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Editor: 
Barbara Wiggins 

bartobra@gmail.com 

P. O. Box 990 
Lake Havasu City,  
AZ  86405 
 

Volume 47, Issue 2                                                          February 2021 
 

The Official Publication of The Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society 

 

GENERAL MEETING 
February 12, 2021 

Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society’s 
Lapidary Shop 

2186 McCulloch Blvd #B 
Lake Havasu City, AZ. 86403 

 
Meeting Begins @ 7:00 p.m. 

Visiting @ 6:30 p.m. 
 

 
 

LHG&MS wishes to thank David and 
Becky Frybarger for your generous 
donation of rocks to our club.  We have 
them for sale in our store. 
 
Best wishes on your move. 
 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 
  2. Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society Information 
  3. President’s Message 
  4. LHG&MS General Meeting Minutes 
  6. February Field Trip / AFMS & RMFMS Conference and  
      Show / Parking / Membership Dues Reminder  
  7.  Montana Agate 
  8. How to Break Rocks for Tumbling / Limb Cast or Fossil Limb 
      Section? 
  9. The California Poppy – An Indicator of Copper / How to 
      Avoid Haze on a Cabochon 
10. Havasu Rocks Workshops & Classes 
11. Birthdays / Anniversaries / Gem & Mineral Show 
12. January Field Trip 
13. Shop and Class Pictures 
14. Hints ‘N Such 

 

 
 

BOARD MEETING 
 

February 12 at 4:30pm 
Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral 

Society’s Lapidary Shop 
2186 McCulloch Blvd #B 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rock & Egg 
Breakfast 

TBD 
(4th Monday of the Month) 

9 a.m. 
Bad Miguels 

1841 Kiowa Ave # 103 
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CLUB INFORMATION 
 

The Purpose of this Society shall be to: 
 

A. Increase our appreciation of the beauty and 
value of the land in which we live. 
B. Foster good fellowship among its members. 
C. Host an annual Gem and Mineral Show for the 
community. 
D. Foster awareness of the earth sciences by: 

1. Increasing knowledge pertaining to minerals, 
gems, and rocks. 
2. Disseminating knowledge of collecting and 
classification of minerals, fossils and rocks 
through collection and classification. 
3. Improving the practical knowledge of cutting, 
grinding and polishing materials to use in the 
design and creation of jewelry and other useful 
objects. 

E. Provide  educational  scholarships  in  the 
scientific fields. 
F. Procure and improve the Society’s property. 
 
The Lake Havasu Gem and Mineral Society 
meets the second Friday of each month from 
September through May at the Lake Havasu 
Gem & Mineral Society’s Lapidary Shop, 2186 
McCulloch Blvd #B, Lake Havasu City, AZ. 
 
The membership typically votes to eliminate the 
June, July, and August meetings. 
 
Fiscal Year: February 1 – January 31. 
 
Name badges are required for all members. 
One time or replacement badge cost - $12.00 
Single membership cost - $30.00 
Junior membership cost - $10.00 
 
Annual Membership dues are payable on January 
1 and shall be delinquent after the February 
meeting.  Please remit payment to: 
 
Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society 
Attn: Membership Chairperson 
P.O. Box 990 
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86405-0990 
 
The Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society is a 
member of The Rocky  Mountain  Federation 
of Mineralogical Societies (RMFMS) and 
associated with the American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies (AFMS). 

OFFICERS and DIRECTORS 
 

Rick Kerber   President  
 

Vacant   Vice President 
 

Sandie Willis   Secretary 
 

Linda Harley   Treasurer 
 

Don Wininger  Sgt at Arms 
 

Linda Chandler First Year Director 
 

Kathy Padilla  Second Year Director 
 

Sherrill Mann  Third Year Director 
 

Barry Bandaruk Past President 
 

Helen Reyes Director of Operations 
   Havasu Rocks 

 

Sherrill Mann Director of Operations  
   Lapidary Shop 

 
COMMITTEES 

 
Communications Open 
Field Trips   Al Yannity 
Finance   Linda Harley 
Gem Show   Gayle Gilpin 
Hospitality  Open 
Event   Open 
Inventory  Open 

Lapidary Shop  Sherrill Mann 
Membership  Gayle Gilpin 
Program  Open 
By-Laws  Open 
Nominating  Open 
Scholarship  Open 
 
Rocky Tales is published monthly except for June, 
July and August. The submission deadline is the 
3rd Friday of the month by email to: 
bartobra@gmail.com 
 

Rocky Tales Team: Barbara Wiggins 
 

Website Moderator: Open 

http://www.lakehavasugms.com/  
 

Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/HavaRockShop2017

mailto:bartobra@gmail.com
http://www.lakehavasugms.com/
https://www.facebook.com/HavaRockShop2017
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

The Havasu Rocks club store 
is open Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm.  

Sales during December were great and the 
store seems to always have customers in it.   
Although January sales are not as high, it is 
still busier than usual.   
 
The weather last week for the annual 
Quartzite campout was a hit & miss.  We 
had some rain, some wind and some great 
weather.  Overall, the daytime weather was 
great for a rock hounding trip and for 
shopping at the Quartzite’s Gem and 
Mineral Show.  Saturday night we had our 
potluck and campfire and we were joined by 
other nearby campers.   
 
Field trips are being planned and emails will 
go out several days before them to inform 
our members of the date, time and 
locations.  We are also in the planning 
stages for a trip to Burro Creek in late 
March or early April.  One of our members 
was injured on our January 10

th
 field trip 

and is doing well and we wish her a speedy 
recovery.  Field trips can be dangerous as 
we are usually climbing on rocks and up 
hills.  Field trips are for members at no cost.   
 
Kathy is looking into a March or April field 
trip to Vulture City Ghost Town tour near 
Wickenburg.  This was a ghost town at the 
now defunct Vulture Gold Mine, which was 
once full of Apache raids and stagecoach 
robberies.  We need a minimum of 15 
members to get a group discount.  The 
more members that go, the better our price.  
If you are interested, please contact Kathy 
Padilla at the club store.  (928) 733-6270. 
 
We are currently making our next “raffle 
basket” which will actually be a “rock 
hounding” bucket with rock hounding tools, 
a map and a book for rock hounding.  There 

will be a few rocks, slabs and other goodies 
included.  Raffle tickets can be purchased 
at the club store or at the general 
membership meetings.  The drawing for this 
rock hounding bucket will be held at our 
March 12

th
 General Membership Meeting.  

Weather permitting, we also plan to have a 
club booth at our local swap meet in 
February and again in April.   
 
Classes are again being offered on a 
regular basis at our club store.  These 
classes include a silversmith class, 
cabochon class, lapidary shop safety class, 
slab saw class, pine needle basket making 
class and a wire bracelet making class.  
The class sign-ups are at the club store and 
payment should be made at the time you 
sign-up.   We are adding new Shop 
Monitors very soon and hope to have the 
lapidary shop open 5 days a week and one 
evening until 8 pm.  A reminder that we now 
sell annual unlimited lapidary shop usage 
for $200 per member.  Contact the store for 
details.  
 
If you have not already paid, don’t forget 
that 2021 dues are due on or before 
February 12

th
. We had the club elections at 

the general membership meeting January 
8

th
 and a new board of directors was 

elected. We are still looking for a club 
member to be our Treasurer.  If you are 
interested in volunteering for this position, 
please contact Linda Harley at the Store.  
We still need a few more volunteers to help 
out in our club store, and we still need 
members to step up to be committee 
chairpersons.  
 
I hope to see you at our February 12

th
 

General Membership Club Meeting. Doors 
open at 6:30 pm and the meeting starts at 
7:00 pm.   
 
Rick Kerber - President 
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LAKE HAVASU GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

MINUTES 
January 8, 2021 

 

Board members present: 
 

President    Richard Kerber 
Treasurer    Linda Harley 
Secretary    Sandra Willis 
Past President   Barry Bandaruk 
First Year Director   Kathy Padilla 
Second Year Director  Sherrill Mann 
Third Year Director   Helen Reyes 
 
The meeting was called to order by Richard 
Kerber, President, at 7 PM. 
 
There were no minutes from the previous 
meeting, as the December meeting was 
cancelled due to COVID. 
 
Treasurer, Linda Harley presented the 
Treasurer’s report. The report is attached, 
and available in the office for perusal of 
members. 
 
Membership report was given by Linda 
Harley, in Gayle Gilpin’s absence.  Barbara 
Wiggins was presented with her Lifetime 
Membership. She has been a member since 
1996, has served on committees and elected 
offices.  Congratulations, Barbara, and thank 
you for your years of service and dedication. 
Barbara has also agreed to do the monthly 
“Rocky Tales” publication.  She asks that we 
send articles and ideas to 
bartobra@gmail.com.  
 
There are a total of 365 members tonight, but 
the number could change if members do not 
rejoin by the February meeting. New member, 
Ray Whalen was present.  Welcome to all the 
new members. 
 
Rick thanked the volunteers who have 
worked extra hard to keep Havasu Rocks 
open, including Helen Reyes, Kathy Padilla, 
Rose Mann, and Sandie Willis. 

 
He also thanked Carol Jose, who has been 
making the baskets every month.  They have 
really helped recap the money not earned 
with the Gem Show. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
The basket drawing will be after the break 
tonight, so people can purchase tickets until 
then.  Donations are welcome for future 
baskets. The baskets have all been made 
with contributed items and money. 
 
Also, 50/50 tickets can be purchased during 
the break. 
 
Rick handed out the ID cards for the 
members who have paid $200 for the year’s 
shop privileges.  
 
He was told by someone who had been a 
previous member, that he was not renewing 
his membership due to the fees that would be 
charged for field trips.  Rick reiterated that 
there are no fees attached to field trip 
excursions.  It had been discussed, but was 
not adopted. 
 
Rick thanked David Kuzsik for donating time, 
materials and expertise, in restoring the 18 
inch saw. 
 
The lapidary shop was supposed to be open 
on Tuesday evenings, but this will be 
postponed due to the COVID situation and 
inability to find shop monitors for the 
evenings. 
 
Rock and Gem magazines are available for 
$4.30, and newest issue is available. 
 
With Rick as president, Sherrill Mann stepped 
up as the half year director of the lapidary 
shop. She was recognized for getting all the 
machinery up and running in the lapidary 
shop.  Thank you, Sherrill. 
 

continued on page 5 

mailto:Bartobra@gmail.com
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continued from page 4 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Ballots were passed out for board members 
for the coming year. After voting, give ballots 
to Sandie, Secretary. 
 
The previous swap meet was successful for 
the items sold and the wheel, but also to let 
the public know that Havasu Rocks existed.  
Many said they didn’t know it was there.  
Purchases increased after the swap meet in 
November. Perhaps some in February and 
April could be done, weather permitting. 
 
Field Trips: 
 
Kathy Padilla brought information about a 
Ghost Town tour in Wickenburg.  Sign-up 
sheet will be available at break. 
 
Barry Bandaruk spoke about the Quartzite 
campout and passed out directions.  Saturday 
evening there will be a potluck at 5PM. 
 
There is a field trip to Parker Strip area on 
Sunday. Meet at the lot across from the 
Human Bean, McCulloch and Highway 95, 
south of town, to be ready to leave at 9AM. 
 
Al Yannity offered to do another trip to 
Blankenship wash for purple jasper, and to 
the area that has blue jasper. 
 
Classes are up and running again. Classes 
each month include learning how to use the 
equipment in the shop, make pine needle 
baskets, jewelry and more. 
 
Volunteers are needed for Committees, 
Treasurer, and shop monitors. Due to the lack 
of volunteers, the store closes at 4PM. We 
are trying to avoid burning out the present 
volunteers. 
 
 
 
 

BREAK 
 
The door prizes were handed out to almost 
everyone.  The 50/50 was won by Frank Allen 
and Mike Muse, who donated his back. 
 
Thank you to Carol Jose and her team for 
making the beautiful basket.  It brought in 
over $600.  The drawing took place, and Al 
Yannity won!! Congratulations, Al.  Some of 
us were sad, however! 
 
Having no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:35. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Sandra Willis 
Secretary 
 
 
The results of ballot count were unanimous 
for: 
 
President, Richard Kerber 
Treasurer, Linda Harley 
Secretary, Sandra Willis 
First Year Director, Linda Chandler 
Store Director, Helen Reyes* 
Sargent at Arms, Donald Wininger 
 
The other officers are: 
 
Second Year Director, Kathy Padilla 
Third Year Director, Sherrill Mann 
 
Gayle Gilpin is the Chairman for the Gem 
Show and also is the Membership Chairman 
 
The Vice President slot is open. 
 
*Helen Reyes has Rose Mann and Kathy 
Padilla with her as a committee to run Havasu 
Rocks. 
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Final 2021 Membership  
Dues Reminder 

 

Please note that there have been changes in 
the membership fees. 
 

RENEWALS FOR 2021: 
 

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP   $30 
JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP   $10 
 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO:  
LAKE HAVASU GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY 
 

You can renew at the February 12th 
Meeting, or at Havasu Rocks during 
business hours, or mail your check BEFORE 

FEBRUARY 22
nd

 to  
 

Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society 
PO Box 990 
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86405 

 

After that date, your emails will be stopped 
until renewals are received again.  
 

Thank You, 
Gayle Gilpin 
Membership Chairman 
 

 

Field Trip, February 14 and 15 
Same trip both days 

 

Purple Jasper and Blue Jasper  
 
Leaving at: 9:30 a.m. 
Meeting place: Lowe’s parking lot 
Location: Just north of town 
 
The Purple is easy for all. Large hammers, 
chisels and hard work are best for the blue.  
4WD is necessary for both locations.  Bring 
water, radios, and a collection bucket or 
backpack. 
 

American Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies,  A F M S 

 
The 2021 joint AFMS & RMFMS 
Conference and Show will be held in Big 
Piney, WY on June 17th - 20th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Havasu Rocks Parking 
 
Havasu Rocks has parking in the rear of the 
shop with a convenient rear entrance. Since 
we have very limited parking in the front of 
the shop, we ask if you are returning to 
Havasu rocks for shopping, lap work, 
volunteering or socializing to please park in 
the back to leave the available parking in 
front for our first-time visitors. If you have 
any questions, please let us know! 
 

Vulture City Ghost Town and Museum 
 

Come let’s take a tour of the ghost town 
established in 1863 that served the 
Vulture Mine of old.  Visitors are thrown 
back in time as they explore over a 
dozen buildings and the displays in the 
museum reminiscent of when Vulture 
City thrived and the old Vulture Mine was 
in operation.  Vulture City was Arizona’s 
most profitable mining town. 
 

We have been offered a guided tour to 
take place on March 15th.  If at least 20 
people attend we will get a special rate 
of $12 per person.   
 

Kathy Padilla will provide more 
information about this trip at the 
February meeting. 
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MONTANA AGATE 
 

 
 
Montana Agate is the name given to the 
beautiful chalcedony found in the alluvial 
gravels of the Yellowstone River and its 
tributaries. It is from the Pleistocene age 
(10,000 - 1,6000,000), found not in situ, but in 
these gravel deposits. Scattered over a huge 
area encompassing thousands of square 
miles. The beauty of this is that they cannot 
be claimed, mined and dug out by a few 
enterprises. But will be available, in smaller 
numbers, to the public and collectors for 
many years to come.  
 
This agate could perhaps be called 
Yellowstone Agate. It's genesis was centered 
in the Yellowstone Park area. The actual 
tremendous volcanic activity that produced 
the conditions necessary for the formation of 
agate, spanned hundreds of miles and 
millions of years. Although it's genesis 
centered in the Yellowstone Park area of 
Montana and Wyoming, this volcanic activity 
ranged from the eastern Rocky Mountain front 
in south-central Wyoming to the western front 
of the Black Hills and north across eastern 
Montana and into Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba Canada.  
 
Eastern Montana was mostly a shallow inland 
ocean, almost a swamp with huge forests 
lining its shores and islands of volcanoes. 
These volcanoes put forth mountains of lava. 
Lava that decimated thousands of acres of 

mighty redwoods and sequoias for hundreds 
of miles around.  
 
Agates in general come in many different 
forms and are formed in at least five different 
ways. The main conditions necessary for 
agate formation, are the presence of silica 
from devitrified volcanic ash, water from 
rainfall or ground sources, and manganese, 
iron and other mineral oxides that form the 
bands and inclusions. After hundreds of years 
and layer upon layer of forests growing up 
and then being devastated by lava and ash, 
The rains came and mineral laden silica-water 
flowed into the cavities and pockets left by the 
dying trees and bubbling lava. These 
ingredients and shapes trapped in the cooling 
lava became Montana Agate. In Montana 
Agate the red is iron oxide and the black is 
manganese oxide. High-power microscopes 
show tracings of little canals which once 
admitted water containing one or more of 
these metals in solution. The water dried out 
and the canals closed so tightly that the 
naked eye could not see them. The fern-like 
effects of trees, shrubs and mountains come 
from the fact that these tiny canals branched 
out forming smaller canals from a common 
center.  
 
Finding Montana Agate: Although this type of 
agate ranges throughout three states. A small 
area in Montana seems to have the best of 
this agate. Found in gravel deposits in the 
middle and lower Yellowstone valleys. Agates 
are found in both the present stream bed and 
in gravel terraces 10 to 15 miles either side of 
the Yellowstone drainage. They are nodules 
of gray, translucent chalcedony, which when 
cut and polished are seen to contain small 
manganese dendrites of pleasing 
appearance. Moss agates are popular 
recreation for amateur collectors and 
lapidaries, and are sold and traded in 
considerable numbers as semiprecious gem 
stones for use in jewelry and decoration. 
Their  hardness  requires  a  diamond-beaded 
 

continued on page 8 
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continued from page 7 
 
blade for successful cutting. Agates have 
increased in true and aesthetic value. They 
are becoming scarcer. But spring rains and 
run-off conditions turn up new agates in the 
gravel beds and hillsides around Forsyth most 
every year.  
 
Source:  Hellgate Breezes, 2/2016, via The 
Clackamette Gem, 8/2017, via The 
RockCollector, 10/2017  
 
 

HHOOWW  TTOO  BBRREEAAKK  RROOCCKKSS  FFOORR  TTUUMMBBLLIINNGG  
 
How to break rocks for tumbling is a question 
that comes up frequently since small sized 
rocks are not always available in the 
gemstone material you want.  You can 
prepare the rocks yourself with a rock 
hammer or rock pick, small sledge, Estwing's 
crack hammer or just a normal hammer and a 
heavy bag such as one made of denim.  Bags 
can be made by sewing up an old Levi pants 
leg, a gunnysack, or a doubled up old 
pillowcase.  Fold the bag opening under, so 
no rock chips will fly out.  Be sure to always 
wear safety glasses and gloves when 
crushing stone, especially when handling and 
removing the material from the bag, since the 
edges may be sharp.  Some like to break the 
stones in a box, which will help corral the 
flying chips.  If you have a corner to work in, 
this will also help corral the chips on at least 
two sides, while you hammer the chips on a 
hard piece of steel, andiron, etc.   
 
If you have several pieces of rock to break up, 
only place rock of the same hardness in the 
bag.  You won't have to hit obsidian as hard 
as a piece of agate and you don't want the 
softer material completely crushed.  Do not 
discard those very small fragments.  Use 
them in your tumbler over and over again 
because they speed up the tumbling process.  
All of these small chips are rubbing the grit on 
your rock in a multitude of places which 
speeds up the process of tumbling and make 

a smooth, shapely stone.  (To get a mental 
picture of what is going on in the tumbler, try 
picturing marbles in your tumbler.  How many 
places are being touched with grit when the 
marbles rub on one another during the 
grinding and shaping of the marbles or stone?  
The small stones or filler will go between 
these larger spaces and will help speed up 
the tumbling process.) Some rocks are more 
fragile or brittle, and for these stones, it may 
be best to slab in the approximate thickness 
you want, and then with a hammer and chisel, 
break these slabs into sizes close to your 
preference. 
 
Source:  Rock Chips, 3/2008, via T-Town 
Rockhound, 9/2008 
 
 

LIMB CAST OR FOSSIL LIMB SECTION? 
 

Do you know the 
difference 

between a fossil 
limb section and 
a limb cast? 
Some call a 
specimen by 
either name, not 
realizing that 

there is a difference.  
 
A limb cast occurs when a buried limb has 
decayed and the resulting void has been filled 
with agate or some other material. The cast is 
in the form of the original limb, but no cell or 
ring patterns have been preserved.  
 
A fossil limb section is a portion of petrified 
wood. As the wood decayed, it was gradually 
and completely replaced by mineral deposits, 
cell by cell. Thus, a part of the wood 
structure’s cells and rings have been 
preserved.  
 
Source: Grindings, 1/2005, via The 
RockCollector, 2/2015 
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THE CALIFORNIA POPPY – 
AN INDICATOR OF COPPER 

By Edgar B. Heylum, Ph.D. & Richard Pearl 
 

Plants have been used by prospectors 
searching for minerals since the Middle Ages.  
Some plants favor soil that contain or have an 
abundance of a particular element.  Many 
prospectors use the desert trumpet as a gold 
indicator even though it has not been proven to 
be a true gold indicator. 
 
Plants of the mustard family excel in absorbing 
uranium and may be of use to the geobotanical 
prospector who is searching for uranium 
minerals. 
 
The California poppy is a known indicator of 
copper as it requires copper to exist.  Some 
copper compounds are soluble in water and 
can be carried for miles by groundwater, so the 
presence of poppies does not necessarily 
indicate that there are copper minerals in the 
immediate area. 
 
Roadside occurrences of poppies should be 
ignored because of the roadside drainage and 
the presence of various contaminates from 
passing cars and trucks. 
 
The presence of poppies in the open desert is 
much more meaningful.  Near the San Manuel 
Mine, north of Tucson, poppies grow in 
profusion on the ground known to be 
mineralized ground.  On non-mineralized 
ground, the poppies terminate abruptly, and the 
fault line can be traced by means of the 
poppies.  Often, dumps at copper mines are 
completely covered by poppies. 
 
Since gold, silver and other metals are 
frequently associated with copper, the presence 
of the California poppy can be a clue to the 
possible presence of valuable metal deposits.  
For the Rockhound, many of the primary and 
secondary copper minerals are of interest: 
including chalcopyrite, turquoise, malachite and 
many more. 

 
Source: Fire and Ice, 4/2003 

HOW TO AVOID HAZE ON A 
CABOCHON 

by Bill White 
 
Yes, it is possible to cloud or haze a 
cabochon in the final polishing step. There 
are at least two reasons this happens. Some 
stones will haze under the influence of most 
polishing compounds due to their physical 
structure. These are usually soft materials 
below seven on the Mohs scale, such as 
obsidian, sodalite, malachite, variscite, etc. A 
good rule of thumb is: any stone that will dull 
and haze when used in a ring or pendant will 
also do so during the polishing stages.  
 
When you run into one of these babies that 
just must be added to your personal 
collection, your best buy is to stay with 
diamond all the way. However, in most cases 
this problem occurs because of the person 
holding the dopstick. Improper sanding can 
leave a nip or fuzzy surface. A buildup of heat 
can create a flaw early in one of the sanding 
stages, scaling over and locking in the dull 
haze you are trying to overcome. This part of 
the problem can happen with most lapidary 
material. So avoid all heat buildup in your 
sanding operations.  
 
It's absolutely essential to have a clean stone 
before polishing. Be certain extender fluid, 
soap, oily finger residue, etc., is removed. 
Any contaminates will mingle with the 
polishing agent and become part of the 
stone's surface. What should be a sparkling, 
flawless gem is cloudy and hazy and not an 
object of beauty. Only by going back and 
resanding to remove all traces of this 
microfilm can the problem be corrected. 
 
Source:  Strata Gem, 12/2008, via Lake City 
Rockhound News, 2/2016 
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Safety - $15 
Instructor: Rick Kerber 
 
Slab Saw - $15 
 
Introduction to Silversmithing - $65 
Instructor: Linda Harley 
 
Copper Bracelet - $40 
Instructor: Linda Harley 
February 17 
10:00 – 2:00  
 
Cabochon Class 
Instructor: Linda Chandler 
(928) 727-1915 
 
Pine Needle Basket Workshop - $85 
Instructor: Barbara Peacock 
Call shop to sign up 
 
Beginning and Intermediate Wire Bracelets - $35 
Instructor: Sandie Willis 
mid-February 
 
Variety of Classes 
See brochure in shop 
Instructor: Gayle Wilson 
(307) 731-1874 

FEBRUARY WORKSHOPS AT HAVASU ROCKS 
Sign up for these classes at the store 

or call (928) 733-6270 
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51st Annual Gem  
& Mineral Show 

 

Just want to let everyone know that we 
are moving forward on having our 
Annual Gem & Mineral Show on 
November 13th & 14th, 2021. Save this 
date! 
 
I will start having the monthly Show 
Meetings again in the near future. 
Usually we work on the Show theme in 
Jan & Feb, but since last year’s show 
was cancelled, we will use that theme 
for this year’s show. “Still Rocking after 
51 Years.” 
 
I will be calling on you to help and/or 
volunteer at the Show!  
 
Thanks, 
Gayle Gilpin 

Gem Show Chairman 
 

HAPPY FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY 

 
Sheila Bandaruk 

 

Debra Battenfield 

 

Amanda Bonnett 
 

Hope Fermoyle 

 

RoseAnn Goodon 

 

Tracye Hubbard 

 

Sue Johnson 

 

John Klawitter 
 

Gary Leuzinger 
 

Sherrill Mann 

 

Mike Muse 

 

Barbara Peacock 

 

Greg Pitcher 
 

Bri Sampson 

 

James Throne 

 

Ed Tillotson 

 

Charlie Vipperman 

 

Deb Walton 

 

Leonard Wegman 

 

Roger Wilder 
 

Gayle Wilson 

 

HAPPY FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARY 
 
Jeff Boylan & Daina Sandhop 

 

Mike & Karol Freitas 

 

Cynthia Kent 
 

Gary & Linda Leuzinger 

 

Oakley & Phyllis Wright 
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January 10th Field Trip to the 

California side of the Parker Strip 
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Some of the guys making rock art! 
All the shop equipment is working! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Having fun making bracelets! 
Sign-ups at Havasu Rocks ! 

 

New shop monitors keeping the shop 
operational!  
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HHiinnttss  nn’’  SSuucchh  
 

These hints were gathered primarily from the bulletins 
and web sites of other clubs.  You should always use 
them with caution because some are untried and 
others may not be tried and true.  Just ideas! 
 

Fire Scale: To prevent fire scale put flux all over 
the piece you are soldering.  The heat will cause 
the flux to form a 'glass' coating that will prevent 
the copper in the alloy from reacting to the oxygen 
in the air to form fire scale. 
 

Source: Rockabout Gems via The Calgary 
Lapidary Journal, 12/2005 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 

Solder Flow: To prevent solder from flowing to a 
different joint or different metal, paint the area 
where you do not want the solder to flow with 
typist's correction fluid.  Rouge, wax or other 
things will also stop solder flow but the correction 
fluid is cheap, easy to see and comes with its own 
applicator. 
 

Source: Rockabout Gems via The Calgary 
Lapidary Journal, 12/2005 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 

Third Hand: To convert your locking tweezers to a 
third hand, remove the magnet from an old 
speaker assembly.  The heavy magnet will hold 
your tweezers firmly. 
Source: Rockabout Gems via The Calgary 
Lapidary Journal, 12/2005 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 

One reason for polishing a stone all over - front, 
back and edges - is that the polish acts as a 
sealer. It seals and keeps the water in opal; it 
prevents natural corrosion in rhodonite, which 
corrodes to a black ore called wad; it helps stop 
the absorption of harmful substances such as 
perspiration and perfume into the stone.  
 

Source: The Pseudomorph, 12/1997, via 
Rockhound Ramblings, 8/1998 
 

`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 
 

When sawing geodes, look for the largest dome 
on the specimen.  This dome was in an upright 

position while the specimen was formed.  Saw 
through the largest dome and it is likely you will 
get the best picture. 
 

Original source unknown via Breccia, 11/1997, via 
Rockhound Ramblings, 8/1998 

 
`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 

 
When polishing, do not use a saucer, dish, or pan 
and messy brush to apply the polishing agent. 
Such methods invite contamination. Instead, 
procure a plastic bottle with a long tip (Hair 
dressers dispose of many of them every day).  
Put the polishing agent into the bottle and add 
water and also a small stone or some buckshot. 
The purpose of the stone or buckshot is to agitate 
and stir up the polishing powder when you shake 
the bottle. Shake well and squirt the solution on 
the felt, leather or canvas. No more 
contamination. There is no waste of polishing 
agent and the agent may be applied exactly 
where you want it. 
 

Original source unknown via the Agatizer, 2/1998, 
via Rockhound Ramblings, 8/1998 

 
`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 

 
To keep the crystal centers of geodes free from 
grit, which is next to impossible to remove after 
flat lapping, place paper towels in the deep 
bottom of the cavity. Then use a bar of soap (little 
motel bars are perfect) and rub the soap bar onto 
the crystals then smooth them down with a damp 
finger. Small holes and cracks can also be filled 
with the soap. The geodes brush out when 
finished. 
Original source unknown via Breccia, 2/1998, via 
Rockhound Ramblings, 8/1998 

 
`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°`°º¤ø¤º°`°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º° 

 
After lapping flat stones such as thunder-eggs 
with 600 grit, wash them and dry under a heat 
lamp or 100 watt bulb for about 15 minutes.  
When stones are warm, polish them on a flat 
wheel with tin oxide. By preheating, the polish is 
almost instant. Otherwise the felt wheel has to 
heat the stone before polishing begins.  
 
Original source unknown via Breccia, 3/1998, via 
Rockhound Ramblings, 8/1998 
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