after each stage, and observe in reflected 
light (light behind you). Observe the texture 
and color changes of your material as you 
move from one wheel to the next - the texture 
should progressively get smoother (scratches 
will be smaller and homogenous), and the 
color will improve (deepen) with each stage. A 
good way to observe this is to start with a cab 
that you are certain is finished in a given 
stage (ask a good cab-cutter if you are 
uncertain - there are many in our club!) Take 
your cab to the next stage, but only finish half 
of it on that stage - don’t work the other half. 
Dry your cab and carefully observe the 
difference between the two sides. It is best to 
do this both with and without a loupe, so you 
will be familiar with both eye and magnified 
observation. Do this for every stage, and you 
will be more familiar with the “look” of each 
given stage, and therefore much more likely 
to notice when you are leaving scratches 
before you get much farther. Bear in mind that 
materials of different hardness may look 
different for the same stage, so don’t be 
unwilling to go through this process again for 
a different material. You will spend some 
extra time here, but the knowledge you gain 
will be well worthwhile as you progress! It 
won’t be long before you know the “look” of 
any given material at any given stage - and 
therefore be able to quickly resolve any 
polishing problems!  
 
Source:  Cutting Remarks, 4/2014 
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Bernie Sporre has retired from lapidary work.  
He has lapidary equipment and supplies  for 
sale that are much too numerous to list.  If 
you are interested, please call Bernie or 
Kathy Sporre at (928) 855-1704 to set up a 
date and time to see all he has for sale. 
 
The pictures below show some of what is for 
sale: 
 

Diamond Pacific Genie with extra (new) wheels 
 
 

 
 

Lortone ST-10 -- 10 inch Rock / Slab Saw 
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THE TEN ROCKMANMENTS 
 
 Thou shalt not touch thy neighbor's minerals 
unless he placeth them into thy hand. 
 Thou shalt not test the strength of crystals 
by punching, squeezing or biting. 
 Thou shalt not drop thy neighbor's fossil, for 
many do not bounce properly. 
 Thou shalt not place thy neighbor's 
specimen into thine own pocket. 
 Thou shalt not argue the name of that 
mineral too violently; sometimes thou couldst 
be wrong. 
 Thou shalt not test thy neighbor's agates for 
hardness by rubbing them together. 
 Thou shalt not climb over thy neighbor when 
on a field trip, lest thou are willing to spend 
the remainder of the day, digging him or her 
out. 
 Thou shalt protect thine eyes, hands, and 
feet, so thou canst enjoy many more field 
trips. 
 Thou shalt not encroach upon thy neighbor's 
digging, lest his hammer be dropped upon thy 
toe. 
 Thou shalt not complain about or denounce 
thy club officers, under penalty of being 
elected as one thyself. 
 
Source: Nana Gems via Desert Diggings, 
3/1999, via Chips ‘n Splinters, 3/2005

HAPPY APRIL BIRTHDAY 

 
Priscilla Allen 
 
Mike Bamsch 
 
Kevin Dale 
 
Bernie Geiger 
 
Rick Gilpin 
 
Mike Guelff 
 
Kristy Johnson 
 
Rick Mann 
 
Herb Nelson 
 
Gary Prince 
 
Laurie Reynolds 
 
Bryle Sampson 
 
Tracy Scribner 
 
Susie Smith 
 
John Thomas 
 
Don Wininger 

 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY APRIL ANNIVERSARY 
 

Steve & Kathie Bryson 
 
Mike & Angela Zuccaro 

 

One of our members, Tom Graham, has 
recommended a Forbes magazine article 
that lists 9 deadly rocks and minerals that 
should be of interest to club members.  You 
can read the article at 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/trevornace/20
16/02/14/9-deadliest-rocks-and-minerals-
on-earth/?sh=23568dd0659b  
 
He also recommends 
http://repository.azgs.az.gov/ where you 
can find numerous documents and maps 
available for free download. They continue 
to add new publications as their work 
progresses. 
 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/trevornace/2016/02/14/9-deadliest-rocks-and-minerals-on-earth/?sh=23568dd0659b
https://www.forbes.com/sites/trevornace/2016/02/14/9-deadliest-rocks-and-minerals-on-earth/?sh=23568dd0659b
https://www.forbes.com/sites/trevornace/2016/02/14/9-deadliest-rocks-and-minerals-on-earth/?sh=23568dd0659b
http://repository.azgs.az.gov/
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Hints n’ Such 
 
These hints were gathered primarily from the bulletins 
and web sites of other clubs.  You should always use 
them with caution because some are untried and 
others may not be tried and true.  Just ideas! 

 
Tarnish is caused by sulfur gases in the air. 
Chalk is a natural absorber of sulfur. Place 
sticks of blackboard chalk in your tool cases, 
jewelry boxes, jewelry drawer, or just around 
your jewelry.  
 
Source: Mineral Memos, 9/2003, via The 
Pegmatite, 12/2003 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 

If you have a thick slab that you would like to 
slice in two and keep the cut parallel to an 
existing face, first clamp a junk rock in the 
vise and cut it.  Without unclamping the junk 
rock, clean the face of the cut and glue the 
good thick slab to the junk rock.  This  
process may be a little slow and require that 
the thick slab be clamped to the junk rock 
while the glue dries, but the resulting cut 
through the thick slice will be exactly parallel 
to the original slab face.  Note:  In saws that 
use oil, use a water soluble glue, and in saws 
that use water, use a glue that can be 
dissolved in acetone.   
 

Source: Golden Spike News via Chips ‘N 
Splinters 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 

Sheets of sandpaper can be put in manila 
envelopes; one envelope per grit. The manila 
envelopes can be kept together in a 
magazine box, which is sold at most office 
supply stores. Magazine boxes are made in 
cardboard, plastic and wood, and if you get at 
least the plastic kind you can easily mount 
them above your workbench so that they are 
always within reach but don't clutter up your 
bench.  
 

Source: The Pegmatite, 2/2004 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
Ammonia can be used to clean polishing 
residue from cabs and intarsia – floating the 
polish out of tiny cracks or pits.  Just dip a 
toothbrush in the ammonia and scrub the 
surface of the cab, then rinse.  By Vi Jones.   
 
Source: The Tumbler, 11/2003, via Gneiss 
Times, 3/2004 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
To tumble Obsidian – Apache Tears, use 220 
with sawdust (any filler will work) and check it 
about every other day until the desired effect 
is achieved.  After cleaning completely, use 
400 or 600 for several more days and 
preferably using a vibrating tumbler to polish.  
If using a rotating tumbler for polishing, be 
sure to load it up with some type of filler 
(sawdust or whatever) to prevent the 
Obsidian from chipping.   
 
Source: Rockhound Rumblings, 3/2001, via 
Gneiss Times, 4/2004 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
Transparent stones should be polished on 
both front and back.  Otherwise, saw marks 
can show through and appear to be cracks.   
 
Source: The Pegmatite, 10/2003, via Gneiss 
Times, 3/2004 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 
Place a sturdy paper plate in the bottom of 
your rock collecting bag.  This will not add 
weight, but will protect the bag when you put 
it on rocky ground with a load of rocks and will 
decrease the hazard of holes being torn in the 
bag.   
 
Source: The Polished Slab, 9/1999, via Chips 
‘n Splinters, 1/2004 
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